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The fair way of conducting a dispute, is 
to exhibit one by one the arguments of 
3^ur opponent, and with each argument the 
precise and specific answer you are able 
to give it. If this method be not so com- 
mon, nor found so convenient, as might be 
expected, the reason is, because it suits not 
always with the designs of a writer, which 
are no more peiiiaps than to make a hook; 
to confound some arguments, and to keep 
others oiit of sight ; to leave what is called 
an impression upon the reader, without any 
care to inform him of the proofs or princi- 
ples by which his opinion should be go- 
verned. With such views it may be con- 
sistent to dispatch objections, by observing 
of some " that they are old,^^ and there- 
fore, like certain drugs, have lost, we may 
suppose, their strength; of others, that 
•* they have long since received an answer ;''^ 

B 2 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



which implies, to be sure, a confutation : to 
attack straggling remarks, and decline the 
main reasoning, as " mere declamation ;'* to 
pass by one passage because it is "long- 
winded,^* another because the answerer " has 
neither leisure nor inclination to enter into 
the discussion of it " to produce extracts and 
quotations, which taken alone, imperfectly, if 
at all, express their author's meaning ; to dis* 
miss a stubborn difficulty with a " reference,*' 
which ten to one the reader never looks at : 
and, lastly, in order to give the whole a c«r» 
tain fashionable air of candour and modera- 
tion, to make a concession* or two which no- 
body thanks him for, or yield up a few points 
which it is no longer any credit to maintain. 

How far the writer with whom we have to 
do is concerned in this description, his readers 
will judge; he shall receive, however, from us 
that justice which he has not shown the au* 
thor of the ^' Considerations,'* to have his ar- 
guments fqlly and distinctly uteted and ex- 
amined* 

After complaining, as is usual on these oc- 



* Such as, that '^ if people keep their opinions to themselves^ 
no man will hurt th^m/' and the like. Answer, p. 45. ' 
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casions, of disappointment and dissdtisfac* 
tion; the answerer sets out with an argu- 
ment which comprises, we are told, in a "nar- 
row compass," the whole merits of the ques- 
tion betwixt us; and which is neither more 
nor less than this, that " it is necessary that 
those who are to be ordained teachers in the 
church should be sound in the faith, and con- 
sequently that they should give to those who 
ordain them some proof and assurance that 
they are so, and that the method of this proo£ 
should be settled by public authority/' Now 
the perfection of this sort of reasoning is, that 
it comes as well from the mouth of the pope's , 
professor of divinity in the university of Bo- 
logna, as from the Clarendon press. A church 
has only, with our author, to call her creed 
the "faithful word,'' and it follows from Scrip- 
ture that " we must hold it fast/' Her dissa- 
tisfied sons, let her only denominate as he 
does*, " vain talkers and deceivers," and 
St. Paul himself commands us to " stop their 
moiiths." Every one that questions or op- 
poses her decisions she pronounces, with him, 
a heretic, and " a man that is a heretic, after 
the first and second admonition, reject." In 
like manner^ calling her tenets " sound doc- 

^ Ptogs 1$, 
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trine/' or taking it for granted that tbey art 
80 (which the conclave at Rome can do as well 
as the convocation at London), and " sound* 
iiess in the faith being a necessary qualifica* 
tion in a Christian teacher/' there is no avoid* 
ing the conclusion, that every " Christian 
teacher'' (in, and out of the church too, if you 
can catch him, ** soundne^ in the faith" be- 
ing alike " necessary" in all) must have these 
tenets strapped about his neck by oaths and 
subscriptions. An argument which thus fights 
in any cause, or on either side, deserves no 
quarter. I have said, that this reasoning, and 
these applications of Scripture, are equally 
competent to the defenders of popery — they 
are more soi The popes, when they assumed 
the power of the apostles, kid claim also to 
their infallibility ; and in this they were con- 
sistent. Protestant churches renounce with 
ill their might this infallibility, whilst tbey 
apply to themselves every expression that de* 
scribes it, and will mot part with a jot of the 
authority which is built upon it. But to re^ 
turn to the terms of the argument. "Is it 
' necessary that a Christian teacher should be 
sound in the faith ?" 

1. Not in nine instances out of ten to which 
the test is now exteiKled, Nor, 
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i. If it were, is this the way to make him 
so ? there b^ng its little probability that the 
determinations of a set of men whose good 
fortune had advanced them to high stations 
in the church should be right, as the conclu- 
sions of prirate inquirers. Nor, 

3. Were they actually right, is it possible 
to conceive how they can, upon this author's 
principles, produce the effect contended for : 
since " we set them not up as a rule of feith*/' 
since " they do not decide matters for us, nor 
bind them upon us ;'' since •^ they tie no man 
up from altering his opinion," are ^ no ways 
inconsisteiiit with the right of private judge- 
raent,*' are, in a word, of no more authority 
tiian ah old senmon ; nor consequently, much 
more effectual, either for the producing or se- 
curing of ^ soundness in the faith/' 

The answerar, not trusting altogether to the 
•trength of his ** argument,'' endeavours next 
to av«ul himself of a -^ concession" which he 
has gainedi, he imagines, from his adversary, 
and which fee is pleased to look upon ** as in 
a msanoieY giving up the main point/' Our busi- 
ness, tbereibre, will be to show what this con- 

« P. 10, 11, 13,t9. 
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t^ession, as he calls it, amouats to^ amd wherein 
it differs from the " main point,*' the requi- 
sition of subscription to established formala- 
ries. It is objected to the Articles of the 
.church of England, that they are at variance 
with the actual opinions both of the governors 
and members of that church; so much so, that 
the men who most faithfully and explicitly 
maintain these articles, get persecuted for their 
singularity, excluded from orders, driven from 
universities, and are compelled to preach the 
established religion in fields and conventicles. 
Now this objection, which must cleave to every 
fixed formulary, might, we conceive, be re-^ 
moved if a test was substituted, supposing any 
test to be insisted upon, which could adapt it- 
self to the opinions, and keep pace with the 
y improvements, of each succeeding age. ThiS| 
in some nieasure, would be the case if the go- 
vernors of the church for the time being, were 
authorized to receive from candidates for or- 
ders declarations of their religious principles 
in their own words, and allowed, at their discre- 
tion, to admit them into the ministry. Bishops 
being taken out of the lump of the commu- 
nity will generally be of the same leaven, and 
partake, both of the opinions and moderation ^ 
of the times they live in. This is the most that 
can be made of the concession; and how this 
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gives up the " main point/' or indeed any 
thing, it is not easy to discover. 

The next paragraph of the Answer attacks 
the account which the Considerations have 
given of the " rise'" and " progress'' of the cus- 
tom in question ; " the reverse of which" the 
answerer tells us, ** is the truth/' and by way 
of proof gives his own account of the matter, 
which, so fer from being the " reverse/' is in 
effect, or very nearly, the same. 

The reader shall see the two accounts side 
by side, and is desired to judge whether the 
author of the Considerations, so far from being 
confuted in this point, is even contradicted. 



"The protestants, aware 
how greatly they were mis- 
represented and abused, be- 
gan to think it necessary to 
repel the various calumnies 
that had been cast upon 
them, by setting fordi some 
public Constitutions or Con* 
fessionS) as a declaration of 
their faith and worship. 
And to make such declara- 
tion still more authentic, 
they likewise engaged them- 
selves in a mutual bond of 
conformity to all these con- 



" As some who set up 
for reformers, had broached 
maay erroneous and pestk 
lent doctrines ; the Luther^ 
ans first, and after their 
example, other protestant 
churches, thought fit to draw 
up Confessions of Faith. 
And this they did partly to 
acquit themselves of the 
scandal of abetting wild and 
seditious enthusiasts, and de- 
claring what were their real 
doctrines; partly** (observe 
how tenderly this is intro- 
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ititiitiDDs.'^ Comiderations^ duced)^ to prevwl such en- 
page 6. thusiasts on the one band^ 

and popish emissaries on the 
other, from intruding them- 
selves into the ministry/' 
An^wer^ pages 6>7« 

Now were the ** origin'* of a custom of more 
consequence than it is to a question concern- 
ing the " propriety^ of it, can any one doubt 
who credits even the answerer^s own account, 
but that the motive assigned in the Consider- 
ations both did exist, and was the principal 
motive ? There is one account, indeed, of the 
" origin'' of thk custom, which, were it true, 
would directly concern the question. " This 
practice,'' our author tells us in another part of 
his Answer*, " is said to be derived from the 
apostles themselves." I care not what ^' is 
8ftid«." It Li impossible that the practice com- 
plained of, the imposition of articles of feith 
by " fallible" men, could originate froni the 
" apostles," wbop under the direction by 
ivMch they acted, were ** iafellibk-f-/' 

f Howii creed is to be made, as the Considerations reoom- 
mend^ in which i^l padrties shall agree, ^ur author cannot 
uaderstand. I will tell him how ; by adhering to Scripture 
(terms : and this will suit the best idea of a Creed (a summary 
or compeudium of a larger volume)^ and the only fair purpose 
of one, instruction. 

It is observed in the Considerations! that Che multiplicity of 
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Bat this practioe, from whaterer " root of 
bitterness'^ it sprung^ bap been one of tbe chief 
causes^ we assert, of the divisions and di-« 
stresses whidi we read of in ecdesiastical 
history. The matter of £Eict our author does 
not, because he cannot, deny. He rather 
chooses to insinuate that ^^ such divisions and 
disturbances were not owing to the governom 
of the church, but to the perverse disputings 
of heretics and schismatics.^' He must know 
that there is oppression as well as reastance, 
provocation as well as resentment, abuse of 
power M well as opposition to it : and it is 
too much to take for granted, without one syU 
hkhle of proof, that those in possei^on of 
power have been always in tbe right, and 

the propositions contained in the 39 Articled is alone sufficient 
to show the impossibility of that consent which the Church / 
supposes and requires* — Now, what would any man guess is 
the «MWer to this? Why> " that there ore no less than three 
propositions in the very first verse of St. John's GospeK*" Had 
there been '* three thousand'' it would have been Bothing to 
>the purpose ; where propositions are reeeired upon the em*- 
tliority of the proposer, it matters not bow many of t^eim* 
there are; the doubt is not increased wl^ the numbenri- thv^ 
(ame reason whieh establishes one establishes alk B«t it thsi* 
the Case with a system of propositions which derwcB no wa^ 
deuce firora the proposer ? which must each stand upon its emm 
separate and intonsic proof ^— -We thought it necessary W- 
oppote note to note in the place in whidi we found it, ^ougliC' 
Heitfier here nor iu the Answer is it mu«h connected with the 
text 
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those who withstood them in the wrong. 
** Divisions'' and ** disturbances'' have in fact, 
and in all ages, arisen on this account, and 
it is a poor shift to say, because it may always 
be said, that such only are chargeable with 
these mischiefs as refused to submit to what- 
ever their superiors thought proper to im- 
pose*. 

Nor is it much better when he tells us, 
" that these subtilties of metaphysical debate, 
which we complain of in our Articles, were in- 
troduced by the several heretics of those 
times;" especially as it is evident that who- 
ever first introduced, it is the governors of the 
church who still continue them. 

But our author cannot conceive what all this, 
as relating to ** creeds" only and " confesk 
sions,'* to the " terms of communion" rather 

* The ibUowing sentiment of our author is too curious to 
be omitted ; *' Possibly too he (the author of the Consiclera«r 
tions) may think that insurrections and rebellions in the state 
are not owing to the unruliness of factious subjects, but to 
iLiDgs and rulers ; but most reasonable men, I believe^ will 

think otherwise/' ^A common reader may think this ob8er«*> 

Mion of the answerer a little <beside the question. Butth^. 
ip^werer may say^ ^th Cicero and Dr. King, /< Suscepto ne* 
tt>tio9 majusmihi quiddam proposui, in quo meam in Rem*, 
^ublicam vol^ntatem populus perspicere posset/'— Motto to 
Dr. K.'8 Oration in 1740. 
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than of admission into the ministry, is to the 
purpose. Will he then give up " creeds'' and 
*V confessions?" or will his church thank him 
for it if he does ? a church which, by trans- 
fusing the substance of her Articles into the 
fprm of her public worship, has in effect made 
the *^ terms of communion ' and of admission 
into the ministry the same. This question, 
like every other, however naked you may strip 
it by abstraction, must always be considered 
with a reference to the practice you wish to 
reform. 

The author of the G>nsiderations contends 
very properly th^t it is one of the first duties 
a Christian owes to his Master ^^ to keep his 
mind open and unbiassed'' in religious inqui* 
ries. Can a man be said to do this, who must 
bring himself to assent to opinions proposed 
by another? who enters into a profession where 
both his subsistence and success depend upon 
bis continuance in a particular persuasion? In 
answer to this we are ii^ormed, that these Ar^ 
tides are no ** rule of faith" (what ! not to 
those who subscribe them?) ; that " the church 
deprives no man of his right of private judge- 
ment'^ (she cannot — she hangs, however, a 
dead weight upon it) ; that it is a " very un- 
fairst ate of the case, to call subscription a de« 
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olaraticm of our full and final persuasion in 
matters of feiith f though if it be not a " fuir 
persuasion, what is it ? and ten to one it will 
be " final/* when such consequences attend a 
change. That " no man is hereby tied up 
from impartially examining the word of God, ^ 
i. e^ with the ^ impartiality^' of a man who 
must " eat"' or " starve/' according as the ex- 
amination turns out; an ** impartiality** so sus- 
pected, that a court of justice would not re- 
ceive his evidence under half of the same in- 
fluence : " nor from altering his opinion if he 
finds reason so to do f which few, I conceive, 
will " find,'' when the alteration must cost 
them so dear. If one could give credit to our 
author in what he says here, and in some other 
passages of his Answer, one would suppose 
that, in his judgement at least, subscription 
restrained no man from adopting what opinion 
he pleased, provided " he does not think him-* 
self bound openly to maintain it:" that ** men 
may retain their preferments, if they will but 
keep their opinions to themselves/' If this be 
what the church of England means, let her 
say so. This is indeed what our author ad- 
mits here, and yet, from the outcry he has 
afterwards raised against all who continue in 
the church whilst they dissent from her Arti- 
cles, ofiHS would not suppose there was a par- 
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don left for thoae^ who ^^ k^p oven to them-> 
selves an opinion^^ inconsistent with any one 
proposition they have subscribed^ The feet 
is, the gentleman has either shifted his opinion 
in course of writing the Answer, or had put 
down these assertions, not expecting that he 
should have occasion afterwards to contradict 
tbem* 

It sealed to add strength to this objection, 
that the judgement of most thinking inen be- 
ing in a progressive state, their opinions of 
course must many of them change ; the evil 
and iniquity of which the answerer sets forth 
with great pleasantry, but has forgot at the 
same time to give us any remedy for the mis** 
fortune ; except the old woman's receipt, to 
leave off thinking for fear of thinking wrong. 

But our church " preaches,^ it seems, " no 
other Gospel than that which she received," 
nor " propounds any other Articles for Gos*' 
pel,'' nor " fixes any standards or criterions of 
faith, separate from this Gospel: and so she 
herself fully d^lat^s ;" aod we are to take her 
** word" for it, when the very complaint is, 
that she has never ^^ acted" up t0 this Aechiifi 
tion, but in direct contradiction to it. When 
she puts forth a system of propositions con* 
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ceived in a new dialect, and in unscriptural 
terms; when she ascribes to these the same evi- 
dence and certainty as to Scripture itself, or 
decrees and acts as if they were equally evi- 
dent and certain ; she incurs, we apprehend, 
the charge which these expressions imply. She 
claims indeed " authority in controversies of 
£aith,^' but " only so far,'' says her apologist, 
as "to judge for herself what should be her own 
terms of communion, and what qualifications 
she shall require in her own ministers/' All 
which, in plainer English, comes to this ; 
that two or three men, betwixt two and three 
centuries ago, fixed a multitude of obscure 
and dubious propositions, which many mil- 
lions after must bring themselves to believe, 
before they be permitted to share in the pro- 
vision which the state has made (and to which 
all of every sect contribute) for regular oppor* 
tunities of public worship, and the giving and 
receiving of public instruction. And this our 
author calls the magistrate's "judging for 
himself*," and exercising the " same right as 
all other persons have to judge for themselves." 
For the reasonableness of it, however, he has 
nothing to offer, but that it " is no more than 
l^t other churches, popish" too, to strength- 

♦ P. 26. 
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en the argument, " as well as protestant,** 
have done before. He might have added, see- 
ing " custom'' is to determine the matter, that 
it has been "customary'' too from early ages 
for Christians to anathematize and burn each 
other for difference of opinion in some points 
of faith, and for difierence of practice in some 
points of ceremony. 

- We now accompany the learned answerer 
to what he is pleased to call the. " main ques- 
tion," and which he is so much *^ puzzled to 
keep in sight." The argument* in favour of 
subscription, and the arbitrary exclusion of 
men from the church or ministry, drawn from 
the nature of a society and the rights inci- 
dental to society, our author resigns to its fate, 
and to the answer which has been given it in 
the Considerations. He contends only, that 
the conduct of the apostles in admitting the 
eunuch and the centurion upon a general pro»- 
fession of their faith in Christ, " has nothing 
to do with the case of subscription," as they 
were admitted, not into the ministry, but only 

* What would any man in his wits think of this argument, 
if upon the strength of it they were to make « law, that none 
hut red-haired people sHould be admitted into orders^ or even 
into churches? ^ - 
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the communkm of the churek* Now, in the 
first pbce^ $«]|ipo88 tbe eunm:ii or centurioa 
hsd takea upon tfaf»» as probably they did, 
to teach Chri^tiwuty, would they have been 
kihihtted by tlw apostles asiiot iotviog giveii 
stfiflieieflit ^ procif or aasiiuraoce of their sounds 
ncMidDi^fidthr And if oet^ wliat becomef 
of. the necessity of such " adfturancea from a 
Christian teacher?*' In the second place, sup- 
pose yoo coftdKler the churdb as one society, 
and ito teachecft as another, is it probabk that 
ihose wfco were m tender in keeping any one 
0ut of the firsts would ha^e thought the argur 
xnentwe were edoouatertngy or any thing else, 
m |!urefkenG8 for a right of arbitrary eselusioffi 
from the latter? The case of CornelAaii, says 
oor author, is " extraordinary t while St Peter 
was pireaching to him, the Holy Gho&t fell upon 
aU them which beard the word/' And k not 
this antbor ashamed to own, that any are 
^xdu^ed from the codnmunion, or even mini- 
stry, of the churchy who woold have been en- 
titled by their faith ^ to the gifts of the Holy 
Ghost?*' 

Tlie answerer in the next paragraph ac- 
knowledges, that to admit converts iuto the 
church upon this one article of faith, that 
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Jesusis the Messiah, was indeed the practice of 
the apostles* ; but then he tells us, what must 
sound alittleodd to a Christian ear, and comes 
the wore awkwardly from this author, wbonn, if 
you turn over a page, you will find quoting th? 
" practice of the apostles"' with a vengeance; 
he telU us, I say, "that ntf argument can b* 
drawn from the practice of the apostlesf /' 
Now with regard to the ** practice of the apo^ 
$tles,*' and the apphcation of it to ourselves^ 
the case seems to be this (the very reverse, 
olwerve, of our author's rule), that we are aU 
ways bound not ^* to go beyond'' the prece^ 
dent, though, for want of the same authoiity, 
we may not always " advance up to it/' I| 
furely at least becomes us to be cautious of 
" proceedings" where they, in the plenitude 

* Although the question, whether to believe that Jesus if 
die Messiah, be not the only necessary article of &ldi, is a 
qqeitioi^ in ytthich we haare no concern,; our author^ with th^ 
best inclination in the world, not being able to fix such aji 
opinion upon us. Yet I cannot help observing, that he had 
put two of the oddest constructions^ upon the tern» of the pro»- 
po^i^QQii tha$i evtr catered into t2|e fancy of mm tp CiOnciE^iv^* 
One is, whiich ypu may be sure he intends for his adv^rsariesJi 
** that it is necessary to believe Jesus to be a true prophet, 
yet not necessary to believe one doctrine that he has- taught.^ 
*%^ oiher, wbicli he muftnt for bimsey;. fe that " by the Mw 
aiab we are tp understand the only begQtten Spn gf GqcI 
anointed, and sent by the Father to make propitiation for the 
«ns of the wh^ le world,'' 

f Page 16. t Page^lfi, 

C2 
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of their commission, thought proper to 
" stop/' 

It is alleged in the Consideration^, that an- 
nexing emoluments to the profession of par- 
ticular opinions, is a strong and dangerous in- 
ducement to prevarication ; and the danger is 
the greater, as prevarication in one instance 
has a tendency to relax the most sacred obli- 
gations, and make way for perfidy in every 
other. But '^ this,'* it seems, ** has nothing 
to do with the question*/' Why, it is the very 
question. Whether the magistrate ought to 
confine the provision he makes for religion to 
those who assent, or declare their assent, to a 
particular system of controverted divinity ; 
and this is one direct objection against it. 
But " must the magistrate then,'' exclaims our 
alarmed adversary, ^' establish no tithes, no 
rich benefices, no dignities, or bishoprics ?" 
As many as he pleases, only let him not con- 
vert them into snares* and traps by idle and 
unnecessary eonditions- ** But must he ad- 
mit all persons indiscriminately to these ad- 
vantages ?" The author of the Considerations 
has told him, that he may require conformity 
to the liturgy, rites, and offices he shall pre- 



* Pages 19, 20. 
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scribe: he may trust his officers with a discre- 
tion as to the religious principles of candidates 
for orders, similar to what they now exercise 
with regard to their qualifications ; he may 
censure extravagant preaching when it ** ap- 
pears ;*' precautions surely sufficient either to 
ikeep the " wildest sectaries'' out of the church, 
or prevent their doing any mischief if they get 
in. The exclusion of papists is a separate con- 
sideration. The laws against popery, as far as 
they are justifiable, proceed upon principles 
with which the author of the Considerations 
has nothing to do. Where, from the particu- 
lar circumstances of a country, attachments 
and dispositions hostile and dangerous to the 
state, are accidentally or otherwise connected 
with certain opinions in religion, it may be 
necessary to lay encumbrances and restraints 
upon the profession or propagation of such 
opinions. Where a great part of any sect or 
religious order of men are enemies to the con- 
stitution, and you have no way of distinguish- 
ing those who are not so, it is right perhaps 
-to fence the whole order out of your civil and 
religious establishment : it is the right at least 
of self-defence, and of extreme necessity. But 
even this is not on account of the religious 
opinions themselves, but as they are probable 
marks, and the only marks you have, of de- 
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tigm and ptinciples vrhich it is necessary to 
disarm* I would abserve, however, that in 
ptoportioti as this connexion between the civil 
and religbus principles of the papists is dis- 
solved, in the same proportion ought the state 
to mitigate the hardships and relax the re- 
straints to which they are made subject* 

If we complain of severitiesj, of pain!; and 
penaltieisi, the answerer cannot discover 
** whom or what we mean •/' and lest his reader 
l^ould, by a figure extremely well known 
in the craft of controversy, he proposes a 
String of questions in the person of his adver*- 
»ary, to which he gives his own peremptory 
and d^nitive no*. We will take a method^ 
not altogether so compendious, but, we trust, 
somewhat more satisfactory. We will repeat 
the same questions, and let the charch and 
state answer for' themselves. First thea^ 

" Does our church or our government in- 
flict any corporial punishment, or levy any 
fines or penalties on those who will not com^ 
ply with the terms of her communion f '-*■*« Bfe 
it enacted, diat all and every person or per^ 
tons that shall neglect or refuse to receive the 
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swrament of the Lord's Supper accdrdiag to 
^ usage of the Church of Englaixi, mod jftet, 
after sisch neglect or refusal, shill (^cccute 
any office or offices, civil or military, after the 
limes be expired wherein he or they ought to 
hare taken the same, shall, upon convktion 
thereof, besides the loss of the officer, forfeit 
die sum of five hundred pounds* :'' Stat ^ 
Car. IL c. 2. Now, although starting be ato 
^^ corporal punishment,*' nor the loss of att a 
man has a " fine,'' or ** penalty," yet depriv- 
ing men of the common benefits of society, 
and rights even of lay anligeclB, because 
'^ they will iiot comply with the terms of 
church communion," is a ^^ sesveri^^' that 
mi^t have deserved from our astlhor soma 
other apology besides the mere««|)prassioiii oC 
the fact 

^ Doth it deny them the right or privi*- 
lege 4>i worshipping Giod in their own way P" — 
^^ Whoever shall take upon hica to preach or 
teach in any meeting, assembly, or conveiw 
tide, and shall thereof be convicted, shall 
forfeit for the first ofifence twenty pounds^ 
and for every other ofifence forty pounds;" 

* This and the Corporation Act, m othemvise excellent 
person calls the laws which secure both oUr civil and religious 
fiberties. Btadatflin^^i C^miti* tol. tt. p^ 4S2. 
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Stat. 22 Car. II. c. 1. — " No person shall 
presume to consecrate or administer the sa* 
crament of the Lord's Sapper before he be or- 
dained priest, after the manner of the church 
of England, on pain of forfeiting one hundred 
pounds for every such offence :'' Stat. 13 & 
14 Car. 11. c. 4. These laws are in full force 
against all who do not subscribe to the 39 Ar- 
ticles of the Church of England, except the 
S4th, 35th, and 36th, and part of the 20th 
Article. 

3. " Are men denied the liberty of free de* 
bate P*'-^" If any person, having been edu- 
cated in, or at any time having made profes- 
sion of, the Christian fiaith within the realm, 
jsball by writing, printing, teachings or ad- 
vised speaking, deny any one .of the persons 
of the Holy Trinity to be God — ^he shall for 
the first offence be disabled to hold ^ny office 
or employment, or any profit appertaining 
thereto ; for the second offence shall be dis- 
abled to prosecute any action or information 
in any court of law or equity, or to be guar- 
dian of any child, or executor or administra- 
tor of any person, or capable of any legacy 
or deed of gift, or to bear any office for ever 
within this realm, and shall ako suffer impri- 
sonment for the space of three years from th^ 
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time of such conviction :*' Stat. 9 & 10 Wil. 
III. c. 32. 

It has been thought to detract considerably 
from the pretended use of these subscriptions, 
that they excluded none but the conscien- 
tious ; a species of men more wanted, we con- 
ceive, than formidable to any religious esta- 
blishment. This objection applies equally, 
says our answerer*, to the " oaths of alle- 
giance and supremacy/' and so far as it does 
apply, it ought to be attended to ; and the 
truth is, these oaths might in many instances 
be spared without either danger or detriment 
to the community. There is, however, an es- 
sential difference between the two cases: a 
scruple concerning the oath of allegiance im- 
plies principles which may excite to acts of 
hostility against the state; a scruple about 
the truth of the articles implies no such 
thingf . 

Our author, good man, " is well persuaded, 
that the generality of the clergy, when they 
offer themselves for ordination, consider seri- 

* Page 22. 

f The answerer might have found a parallel below in some 
other oaths, which he does not care to speak of, viz. the case 
of college statutes, page 34 of the Considerations. 
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ously what office they take tipcm them, and 
firmly believe what they subscribe to.*' I am 
persuaded much otherwise. But as this is a 
** fact,^ the reader, if he be wise, will neither 
take the answerer's word for it nor mine ; but 
form his own judgement from his own obser- 
vation. Bishop Burnet complained above 60 
years ago, that " the greater part,'* even 
then, " subscribed the Articles without ever 
examining them*, and others did it because 
they miist do it,'' Is it probable, that in point 
either of seriousness, or orthodoxy, the clergy 
are much mended smce? 

The pleas offered in support of this prao* 
tice of subscription come next to be consi- 
dered, " One of these is drawn from the sa* 
cred writings being capable of such a variety 
of senses, that men of widely different persua- 
sions shelter themselves under the same forms 
of expression." Our author, after quarrelling 
with this representation of the plea, gives his 
readers ia its stead, a long quotation from the 
archdeacon of Oxford's Chargef-. What he 
is to gain by the change, or the quotation, I 

♦ Burners History of his Own Times. Conclusion. 

t S«e this whole Charge answered in the London Chronick 
l»y PrisciUa. Tht Lord hath sold Siscra into the hand of a 
woman! 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



27 

cannot perceive, as the same Ist query still re- 
curs, " Is it true, that the Scriptures are in 
reality so differently interpreted in points of 
real consequence ?*' In answer to which, the 
archdeacon of Oxford, we are told, " has 
shown that points of real consequence are dif- 
ferently interpreted,*' and " the plainest texts 
explained away,'* and has *' instanced in the 
first chapter of St. John's Gospel/' The plea 
we conceive is not much indebted to the arch- 
deacon of Oxford. Biit be these Scriptures 
interpreted as they will, each man has still a 
right to interpret them for himself. The 
church of Rome, who always pushed her con- 
clusions with a Courage and consistency un* 
known to the timid patrons of protestant im* 
position. Saw immediately that as the laity 
had no right to interpret the Scriptures, they 
could have no occasion to read them, and 
therefore \ery properly locked them up from 
the intrusion of popular curiosityi Qur 
author cites the above-mentioned <|uery from 
the Considerati<Mis as the ^gt qnery whkh 
would lead his reader to expect a second,. 
The reader, however, may seek that secood 
for himself, the answerer is not obliged to pro^ 
duce it— it stands thus. Suppose the Scrip- 
tures thus variously interpreted, does sub-^ 
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scription mend the matter? The reader too is 
left to find an answer for himself. 

. The next, the strongest, the only tolerable 
plea for subscription is, " that all sorts of pes- 
tilent heresies might be taught from the pul- 
pit, if no such restraint as this was laid upon 
the preacher*/' How far it is probable that 
this would be the consequence of removing 
the subscription, and by what other means it 
might be guarded against, has been hinted 
already, and will again be considered in an- 
other place. We will here only take notice 
of one particular expedient suggested in the 
Considerations, and which has often indeed 
elsewhere been proposed, namely, *^ that the 
church, instead of requiring subscription be- 
forehand, to the present, or to any other Ar- 
ticles of faith, might censure her clergy af- 
terwards, if they opposied or viUfied them in 
their preaching/' The advantage of which 
scheme above the present is manifest^ if it' 
was only for this reason, that you distress and 
corrupt thousands now, for one that you 
would ever have occasion to punish. Our 
author, nevertheless, ^* is humbly of opinion 

* Page 26. 
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that it is much better to take proper precau- 
-tions beforehand :'' he must, with all his 
^* humility/' know that when it has been pro- 
posed to take proper precautions of the press, 
by subjecting authors to an imprimatur be* 
fore publication, instead of punishment after 
it ; the proposal has been resented, as an open 
attack upon the rights and interests of man- 
kind. The comihon sense and spirit of the na- 
tion could see and feel this distinction and the 
importance of it, in the case of publishers ; 
and why preachers should be left in a worse 
situation it is not very easy to say. 

. The example of the Arminian confession is, 
upon this occasion, recommended by the 
author of the Considerations; a confession 
which was compiled for the edification and in« 
struction of the members of that church, 
without peremptorily insisting upon any one's 
assent to it. But it is the misfortune of the 
Arminian to be no national church — ^the mis- 
fortune, alas! of Christianity herself in her 
purest period ; when she was under the go- 
vernment of the aposlSes; without alliance 
with the states of this world ; when she com- 
posed, neverthieless, a church as real, we con* 
eeive, and as respectable, as any national 
diiirch that -has existed since. 
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Our author, wb© can much soooer make a 
distinction than see one,/ does not compre-v 
hend, it seems, any difference between con- 
fessions of fdith and preaching, us to the use 
of unscriptural terms. Did a preacher, whea 
he had finished his sermon, call upon his con-., 
gregation to subscribe their names and iassent 
to it, or never to come more within the door$ 
of his church ; there would, indeed, be some 
sort of resemblance betwixt the two cases : 
but as the hearers are at liberty to believe 
preachers or no, as they see, or he produces, 
reasons for what he says ; there can be no 
harm, and there is a manifest utiHty, in trust- 
ing him with the Kberty of explainiAg his ©wa 
meaning in his own term^. 

We now come, and with the tenderest re- 
gret, to the case of those who continue in the 
church without teing able to reconcile to 
their belief every proposition imposed upon 
them by subscription; over whose distress 
our author is ple£u»ed to indulge a wanton and 
. ungenerous triumph. They had presumed, 
it seems, diat it was Siome apology for their 
conduct, that they sincerely laboured to Pen- 
der to religion d:i6ir best services, and thought! 
their pi^sent stations the&irestopportunitiet 
of performing it. This amy not, periaapi, 
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anKmot to a compkte yihdication ; it cei> 
tainly does not fbllj satisfy eren their own 
0cru[de8 : else wheie would be the cause of 
€oan{daint ? What need of relkf, or what rea«- 
mm for their petitions ? It might hare been 
enough, however, to have exempted then 
from being absurdly and indecently compawd 
with faithless hypocrites, with Pi^ts, and 
Jesuits, who, for other purposes, and widi 
even opposite designs, are supposed to cteep 
into the church through the same door. For 
the fullest and fairest representation of their 
case, I itfer our author to the excelleni: 
Ikfidly ; or, as Hoadly possiUy may be no 
book in our author^s library, will it profvoke 
has ^ raillery^ to ask, what he thinks might 
be llie consequence, if all were at once to 
witbdaiaw themselves from the church who 
were dissatisfied with her doctrines ? Might 
not the church lose, what she can ill spare, 
the service of many able and industrious mi- 
nisters ? WcAild those she retained, be such as 
acquiesced in her decisions from inquiry and 
conviction ? Would not many or most of them 
be those who keep ou1( of the way of religious 
scruples by lives of secularity and volup- 
tuousness ? by mixing with the crowd in the 
most eager of their pursuits after p]iea$uie or 
advantage ? Otoe word with the answerer b^- 
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•fore we part upon this head. Whence all this 
great inquisitiwness, this soUcitude to be ac- 
quainted with the person, the opinions, and 
associates of his adversary? Whence that im- 
pertinent wish that he had been " more ex- 
plicit in particular with regard to the doc* 
trine of the Trinity P'* Is it out of a pious de* 
sire to fasten some heresy, or the imputation 
of it, upon him? Is he " called out of the 
clouds'* to be committed to tfhe flames*? 

' The 40th page of the Answer introduces a 
paragraph of considerable length, the sum, 
however, and substance of which is this — that 
if subscription to articles of faith were remov- 
ed, confusion would ensue ; the people would 
be distracted with the disputes of their teach- 
ers, and the pulpits filled with controversy 

* We were unwilling to decline the defence of the person^ 
^ere described, though the expression in the Considerations 
which brought on the attack, manifestly related to a different 
subject. The author of the Considerationi speaks of " being 
bound" to " keep up" these forms until relieved by proper 
authority ; of " ministerially" complying with what we are 
not able to remove : alluding, no doubt, to the case of Church 
Governors, who are the instruments of imposing a subscrip- 
.tion which they may disapprove. But the answerer, taking it, 
for granted, that ministerially ** complying^' meant the com- 
pliance of ministers," i. e. of clergymen officiating in their 
functions, has, by a quibble, or a blunder, transferred the 
passage to a sense for which it was not intended. 
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and contradiction. Upon this " fact*^ tve jolii 
issue, and the more readily as this is a sort of 
reasoning we all understand. The extent of 
the legislator's right naay be an abstruse in- 
quiry ; but whether a law does more good or 
harm, is a plain question which every man can 
ask. Now, that distressing many of the cler- 
gy, and corrupting others ; that keeping out 
of churches good Christians and faithful citi- 
zens,; that making parties in the state, by 
giving occasion to sects and separations in 
religion; that these are inconveniences, no 
9ian in his senses will deny. The question 
therefore is, what advantage do you fijid in 
the opposite scale to balance these inconve- 
niences ? The simple advantage pretended is, 
that you hereby prevent " wrangling^' and 
contention in the pulpit. Now, in the firat 
place, I observe that allowing this evil td.be 
as. grievous and as certain as yDu please, the 
most that can be necessary for the prevention 
of it is, to enjoin your preachers as to points, 
silence and neutrality. In the next place, I 
am convinced, that the danger is greatly 
.magnified. We hear little of the^ points' 
at present in our churches and public teach- 
ipg, and it is not probable that leaving them 
at large would elevate them into more import- 
ance, or make it more worth mens while to 

D 
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^ttarrel abdut th^m. They would sle6p in the 
same grave with many othef questions, of 
iequal importance with themselves, or sink 
back into their proper place, into topics of 
^Speculation, i)it matters of debate from the 
^ress. None but men of some reflection 
would be forward to engage in such subjects, 
and the least reflection would teach a man 
that preaching is not the proper vehicle of 
controversy. Even at present, says our au- 
tlior, ** we speak and write what we please 
with impunity/' And where is the mischief? 
or what worse could ensue if subscription 
Were removed? Nor can I discover any thing 
in the disposition of the petitioning clergy 
that need alarm our apprehensions. If they 
are impatient under the yoke, it is not from a 
desire to hold forth their opinions to their 
congregations, but that they may be at li- 
berty to entertain them themselves without 
ofience to their consciences, or ruin to their 
fortunes. 

Our author has added, by way of make- 
weight to his argument, ** that many com- 
mon Ghristians,'' he believes, ** would be 
greatly scandalized if you take away tbeiir 
creeds and catechisms, and strike out of the 
liturgy such things as they have always c«» 
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teemed essential*/' Whatever reason therft 
tnay be for this belief at present, there cer- 
tainlj "was much greater at the Reformation, 
as the Popish ritual, which was then ** taken 
away,^' had a fascination and antiquity which 
burs cannot pretend to. Many were proba- 
bly " scandalized'^ at parting with their beads 
attd their mass-books, that lived afterwards to 
thank those who taught them better things. 
Reflection, we hope, in some, and time, we are 
sure, in all, will reconcile men to alterations 
established in reason. If there be any dan^ 
ger, it is from some of the clergy, who, with 
the answerer, would rather suffer the " vine- 
yard'' to be overgrown with " weeds,'' than 
^ stir the ground," or, what is worse, call 
these weeds ** the fairest flowers in the gar- 
den/' Such might be ready enough to raise 
a hue and cry against all innovators in reli- 
gion, as " overturners of churches'* and 
spoilers of temples. 

But the cause which of all others stood most 
in the way of the late petitions for relief, was 
an apprehension that religious institutions can- 
not be disturbed without awakening animosi- 
ties and dissensions in the state^ of which no 



* Tage 42-41. 
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man knows the consequence. Touch but re- 
ligion, we are told, and it bursts forth into a 
flame. Civil distractions may be composed 
by fortitude and perseverance, but neither 
reason nor authority can control, there is nei- 
ther charm nor drug which will assuage, the^ 
passions of mankind called forth in the cause 
and to the battles of religion. We were con- 
cerned to hear this language from some who, 
in other instances, have manifested a con- 
stancy and resolution which no confusion, nor 
ill aspect of pubHc affairs, could intimidate. 
After all, is there any real foundation for these 
terrors ? Is not this whole danger, like the lion 
of the slothful, the creature of our fears, and 
the excuse of indolence ? Was it proposed to 
make articles instead of removing them, 
there would be room for the objection. But 
it is obvious that subscription to the 39 Arti- 
cles might be altered or withdrawn upon 
general principles of justice and expediency, 
without reviving one religious controversy, or 
calling in dispute a single proposition they 
contain. Who should excite disturbances? 
Those who are relieved will not ; and, unless 
subscription were like a tax, which, being 
taken from one, must be laid with additional 
weight upon anojther, is it probable that any 
will complain that they are oppressed, be-* 
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cause their brethren are relieved? or that those 
who are so " strong in the faith'* will refuse 
to " bear with the infirmities of the weak?*' 
The few who upon principles of this sort op- 
posed the application of the Dissenters, were 
repulsed from parhament with disdain, even 
by those who were no friends to the applica- 
tion itself. 

The question concerning the object of wor- 
ship is attended, I confess, with difficulty : it 
seems almost directly to divide the worship- 
p*rs. But let the church pare down her ex- 
- crescences till she comes to this question ; let 
her discharge from her liturgy controversies 
unconnected with devotion ; let her try what 
may be done for all sides, by worshipping God 
in that generality* of expression in which he 

* If a Christian can think it an intolerahle thing to worship 
one God 'through one mediator Jesus Christ, in company with 
any such as differ from him in their notions ahout the meta- 
physical nature of Christ, or of the Holy Ghost, or the like ; 
I am sorry for it. I remember the like objection made si the 
beginning of the Beformation by the Lutherans against the 
lawfulness of communicating with Zuinglius, and his follow- 
ers ; because they had not the same notion with them of the 
ekments in the sacrament And there was the same objec- 
tion once against holding communion with any such as had 
not the same notions with themselves about the secret decrees 
of God relating to *^the predestination and reprobation of par- 
ticular persons. But whatever those men may please thew 
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himself has left some points; kt het dismiss . 
many df her Articles, and convert thoi^Q 
\rhich she retains into terms of peace ; let her 
recall the terrors she suspended over freddoiSti 
of inquiry ; let the toleration she allo^frs to 
dissenters be made ^' ahsolute ;'• let her invito 
men to search the Scriptures ; let her govern^ 
ors encourage the studious and l6Arned of 
all persuasions : — Let her do this — and she 
will be secure of the thanks of her own ckrgy , 
and, what is more, of their sincerity^ A 
greater consent may grow out of inquiry thai^ 
many at present are aware Of; And the, few 
whoi after all, shall think it necessary to ra-^ 
i^de from our communion, wiU «cknbwled^ 
the necessity to be inevitable ; will respect tbe 
equity and aK)deratioii of the fisOablisbied 



sdres with thinking who are ^^H thtj s^e iurriv«d M tbd per- 
fect knowledge of the most abstruse points^ Ais they may hm 
certain o^ that in the present state of the ohttrch^ even si»p^ 
posing only such as are sccoulftted orthodox to be jolRed to*. 
gether in one visibte commuakHi, they coiomutii^ate ^ogeliif r. 
with a very great variety and confusion of nOtiotSy eithet^ 
prehendii^g nothing plain and diitiiict>. or diffwiag from 
another as truly and «bs essefidally as oth^^ diCfer bom them 
all; nay, with more certain difference m'Uh f€Mi#« to ihith 
ol^iect of worship than if all fMpayers were directed (aa ^h^ 
BuU fays, almost all were in Iha first ages) to God ot die 
Father, through the Son.-'*4ioadly's Answer U> Dr< iUce'a 
SermpB. 
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churchy and live in peace with all iu mem^ 
hers. 

I know not whether I ought to mention^ 
Mfnong so many more serious reasons, that 
even the governors of the church themselves 
would find their ease and account in consent* 
IPg to an alteration.— For besides the diffi- 
culty of defending those decayed fortifica- 
tions, and the indecency of deserting them, 
tliey either are or will soon find themselves 
In the situation of a master of a family, whose 
servants know more of his secrets than it is 
proper for them to know, and whose whispers 
and whose threats must be bought off at an 
e&penae which will drain the ^^ apostolic 
cham W^ dry. 

Having thus examined in their order, and 
as far as I understood them, the several an- 
swers* given by oiir author to the objection^* 

''^ Ib hvs last note our aothor breaks forth into ^ astonish* 
mantT and indignation, at the <* fo!iy, injnstice, and inde« 
oea«y of comparing our church to the Jewish in our Saviour's 
tine, and even to the ** tower of Babel f' mistaking the 
dMirehy in this last comparison, for one of her monuments 
(#litch indeed, with most people of his complexion, stands for 
tlie saftie thing) erected to prevent our dispersion from that' 
gmnd centre of catholic dominion, or, in the words of a late 
celebrated castle-builder, " (o keep us togedicr.* If there be 
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against the present mode of subscription, it . 
now remains, by way of summing up the 
evidence, to bring " forward'' certain other 
arguments contained in the Considerations, 
to which no answer has been attempted. It 
is contended, then, 

I. That stating any doctrine in a confession 
of faith with a greater degree of "precision'' 
than the Scriptures have done, is in effect 
to say, that the Scriptures have not stated 
it with "precision" enough; in other words, 
that the Scriptures are not sufficient.* — 
" Mere declamation^" 

II. That this experiment of leaving men at li- 
berty, and points of doctrine at large, has 

any *' indecency" in such a comparison, it must be charge- 
able on those who lead us to it, by making use of the same 
terms with the original architects, and to which the author of 
the Considerations evidently alludes. This detached note is 
concluded with as detached, and no less curious, an observa- 
tion, which the writer thinks may be a " sufficient answer*' to 
the whole, namely, that the author of the G)nsiderations ** has 
wrought no miracles for the conviction of the answerer and 
his associates." For what purpose this observation can be^ 
'' sufficient/' it is not easy to guess, except it be designed to 
insinuate, what may perhaps really be the case, that no Jess 
than a miracle will serve to cast out that kind of spirit which 
tas taken so full possession of them, or ever bring them to a 
sound mind, and a sincere love of truth. 
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been attended with the improvement of re- 
ligious knowledge, where and whenever it 
has been tried. And to this cause, so far 
as we can see, is owing the advantage 
which protestant countries in this respect 
possess above their popish neighbours. — 
No answer. 

III. That keeping people out of churches 
who might be admitted consistently with 
every end of public worship, and excluding 
men from communion who desire to em- 
brace it upon the terms that God pre- 
scribes, is certainly not encouraging, but 
rather causing men to forsake, the assem- 
bling of themselves together. — ^No an- 
swer. 

IV. That men are deterred from searching 
the Scriptures by the fear of finding there 
more or less than they looked for ; that is, 
something inconsistent with what they 
have already given their assent to, and 
must at their peril abide by. — No answer. 

V. That it is not giving truth a fair chance, to 
decide points at one certain time, and by 
one set of men, which had much better be 
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left to the socccsaive inquiries of diflSwfent 
age» wbd different persons*— No axiswer. 

VI. That it tends to multiply infidels amongst 
us, by exhibiting Christianity under a 
form and in a system which many are dis« 
gusted with, who yet will not be at the 
pains to inquire after any other. — No an- 
swer. 

At the conclusion of his pamphlet our au- 
thor is pleased to acknowledge, what few;, I 
find, care any longer to deny, " that tber€ laire 
some things in our Articles and Liturgy 
which he should be glad to see amended, 
many which he should be willing to give up 
to the scruples of others,'^ but that the heat 
and violence with which redress has been 
pursued, preclude all hope of accommodatioil 
g,nd tranquillity — that " we had better w^it, 
therefore, for more peaceable times, and be 
contented with our prejgent constitution as 
it is,^^ until a fairer prospect shall appear 
of changing it for the better.— After return- 
ing thanks, in the name of the " fraternity,'^ 
to him and to all who touch the burden (^ 
subscription with but one of their fingers, I 
would wish to leave with them tfcis observa^ 
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tion ; that as the man who attacks a flourish- 
ing establishment writes with a halter round 
his neck, few ever will be found to attempt 
alterations but men of more spirit than pru* 
dence, of more sincerity than caution, of 
eager and impetuous tempers ; that, conse** 
quently, if we are to wait for improvement till 
the cool, the calm, the discreet part of man- 
kind begin it, till church governors solicit, or 
ministers of state propose it — I will venture 
to pronounce, that (without His interposition 
with whom nothing is impossible) we may re- 
main as we are till the '^ renovation of all 
things/' 
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2 Peter, iii. 15, 16. 

Even as our beloved brother Paul aho^ ac-^ 
cording to the wisdom given unto Aim, 

- hath written unto you ; as also in all his 
epistles^ speaking in them of these things; 
in which are some things hard to be under-^ 
stoadf which they that are unlearned and 
Unstable wrest ^ as they do also the other 

. Scriptures^ unto their own destruction. 



It must not be dissembled that there are 
many real difficulties in the Christian Scrip- 
tures ; whilst, at the same time, more, I be- 
lieve, and greater, may justly be imputed to 
certain maxims of interpretation, which have 
obtained authority without reason, and are re- 
ceived without inquiry. One of these, as I ap- 
prehend, is the expecting to find, in the present 
circumstances of Christianity, ^ meaning for, 
or something answering to, every appellation 
and expression which occurs in Scripture; or, 
in other words, the applying to the personal 
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condition of Christians at this day, those ti- 
tles, phrases, propositions, and arguments, 
which belong solely to the situation of Chris- 
tianity at its first institution. 

I am aware of an objection which weighs 
much with many serious tempers, namely, 
that to suppose any part of Scripture to be 
inapplicable to us, is to su(^ose a part of 
Scripture to be useleiks ; which seems to de- 
tract from the perfection we attribute to these 
oracles of our salvation. To this I can only 
answer, that it would have been one c£ the 
st^rangest things in the world, if the writ- 
ings of the New Testament bad not, like all 
other books, been composed for the apprehen- 
sion, and consequently adapted to the cir- 
cumstances, of the persons they were address-* 
ed to ; and that it would have been equally 
strange, if the great, and in many respects the 
inevitable alterations, which have taken place 
in those circumstances, did not vary the ap- 
plication of Scripture language. 

I design in the following discourse^ to pro* 
pose some examples of tliis variation, from 
which you will judge, as I proceed, of tb© 
truth and importance of our general observe-' 
tion. 
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Wivi^t; at die time the Scriptures \rere writ>- 
ten, none were baptized but con^rtd, and 
none wer^ converted but from eonviction, and 
conviction produced, for tbe most part, a 
€Qrre8ponding reformation of life and.man^ 
ners. Hence baptism was only another name 
for conversion, and conversion was supposed 
to be sincere : in this sense was our Saviour^s 
promise, '^ be that believeth, and is bapti^edt 
ahall be saved^;"^ and in the same hip com^ 
nmnd to St. ^ul, ^^ arise, and be baptizedt 
and wash away thy sins'f';'' thb was that bap^ 
tism, " for the remission of sins,'' to wbi4?h 
St» Peter invited the Jews upon the day of 
Pent6cost:|:; that ^^ washing of regeneration^ ' 
by which, as St. Paul writes to Titus, " ha 
saved us§/' Now, when we coma to apeak of 
the baptism which obtains in most Christian 
churdies at present, where no conversion is 
supposed, or possible, it is manifest, that, if 
these expressions be applied at all, they must 
be applied with extreme qualification and r$« 
serve. 

Secondly ; the community of Christian^^ 
were at first a handful of men conne^pte^ 
amongst themselves by the $tri<;(est unip^ 

* Mark xvh 16, + Acte xxii. 16\ t Acts U SS. 

S Titw UL ^. 
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and divided from the rest of the world by a 
real difference of principle and persuasion^ 
and, what was more observable, by many 
outward peculiarities of worship and beha* 
viour. This society, considered collectively^ 
and as a body, were set apart from the rest 
of mankind for a more gracious dispensation^ 
as well as actually distinguished by a supe^ 
rior purity of life and conversation. In this 
view, and in opposition to the unbelieving 
world, they were denominated in. Scripture' 
by titles of great seeming dignity and import; 
they were " elect/' " called,"' ** saints*;'' they 
were " in Christ-f-;" they were " a chosen ge- 
neration, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
peculiar people ;{;." That is, these terms wera 
employed to distinguish the professors of 
Christianity from the rest of mankind, in the 
same manner as the names of Greek and BaN 
barian, Jew and Gentile, distinguished the 
peq>le of Greece and Israel from other na- 
tions. The application of such phrases to the 
whole body of Christians is become now ob- 
scure ; partly because it is not easy to con- 
ceive of Christians as a body at all, by reason 
of the extent of their name and numbers, and 
the Iktle visible union that subsists among 

* Rom. viii. 33. u 6, 7- t viii. 1. % i Pet. ii. 9* 
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them ; and, partly, because the heathen world 
^ith whom they were conpared, and to which 
comparison these phrases relate, is now ceased, 
t>r is retaoved from our observation. Sup- 
posing, therefore, these expressions to have a 
perpetual meaning, and either forgetting the 
original use of them, or finding that, at this 
time, in a great measure exhausted and insig- 
nificant, we resort to a sense and an applica- 
tion of them, easier, it may be, to our com- 
prehension, but extremely foreign from the 
design of their authors, namely, to distingtii^h 
individuals amongst us, the professors of 
Christianity, from , one i another : agreeably 
ta which idea, the most flattering of these 
names,, the ** elect,'" ** called,'" " saints,"' hisive, 
by bold and unlearned .men, heen. appropri- 
ated to themselves and their own party with 
a presumption and conceit injurious to the re- 
putation of our religion amongst *^ them that 
are without," and extremely disgusting to the 
5ober part of its professors ; whereas^ that 
such titles were intended in a sense cpn^mon 
to all Christian converts, is wiell argued from 
many places in which they occur, in which 
places you may plainly substitute the terms 
convert^ . ox converted^ for the strongest of 
these phrases without any alteration of the au- 
thor's meaning, e. g. ** dare any of you go to 
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law before the. uDJust iind not before the 
damt^ f " is any smu caUed being circump* 
cised, let him not become uncircumcised-f':'' 
^* the church that is at Babylon elected togei* 
ther with you saluteth you J:" '^ salute An» 
dronicus and Junia who were in Christ before 

Thirdly ; in opposition to the Jews, who 
were so much offended by the preaching of 
the Gospel to the Gentiles^ St, Paul mabtains, 
with great industry, that it was God Al* 
mighty's intention, from the first, to subt^it 
tute at a fit season into the place of the re* 
jected Israelites a society of men taken in^* 
differently out of all nations under heaveot 
^nd admitted to be the people of God upoi^ 
easier and more comprehensive terms : this is 
expressed in the Epistle to the Ephesians, as 
follows^-^^^ Having made known onto us the 
mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure which he hath purposed in himself^ 
that, in the dispensation of the fulnesfi ai 
times, he might gather together in one ali 
things in Christ||/^ The scheme of collecting 
such a society was what God foreknew be« 
^re the foundation of the world ; was what 

* 1 Cor- vi. I. +1 Cor. vii. 18. J 1 Pet v. IS, 
^ Horn, xvi. 7* || Eph« i* 9i 10. abo see £ph« Mi. 5, $. 
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he did predestinate ; was the etemal purpoaa^ 
irhich be purposed in Christ Jeans ; and, by 
consequence, this society, in their collective 
capacity, were the objects of this foreknow- 
ledge, predestination, and purpose; that is, in 
the language of the s^stles, they were they 
^* whom he did foreknow,'* they ** whom he 
did predestinate*;'* they were " chosen in 
Christ before the foundation of the world-f*;*' 
tbey were ** elect according to the foreknow- 
ledge of God the Father:J;/* This doctrine 
has nothing in it harsh or obscure. But what 
have we made of it ? The rejection of the 
Jews, and the adopting another community 
into their place, composed, whilst it was car- 
rying on, an object of great ntagnitude in the 
attention of the inspired writers who under- 
stood and observed it. This event, which 
engaged so much the thoughts of the apostle, 
H now only read of, and hardly that — the 
T^ity and the importance of it are little 
known or attended to. Lx>sing sight, there- 
fore, of the proper occasion of these expres- 
flsons, yet willing, after our fashion, to adapt 
them to ourselves, and finding nothing else in 
our circumstances that suited with them, we 
^ have learnt at length to apply them to the 

• am. TO. «9* t Epii. i. 4. t 1 Pet i. 2. 
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final destiny of individuals at the day of judge- 
ment ; and, upon this foundation, has been 
erected a doctrine which lays the axe at once 
_to the root of all religion, that of an absolute 
appointment to salvation or perdition inde- 
pendent of ourselves or any thing we can do ; 
and, what is extraordinary, those very argu- 
ments and expressions (Rom. chap. ix. x. xi.), 
which the apostle employed to vindicate the 
impartial mercies of God, against the narrow 
and excluding claims of Jewish prejudice^ 
have been interpreted to ei^tablish a dispensa- 
tion the most arbitrary and partial that could 
be devised^ 

Fourthly; the conversion of a grown person 
from Heathenism to Christianity, which is the 
case of conversion commonly intended in the 
Epistles, was a change of which we have now ^ 
no just conception : it was a new name, a new 
language, a new society ; a new faith, a new 
hope; a new object of worship, a new rule of 
Jife ; a history was disclosed full of discovery 
and surprise ; a prospect of futurity was un- 
folded, beyond imagination awful and august; 
the same description appHes in a great part, 
though not entirely, to the conversion of a 
Jew. This, accompanied as it was with the 
pardon of every former sin (Romanis iii. 25.), 
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was such an aera in a man^s life, so remarkable 
a period in his recollection, such a revolu- 
tion of every thing that w^s most important 
to him, as might well admit of those strong 
figures and significant allusions by which it is 
described in Scripture : it was a "regenera- 
tion*i^^ or a new birth ; it was to be ^* born 
again of God, and of the Spirit^f-;'' it was 
to be "dead to sin,'" and "alive from the 
deadj;'' it was to be " buried with Christ in 
baptism, and raised togetner with him§ f it 
was "a new creaturej|,'^ and "a n^w <ire- 
ationf :'' it was a translation froni the condi- 
tion of " slaves to that of sons**;'' from 
"strangers ahd foreigners, to be fellow-citizens 
with the saints, and of the household of 
God-fi^/' It is manifest that no change equal 
or similar to the conversion of a Heathen can 
be experienced by us, or by any one edu- 
cated in a Christian country, and to whom 
the facts, precepts, and hopes of Christianity, 
lulve been firdm his infancy familiar : yet we 
• will retain the same knguage ; and what has 
been the consequence ? One sort of men, ob- 
serving nothing in the lives of Christians cor- 
responding to the magnificence, if I may ^o 

♦ Tit. iii. 5. + John i. 13. iii, 5. J Rom. vi. 2. 13. 
§ Col. ii. 12. II 2 Cor. v. 17. 1[ Eph. iv. 24. 

** Gal. iv. 7. tt Eph.-ii. 19. 
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saj, of these expnassbns, have been tempted 
to conclude, that the expressions, tbemiselvM 
had no foundation in truth and nature, or in 
any thing but the enthusiasm of their authors. 
Others, again, understand these phrases to 
signify nothing more, than that gradual 
amendment of life Bxid conversation, which 
reason and religion sometimes produce in par^ 
ticular Christians : of which interpretation it 
is truly said, that it degrades too much tine 
proper force of language, to apply exprrasions 
of such energy and import to an event so or^^ 
dinary in its own nature, and which is com*- 
mon to Christianity with evwy other moral 
institution. Lastly ; a third sort, in order to 
satisfy these expression to th^ full extent, 
have imagined to themselves certain percept 
tible impulses of the Holy Ghost, by which, in 
an instant, and in a manner, iio doubt, suffix 
oiently extraordinary, they are " regeneriite 
and born of the Spirit;^' they betx^ne *^ new 
creatures ;'' they are made the "sons of God/' 
who were before the " children of wrath f 
they are " freed from sin,'' and *^ frcmi 
death;'' they are chosen, that is, and sealed, 
without a possibility of fall, unto salvation. 
Whilst the patrons of a more sober exposition 
have been often challenged, and sometimes 
confounded, with the question— If such ex- 
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pressions of Scripture do not mean this, what 
do they mean ? To which we answer. Nothing: 
nothing, that is, to us ; nothing to be found, 
or sought for, in the present circumstances of 
Christianity. 

More examples might be produced, in 
which the unwary use of Scripture language 
has been the occasion of difficulties and mis- 
takes- — but I forbear — the present are suffi- 
cient to show, that it behoves every one who 
undertakes to explain the Scriptures, before 
he determine to whom or what an expression 
is now-a-days to be applied, to consider dili- 
gently whether it admit of any such applica^ 
tion at all ; or whether it is not rather to be re- 
strained to the precise circumstances and occa* 
sion for which it was originally composed. 

I make no apology for addressing this sub-* 
ject to this audience; because whatever re* 
lates to the interpretation of Scripture, re* 
lates, as I conceive, to us; for if, by any light 
we may cast upon these ancient books, we 
can enable and invite the people to read the 
Bible for themselves, we discharge, in my 
judgement, the first duty of our function ; 
ever bearing in mind^ that we are the mini-: 
sters not of our own fame or fancies, but of 
the sincere Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

It is recommended to those who nre preparing 
for holy orders, \vithin the diocese of Carlisle, to 
read Collier's Sacred Interpreter, and the Four 
Gospels with Clark^s Parafrinrasc ; and to candi- 
dates for priests' orders, carefully to peruse Tay* 
lor's Paraphrase on the Romans. 
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1 Timothy, iv. 12, 
Let no man despise thy youth. 

The author of this epistle, with many better 
qualities, possessed in a great degree what we 
at this day call a knowledge of the world. 
He knew, that although age and honours, au» 
thority of station and splendour of appear* 
anee, usually command the veneration of 
mankind, unless counteracted by some de* 
grading vice, or egregious impropriety of be- 
haviour ; yet, that where these advantages are 
wanting, where no distinction can be claimed 
from rank, importance from power, or dig- 
nity from years; in such circumstances, aad 
imder the inevitable depression of narrow for-- 
tunes, to procure and preserve respect re- 
quires both care and merit. The apostle also 
knew, and in the text taught his beloved con- 
vert, that to obtain the respect of those 
amongst whom he exercised his ministry, was 
an object deserving the ambition of a Chris- 
tian teacher, not indeed for his own sake, but 
for theirs, there being little reason to hope 
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that any would profit by his instruction who 
despised his person. 

If St. Paul thought an admonition of this 
sort worthy of a place in his Epistle to Timo- 
thy, it cannot surely be deemed either beside 
or beneath the solemnity of this occasion, to 
deliver a few practicable rules of life and be- 
haviour, which may recommend you to the 
esteem of the people, to whose service and sal- 
vation you are now about to dedicate your 
lives and labours. 

In the first place, the statioas which you are. 
likely, for some time at least, to occupy in the, 
church, although not capable of all the means 
Qf rendering service and challenging respect,, 
which fall within the power of your siuperiprs, 
are free from many prejudices that attend upon 
higher preferments. Interfering intearests and 
disputed righ^ts ; or, where there is no place for 
dispute, the very claim and reception of le^l 
dues, so long as what is received by the mini-j 
ster is taken from the parishioner, form often-^ 
times anjilmost insuperable obstruction. to the 
best endeavours that can be used to conciliate, 
thegood-wiUof a neighbourhood. These diffi- 
culties perplex not t/ou. In whatever contests 
with his parishioners the principal may be 
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engaged, the cwra#€ has neither dispute nor 
demand to stand between him and the affec-p 
tions of his congregation. 

Another and a still more favourable circum- 
stance in your situation is this ; being upon a 
level with the greatest part of your parishion« 
ers, you gain an access to their conversation 
and confidence, which is rarely granted to 
the superior clergy, without extraordinary 
address and the most insinuating advances 
on their parts. And this is a valuable privi- 
lege ; for it enables you to inform yourselves 
of the moral and religious state of your flocks^ 
of their wants and weaknesses, their habits 
and opinions, of the vices which prevail, and 
the principles from which they proceed : in a 
word, it enables you to study the distemper 
before you apply th6 remedy ; and not only 
so, but to apply the remedy in the most com«o 
modious form, and with the best effect ; by 
private persuasion and reproof, by gentle and 
unsuspected conveyances in the intimacy of 
friendship and opportunities of conversation. 
To this must be added the many occasions, 
which the living in habits of society with 
your parishioners affords you of reconciling 
dissensions, healing animosities, administer- 
ing advice to the young and inexperienced, 
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and con&oktion to age and misery. I pat 
you in mind of this advantage, because the 
right use of it constitutes one of the most re- 
spectable employments not only of our order, 
but of human nature ; and leaves you, believe 
roe, little to envy in the condition of your su- 
periors, or to regret in your own. It is true, 
that this description supposes you to reside 
so Constantly, and to continue so long in the 
same parish, as to haye formed some acquaint*^ 
ance with th^ persons and characters of your 
parishioners ; and what scheme of doing good 
in your profession, or even of doing your 
duty, does not suppose this ? 

But whilst I recommend a just concern for 
pur reputation, and a proper desire of public 
esteem, I would by no means flatter that 
passion fbr praise and popularity^ which seiase$ 
oftentimes the minds of young clergymen^ 
especially when their first appeai^nce in their 
profession has been received with more thacf 
common approbation. Unfortunate success 
if it incite them to seek feme by affectation 
and hypocrisy, or lead, as vanity sometimes 
ddes, to enthusiasm and extravagance* This 
\s not the taste of character I am holding out 
to yom imitation. The popular preacher 
courts femie for its own sake, or for ^hat he 
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ean make of it ; the sincerelj pious minister 
of Christ modestly invites esteem, only or 
principally, that it may lend efficacy to his 
instruction, and weight to his reproofs ; the 
one seeks to be known and proclaimed 
abroad, the other is content with the silent 
respect of his neighbourhood, sensible that 
that is the theatre upon which alone his good 
name can assist him in the discharge of his 
duty. 

It may be necessary likewise to caution you 
against some awkward endeavours to lift 
themselves into importance, which young clep- 
gyinen not unfrequently fall upon ; sucjh M a 
conceited way of speaking, new airs and gei*- 
tures, affected manners, a mimicry of the 
fashions, language, and diversions, or even df 
the follies and vices, of higher life ; a hunting 
after the acquaintance of the great, a cold and 
distant behaviour towards their former equals, 
and a contemptuous tieglect of their society, 
Nothing was ever gained by these arts, if 
they deserve the name of arts, but derision 
«nd dislike. Possibly they may not offend 
against any rule of moral probity, but if they 
disgust those with whom you are to live, and 
Upon whom the good you do must be done, 
they defeat not only their own end, but,^in 
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a gfeat measure, the very design and use of 
your vocation. 

Having premised these few observations, I 
proceed to describe the qualities which prin- 
cipally conduce to the end we have at present 
in view, the possession of a fair and respected 
character. 

And the first virtue (for so I will call it) 
which appears to me of importance for this 
purpose, is frugality. If there be a situation 
in the world in which profusion is without ex^ 
cuse, it is in that of a young clergyman who 
has little beside his profession to depend 
upori for his support. It is folly — it is riiin^ 
— ^FoUy^ for whether it aim at luxury or 
show, it must fall miserably short of its design. 
In these competitions we are outdone by every 
rival. The provision which clergymen meet 
with upon their entrance into the church 
is adequate in most cases to the wants and 
decencies of their situation, but to nothing 
more. To pretend to more, is to set up our 
poverty not only as the subject of constant 
^observation, but as a laughing-stock to every 
observer. Profusion is ruin ; for it ends, and 
soon too, in debt, in injustice, and insolvency. 
You well know how meanly, in the country 
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' more especially, every man is thought of who 
cannot pay his credit ; in what terms he is 
spoken of — in what light he is viewed — what 
a deduction this is from his good qualities 
— what an aggravation of his bad ones — what 
insults he is exposed to from his creditors, 
what contempt from all. Nor is this judge- 
ment far amiss. Let him not speak of ho- 
nesty, who is daily practising deceit ; for every 
man who is not paid is deceived. Let him 
not talk of liberality, who puts it out of his 
power to perform one act of it. Let him not 
boast of spirit, of honour, of independence^ 
who fears the face of his creditors, and who 
meets a creditor in every street. There is no 
meanness in frugality : the meanness is in 
those shifts and expedients, to w,hich extrava- 
gance is sure to bring men. Profusion is a 
very equivocal proof of generosity. The pro- 
per distinction is not between him who spends 
and him who saves ; for they may be equally 
selfish ; but between him who spends upon 
himself, and him who spends upon others; 
When I extol frugality, it is not to praise that 
minute parsimony which serves for little but 
to vex ourselves and tease those about us, but 
to persuade you to economy upon a plan, and 
thkt plan deliberately adjusted to your cir- 
cumstances and expectations. Set out with 
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if,~and it is easy ; to retrieve, out of a wnall 
income^ is only not impossible. Frugality ia 
this sense, we preach not only as an article of 
prudence, but as a lesson of virtue. Of this 
frugality it has been truly said, that it is the 
parent of liberty, of independence, of genet - 
rosity, 

A second essential part of a clergyman^^ 
character, is sobrkty. In the scale of human 
vices there may be some more criminal than 
drunkenness, but none so humiliating. A 
xjlergyman cannot, without infinite confusioii, 
produce himself in the pulpit before those 
who have been witnesses to his intemperance* 
The folly and extravagance, the rage and ri«i 
baldry, the boasts and quarrels, the idiotiam 
and brutality of that condition^ will rise up 
in their imaginations in full colours* To disf* 
course of temperance, to touch in the remob- 
est degree upon the subject^ is but to revive 
his own shame. For you will soon have oe* 
casion to observe, thai those who are the 
slowest, in taking any part of a sermon to ^ 
themselves, are surprisingly acute in apply^. 
ing it to the preacher* 

Another vice, which there is the /same, to* 
gether with many additional, reasons for 
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guarding you against, is dissoluteness. In mj 
judgement, th« crying sin and calamity of 
this country at present, is liisentiousness in 
the intercourse of the sexes. It is a vice 
which hardly admits of argument or dissiwi^ 
sion. It can only be encountered by the cen*- 
sures of the good, and the discouragement it 
receives from the most respected orders of 
the community* What then shall we say^ 
when they who ought to cure the malady, 
propagate the contagion ? Upon this subject 
bear away one observation, that when you 
suffer yourselves to be engaged in any un- 
chaste connexion, you not only corrupt an 
individual by your solicitations, but debauch 
a whole neighbourhood by the proflfgacy of 
youf example. 

The habit I will next recommend as the 
foundation of almost all other good ones, i$ 
retirement* Were I requir^ to comprise my 
advice to young clergymen in one sentence, it 
should be in this. Learn to live alone. Half 
of your fiztults originate from the want of this 
faculty- It is impatience of solitude whiph 
carries you continually from your parishes, 
your home, and your duty ; makes you fort^ 
most in every party of pleasure and place of 
diversion ; dissipates your thoughts, distracts 
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your studies, leads you into expense, keeps 
you in distress, puts you out of humour with 
your profession^ causes you to please your- 
selves at the head of some low company, or 
to fasten yourselves as despicable retainers to 
the houses and society of the rich. Whatever 
may be the case with those, wh se fortunes 
and opportunities can command a constant 
succession of company ; in situations like ours 
to be able to pass our time with satisfaction 
alone, and at home, is' not only a preservative 
of character, but the very secret of happiness. 
Do what we will, we must be much and often 
by ourselves ; if this be irksome, the main 
portions of life will be unhappy. Besides 
which, we. are not the less qualified for so- 
ciety, because we are able to live without it. 
Our company will be the more welcome for 
being liever obtruded. It is \^ith this, as 
with many pleasures: he meets with it the 
oftenest, and enjoys it the best, who can most 
easily dispense with thewant of it. 

But what, you say, shall I do alone ? read- 
ing is my proper occupation iand my pleasure*' 
but books are out of my reach^ and beyond 
my purchase.They who make this complaint 
are such as seek nothing from books but 
amusement, and find amusement in none but 
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works of narrative or imagination. This taste, 
I allow, cannot be supplied by any moderate 
expense or ordinary opportunities : but apply 
yourselves to study ; take in hand any branch 
of useful science^. especially of those parts of 
it which are subsidiary to the knowledge of 
religion, and a few books will suffice ; for in- 
stance, a commentary upon the New Testa- 
ment, read so as to be remembered, will em- 
ploy a great deal of leisure very profitably. 
There is likewise another resource, which you 
have forgot, I mean the composition of ser- 
mons. I am far from refusing you the bene- 
fit of other men's labours; I only require that 
they be called in not to flatter laziness, but to 
assist industry. You find yourself unable to 
furnish a sermon every week; try to compose 
one every month : depend upon it you will 
.consult your own satisfaction, as well as the 
edi^catipn of your hearers ; and that however 
inferior your compositions may be to those 
of others in some respects, they will be better 
delivered, and better received; they will 
<;ompensate for many defects by a closer ap- 
plication to the ways and manners, the actual 
thoughts, reasoning, and language, the errors, 
.doubts, prejudices, and vices, the habits, 
characters, and propensities of your congre- 
gation, than can be expected from borrowed 
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discouree«-~at toy rate, you are passing your 
time virtuously and honourably. 

With retirement, 1 connect reserve; by 
which I mean, in the first place, some degree 
of delicacy in the choice of your company, 
and of refinement in your pleasures. Above 
all things, keep out of public-houses-— you 
have no business there—your being seen to 
go in and out of them is disgraceful — ^your 
presence in these places entitles every man 
who meets you there, to affront you by coarse 
jests, by indecent or opprobrious topics of 
conversation-^neither be seen at drunken 
feasts, boisterous sports, late hours, or barw 
barous diversions— let your amusements, Uk€ 
every thing about you^ be still and quiet and 
unoffending. Carry the same reserve into 
your correspondence with your superiors. 
Pursue preferment, if any prospects of it 
present themselves, not only by honourable 
means, but with moderate anxiety. It is not 
essential to happiness, perhaps not very con* 
ducive— were it of greater importance than 
it is, no more successful rule could be givei^ 
you, than to do your duty quietly and con* 
Ibentedly, and to let things take their course. 
You may have heen brought up with dif- 
ferent aotioiiS) but be assured, that for once 
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thiat preferment is forfeited by modesty, it is 
ten times lost by intrusion and importunity. 
Every one sympathizes with neglected merits 
but who shall lament over repulsed impu- 
dence? 

The last expedient I shall mention, and 
in conjunction with the others, a very effica* 
cious one towards engaging respect, is seri- 
ousness in your deportment, especially in 
discharging the offices of your professioni 
Salvation is so awfiil a concern, that no hu- 
man being, one would think, could be pleased 
with seeing it, or any thing belonging to it, 
treated with levity. For a moment, in a cer- 
tain state of the spirits, men may divert them- 
selves, or aflect to be diverted, by sporting 
with their most sacred interests ; but no one 
in bis heart derides religion long — What are 
we*— any of us ? — religion soon will be our 
only care and friend. Seriousness, therefore, 
in a clergyman is agreeable, not only to the 
serioud, but to men of all tempers and de- 
scriptions. And seriousness is enough: a 
prepossessing appearance, a melodious voice, 
a graceful delivery, are indeed enviable ac^ 
compKshments ; but much, we apprehend, 
may be done without them. The great point 
is, to be thought in earnest. Seem not theii 
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to be brought to any part of your duty by 
constraint, to perform it with reluctance, to 
go through it in haste, or to quit it with 
symptoni3 of delight. In reading the ser* 
vices of the church, provided you manifest a 
conscientiousness of the meaning and import- 
ance of what you are about, and betray no 
contempt of your duty, or of your congre- 
gation, your manner cannot be too plain and 
simple. Your common method of speaking, 
if it be not too low, or too rapid, do not 
alter, or only so much as to be heard dis- 
tinctly. I mention this, because your elo- 
cution is more apt to offend by stmining and 
stiffness, than on the side of ease and fami- 
liarity. The same plainness and simplicity 
which I recommend in the delivery, prefer 
also in the style and composition of your 
sermons. Ornaments, or even accuracy of 
language, cost the writer much trouble, and 
produce small advantage to the hearer. Let 
the character of your sermons be truth and 
information, and a decent particularity. Pro- 
pose one point in one discourse, and stick to 
it ; a hearer never carries away more than 
one impression — disdain not the old fashion 
of dividing your sermons into heads— in the 
hands of a master this may be dispiensed 
with ; in yours, a sermon which rejects these 
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helps to perspicuity, will turn out a bewil- 
dered rhapsody, without aim or effect, order 
or conclusion. In a word, strive to make 
your discourse useful, and they who profit by 
your preaching, will soon learn, and long 
continue, to be pleased with it. 

I have now finished the enumeration of 
those qualities which are required in the 
clerical character, and which, wherever they 
meet, make even youth venerable, and po- 
verty respected ; which will secure esteem 
under every disadvantage of fortune, person, 
and situation, and notwithstanding great de- 
fects of abilities and attainments. But I 
must not stop here : a good name, fragrant 
and precious as it is, is by us only valued in 
subserviency to our duty, in subordination to 
a higher reward. If we are niore tender of 
our reputation, if we are more studious of 
esteem, than others, it is from a persuasion, 
that by first obtaining the respect of our con- 
gregation, and next by availing ourselves of 
that respect, to promote amongst them peace 
and virtue, useful knowledge and benevolent 
dispositions, we are purchasing to ourselves 
a reversion and inheritance valuable above all 
price, important beyond every other interest 
or success. 
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Go, then, into the vineyard of the Gospel, 
arid may the grace of God go with you! 
The religion you preach is true. Dispense 
its ordinances with seriousness, its doctrines 
with sincerity — urge its precepts, display its 
hopes, produce its terrors — •* be sober, be 
vigilant*' — " have a good report'' — confirm 
the &ith of others, testify and adorn your 
own, by the virtues of your life ^.nd the sanc- 
tity of your reputation — be peaceable, be 
^courteous ; condescending to men of the low- 
est condition—" apt to teach, willing to 
communicate f so far as the immutable laws 
irf truth and probity will permit, " be every 
thing unto all men, that. ye may gain sorne^'' 

The world will requite you with its esteem. 
The awakened sinner, the enlightened saint, 
the young whom you have trained to virtue, 
the old whom you have visited with the con^- 
isolations of Christianity, shall pursue yon 
with'prevailing blessings and effectual prayers. 
You will close your lives and ministry wnth 
consciences void of offence, and full of hope, 
^ — ^To present at the last day even one re- 
covered soul, reflect how grateful an offering 
it will be to Hm, whose commission was to 
save a world — infinitely, no doubt, but still 
only in degree, does our oflSce differ frorn 
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His — ^himself the first-bom, it was the busi- 
ness of his life, the merit of his death, the 
counsel of his Father's love, the exercise and 
consummation of his own, " to bring manj 
brethren unto glory/' 
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Ephesians, IV, 11, 12. 

And he gave somej apostles; and somej pro^ 
phets; and some^ evangelists; and somcj 
pastors and teachers; for the perfecting 
of the saints^ for the work of the ministry^ 
for the edifying of the body of Christ. 

In our reasoning and discourses upon the 
rules and nature of the Christian dispensation, 
there is no distinction which ought to be pre- 
served with greater care, than that which ex- 
ists between the institution, as it addresses 
the conscience and regulates the duty of par- 
ticular Christians, and as it regards the dis- 
cipline and government of the Christiail 
church. It was our Saviour^s design, and the 
first object of his ministry, to afford to a lost 
and ignorant world such discoveries of their 
Creator's will, of their own interest, and fu- 
ture destination; such assured principles of 
faith, and rules of practice; such new motives, 
terms, and means of obedience ; as might en- 
able all, and engage many, to enter upon a 

g2 
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course of life, which, by rendering the person 
who pursued it acceptable to God, would con- 
duct him to happiness, in another stage of his 
existence. - 

It was a seqond iptention of the Founder 
of Christianity, but subservient to the former, 
tp associate those who consented to take 
upon them the profession of hi^ faith and ser* 
vice, injto a separate community, for the pur- 
-pose of united worship and mutual edification, 
for the better transmission and manifestation 
of the faith that was delivered to them, but 
principally to promote the exercise of that 
fraternal disposition whic^ their new relatiop 
to eadi oUier, whidi the visible participation 
of the same name and hope and calling, was 
calculated to excite^ 

From n view of theise (listinot parts of tl)e 
evangelic dispensation,, we are led to place a. 
real difference, between t))Q religion of parti- 
cular Christians, and the polity of Christ'* 
church* The one is personal and individual 
-'-acknowledges no sulyection to human ao* 
thority — ^is transacted ia the heart — is ao aq- 
pount between God and our own cohscieniaes 
alone; the other, aj^ertaining to society (Ul^ 
every thing wlucU relates to the joint; i^^* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



63 

«st and rec^uii^a tike eo*ot>eratioQ of many 
persons), is visible and external — prescribe* 
rules of common order, for the observation of 
which, we ar6 responsible not only to God, 
but tb the society of which we are members, 
or, what is the same thing, to those with 
whom the public authority of the society i^ 
deposited. 

But the diflference which I am principally 
^>ncerned to establish consists in this, that 
whilst the precepts of Christian morality and 
the fandamental articles of the faith are, fo* 
the most part, preeise and absolute, are <rf 
perpetual, universal, and unalterable obliga-^ 
tion ; the laws which respect the discipline, 
initpuction, and government of the commu- 
Mty, are delivered in termi» so general and 
indefinite as to admit of an application adapts 
ed to the mutable condition and varying exi-« 
gencies of the Christian churchy •^ As my 
Father hath sent me, so send I you/' " Le« 
every thing be done decently and in order.^ 
^ Lay bands sudcfenly cm no man." " Lef 
him that rufeth <^ it '«rith diUgence/' •* The 
tilings which thou httst heard of me, the sani^ 
commit thou to feithful tron, who shall b* 
able to teach others also/' •' For this cans* 
left I thee, that thou shouldest set in order the 
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things that are, wanting, and ordain elders in 
every city/' 

These are all general directions, supposing, 
indeed, the existence of a regular ministry in 
the church, but describing no specific order 
of pre-eminence or distribution of office and 
authority. If any other instances can be ad- 
duced more circumstantial than these, they 
will be found, like the appointment of the se- 
ven deacons, the collections for the saints, the 
laying by in store upon the first day of the 
week, to be rules of the society, rather than 
laws of tlie religion — recommendations and 
expedients fitted to the state of the several 
churches by those who then administered the 
affairs of them, rather than precepts delivered 
with a solemn design of fixing a constitution 
for succeeding ages. Thejust ends of religious 
as of civil union are eternally the same; but 
the means by which these end» may be best 
promoted and secured, will vary with the vi- 
cissitudes of time and occasion, will difier ac* 
eording to the local circumstances, the pecu- 
liar situation, the improvement, character, or 
even the prejudices and passions, of the several 
communities upon whose conduct and edifi* 
cation they are intended to operate.^ 
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/ The apostolic directions which are pre* 
served in the writings of the New Testament^ 
seem to exclude no ecclesiastical constitution 
which the experience and more instructed 
judgement of future ages might find it expe- 
dient to adopt. And this reserve, if we may 
so call it, in the legislature of the Christian 
church, was wisely suited to its primitive 
condition, compared with its expected pro- 
gress and extent. The circumstances of Chris- 
tianity in the early period of its propagation 
were necessarily very unlike those which 
would take place when it became the esta- 
blished religion of great nations. The rudi- 
ments, indeed, of the future plant were in- 
volved within the grain of mustard seed, but 
still a different treatment was required for its 
sustentation when the birds of the air lodged 
amongst its branches. A small select society 
under the guidance of inspired teachers, with- 
out temporal rights and without property, 
founded in the midst of enemies, and living 
in subjection to unbelieving rulers, divided 
from the rest of the world by many singu- 
larities of conduct and persuasion, and ad- 
verse to the idolatry which public authority 
every where supported, differed so much 
from the Christian church after Christianity 
prevailed as the religion of the state ; when 
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ks e^MioAy Ib^cus^ ^ttidmlly ifitenroven 
«rith thi^ 6ml govirbttej^t pf Ae dountry ; 
l^heii tlw piitity ttad propagation of its fikith 
iirere kl% to th^ ordinary expedibnts of huititift 
im^mctiOtt And Utt itollitotio Stripture; xrlMtl 
p^te6ittiOa aii# indigeliM wet^ to be buc^ 
6Md^d by te^l security ahd public provision 
^'-Mclacidi3dtiii& and pi^briftus opportuaitieis of 
heariiig the word and totnmtthicating in th<^ 
lites of Christianity, by stationary pastonl 
knd appropriated se^Ons^ as well as places, of 
teligi6uSi Worship iahd resott : I say, the situa- 
tion of the Christian community was so diP- 
feireht in the infknt and adult sfcate of Chriis- 
tiamty, th^t the highest inconvenience would 
Itove foUoWfed from festSaWishing A precise cott* 
Stitution which wias to be obligatory upon 
bodb : the' same disposition of afiairs which 
Was most commodious and conducive to tiS^ 
fic&tion in the one^ becoming probably im> 
practicable under the circumistances^ or alto^ 
gethet inadequate to the wants, of the other; 

What farther necommends the fbrbeartince 
<)t:lsef*vable in this part of the Christian in^ 
stitution, is the consideration, that as Chri$<* 
tianity Solicited admission intd every country 
in the world, it cautiously refrained fi^m in- 
terfering with the municipal regnlatiims 6^ 
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civil conditiiMi of anj^ Negligent of erery 
view, but V9hM reinted to the deliveranoe of 
msinkind from spiritual perdition, the Saviour 
of the world advanced no pretensions which, 
fey disturbing the arrangements of human 
polity, might present an obstacle to the recep^ 
tion of his faith. We may ascribe it to this 
design, that he left the laws of his churcb so 
open and indeterminate, that whilst the ends 
of religious communion were sufficiently de* 
clared, the form of the society might be assi- 
milated to the civil constitution of each coun« 
try, to which it should always communicate 
strength and support in t^tum for the protec* 
tion it received. If there be any truth in 
these olDservationS, they lead to this tempep* 
ate and charitable conclusion, ^ that Ghris* 
tianity may be professed under any form of 
church government/* 

But though all things are lawful, all things 
are not expedient. If we concede to oth^t 
churches the Christian legality of their con- 
stitution, so long as Christian worship and' in- 
struction are competently provided for, we 
may be allowed to maintain the advantage of 
bur own, upon principles which all parties ac- 
knowledge — considerations of public utiHtyi 
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We may be allowed to contend, that whilst 
we imitate, so far as a great disparity of cir- 
cumstances permits, the example, and what 
we apprehend to be the order, of the apostolic 
age, our church and ministry are inferior to 
none in the great object of their institution, 
their suitableness to promote and uphold the 
profession, knowledge, and influence, of pure 
Christianity. The separation of a particular 
order of men for the work of the ministry — 
the reserving to these exclusively, the conduct 
of public worship and the preaching of the 
wbrd--^the distribution of the , country into 
districts, and the assigning of each district to 
the care and charge of its proper pastor-^ 
lastly, the appointment to the clergy of a 
maintenance independent of the caprice of 
their congregation, are measures of ecclesias- 
tical policy which have been adopted by 
every national establishment of Christianity 
in the world. Concerning these points there 
exists no controversy. The chief article of 
regulation, upon which the judgement of some 
protestant churches dissents from ours is, 
that whilst they have established a perfect 
parity among their clergy, we prefer a dis- 
tinction of orders in the church, not only as 
recommend^ by the usage of the purest 
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times, but as better calculated to promote, 
ifvhat all churches mu^t desire, the credit aiKl 
efficacy of the sacerdotal office. 

The force and truth of this last considera- 
tion I will endeavour to evince. 

First, the body of the clergy, in common 
with every regular society, must necessarily 
contain some internal provision for the govern* 
ment and correction of its members. Where 
a distinction of orders is not acknowledged, 
this government can only be administered by 
synods and assemblies, because the supposi<* 
tion of equality forbids the delegation of au* 
thority to single persons. Now, although it 
may be requisite to consult and collect the 
opinions of a community, in the momentous 
deliberations which ought to precede the es- 
. tablishment of those public laws by which it 
is to be bound ; yet in every society the ex- 
ecution of these laws, the current and ordi- 
nary affairs of its government, are better ma- 
naged by fewer hands. To commit personal 
questions to public debate, to refer every case 
and character which requires animadversion, 
tp the suffrages and examination of a nume* 
rous assembly, what is it, but to feed and to 
perpetuate contention, to supply materials for 
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eitdless altercation, and opportunitiM for th# 
indulgence of concealed enmity and priVatef 
prejudices? The complaint of age* testifies, 
with bow much inflammation, and how little 
equity, ecclesiastical conventions have con* 
ducted their proceedings ; how apt intrigue 
has ever been to pervert inquiry, and clamour 
to confound discussion. Whatever may be 
the other benefits of equality, peace is best se-* 
cured by subordination. And if this be a con- 
sideration of moment in every society, it is 
of peculiar importance to the clergy. Preach*- 
ers of peace, ministers of charity and of re- 
conciliation to the world, that constitution 
surely ill befits their office and character 
which has a tendency to erigage them in con- 
tests and disputes with one another. 

Secondly, the appointment of various or- 
ders in the church may be considered as the 
stationing of ministers of religion in the vari- 
ous ranks of civil life. The distinctions of 
the clergy ought, in some measure, to cor^ 
respond with the distinctions of lay-society, 
in order to supply each classs of tiie people 
with a clergy of their ovtn level and descrip- 
tion, with whom they may li^^ and associate 
vtpdn terms of equality- This reason is ndt 
imaginary nor insignificant. The usefulness 
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4»f a virtaoua and weU-informed ckrgy coa- 
^\»tM eeither wkoUy nor prmcipally in tfaear 
^public pi^achiBg^ or die stated functions of 
their order. It is from the example and in 
tiae society of such persons^ that the requi*- 
mtee which prepare the niind for the recepj- 
tion of virtue and knowledge, a ibaste for 
serious reflection and discourse, habits of 
IJipught and reasoning, a veneration for die 
laws and uwfial truths of Christianity, a dis^ 
position to inquiry, a^ a solicitude to leaJn, 
Are best gained : at least, the decency of cfe* 
portment, the sobriety of manners and txm* 
vers^tion, tlie learning, the gravity, which 
idsually accompany the clerical character.^ in*- 
aensibly 'diffuse their influence over every 
company into which they are admitted. Is 
it of no importance to provide friends and 
companions of this character for the superior 
9s w^ll as for the middle orders of the com* 
nunity ? U it flattery, to say, that the xmn^ 
nets pad society of higher life would suffer 
iK)me depravation, from the lo^ of Ao nabny 
men of liberal habits and ^ucatioi^, as at 
present, by occupying elevated stations m 
the churchy are entitled to be received into 
Its number? This intercourse would cease, 
if the clergy were reduced to a kvei with one 
another^ and, of consequence^ with the in- 
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ferior part of the community. These dis- 
tinctions, i;rhilst they prevail, must be com- 
plied with. How much soever the moralist 
may despise, or the divine overlook, the 
discriminations of rank, which the rules or 
prejudices of modern hfe have introduced 
into society ; when we have the world to in- 
struct and to deal with, we must take and 
treat it as it is, not as the wishes or the 
speculations of philosophy would represent it 
to our view. When we describe the public 
as peculiarly interested in every thing which 
affects, though but remotely, the character 
of the great and powerful, it is not that the 
soul of the rich man is more precious than 
the salvation of the poor, but because his 
virtues and his vices have a more consider- 
able and extensive effect. 

Thirdly, they who behold the privileges 
and emoluments of the superior clergy with 
the most unfriendly inclination, profess never- 
theless to wish, that the order itself should 
be respected ; but how is this respect to be 
procured ? It is equally impossible, to invest 
every clergyman with the decorations of afflu- 
ence and rank, and to maintain the credit 
and reputation of an order which is altogether 
destitute of these distinctions. Individuals, 
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by the singularity of their virtue or their ta- 
lentS) may sunnount all disadvantages; but 
the order will be contemned. At present^ 
every member of our ecclesiastical establish^ 
ment communicates in the dignity which is 
conferred upon a few — every clergyman 
shares in the respect which is paid to his 
superiors — the ministry is honoured in the 
persons of prelates. Nor is this economy 
peculiar to our order. The professions of 
arms and of the law derive their lustre and 
esteem, not merely from their utihty (which 
is a reason only to. the few), but from the ex- 
alted place in the scale of civil Ufe, which 
hath been wisely assigned to those who fill 
stations of power and eminence in these great 
departments. And if this disposition of ho- 
nours be approved in other kinds of public 
employment, why should not the credit and 
liberality of ours be upheld by the same ex- 
pedient ? 

Fourthly, rich and splendid situations in 
the church, have been justly regarded as 
prizes held out to invite persons of good 
hopes and ingenuous attainments to enter 
into its service. The value of the prospect 
may be the same, but the allurement is ipuch 
greater, where opulent shares are reserved to 
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reward the soccbsb of a few* than ^heve, l^y 
a more equal partition of die fond, all indeed 
are competently provided for, but no one ean 
yaise even his hopes beyond a penurioas 
mediocrity of subsistence and situation. I* 
is certainly of consequence dmt young men 
of promising abihties be encouraged to en- 
gage in the ministry of the church; odiear- 
wise, our profession will be composed of the 
refuse of every other. None will be foond 
content to stake the fortune of tlneir lives in 
this calling, but they whom slow parts, per- 
sonal defects, or a depressed condition of 
llArth and education, preclude from advance- 
ment in any other. The vocation in time 
comes to be thought mean and uiicreditable 
--«tudy languishes— sacred erudition de- 
clines — not only the order is disgraced, but 
religion itsdf disparaged in auch htads. 
Some of the most judicioas and moderate of 
the presbyterian clergy have been known to 
lament this defect in their constitution. They 
see and deplore the backwardness in youth of 
active and well-cultiTated fiicultjea, to enter 
into the diurch, and their frequent resolu- 
tions to quit it. Again, if a gradatitm of 
ordew be necessary to invite candidates mto 
tjhe profession, it is still more so to cscite 
diligence and emuktion, to promote an at- 
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tention to character and public opinion when 
they are in it; especially to guard against 
that sloth and negligence, into which men 
are apt to fall, who are arrived too soon at 
the limits of their expectations. We will not 
say, that the race is always to the swift, or 
the prize to the deserving ; but we have never 
known that age of the church in which the 
advantage was not on the side of learning 
and decency. 

These reasons appear to me to be weU 
founded, and they have this in their favour^ 
that they do not suppose too much; they 
suppose not any impracticable precision in 
the reward of merit, or any greater degree 
of disinterestedness, circumspection, and pro- 
priety in the bestowing of ecclesiastical pre- 
ferment, than what actually takes place. They 
are, however, much strengthened, and oqr 
: ecclesiastical constitution defended with yet 
greater success, when mep of conspicuous and 
acknowledged merit are called to its superior' 
stations ; " when it goeth well with the 
righteous, the city rejoiceth.'^ When pious 
labours and exemplary virtue, when distin-^ 
guished learning, or eminent utility, when 
long or arduous services are repaid with af^ 
fluence and dignity, when a life of severe and 

H 
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well-directed application to the studies of re* 
ligion, when wasted spirits and declining 
health, are suflfered to repose in honourable 
leisure, the good and wise applaud a consti«* 
tution which has provided such things for 
such men. 

Finally, let us reflect that diese, after alU 

are but secondary objects. Christ oune not 

to found an empire upon earth, or to inv^t 

hb church with temporal immunities. He 

came ^ to seek and to save that which was 

lost f to purify to himself from amidst the 

pollutions of a corrupt world, ^^ a peculiar 

people, zealous of good works/^ As far as 

our estaUishment coaduom to forward and 

facilitate these ends, so &r we are sure it falk 

m with his design, and is sanctified by his 

authority. And whikt diey who are intrusted 

with its goTernmeot employ their cues, and 

ihe influence of their stations, in judicious 

and unremitting end^tvours to enlai^ the 

dcmiinion of virtue and of Christianity over 

the hearts ^nd affections of mankind, whilst 

^ by pureness, by knowledge,'' by the aids 

of learning, by the piety of their example, 

they labour to inform the consciences and 

improve the mo^ls of the people committed 

to their charge, they secure to tfaemselvets^ 
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and to the church in which they preside, 
peace and permanency, reverence and sup- 
port — what is infinitely more, they " save 
their own souls;*' they prepare for the ap- 
proach of that tremendous day, when Jesus 
Christ shall return again to the world and to 
his church, at once the gracious rewarder of 
the toils, and patience, and fidelity of his ser- 
vants, and the strict avenger of abused power 
and neglected duty. 
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REVEREND BRETHREN, 

The late archbishop Seeker, whote memory 
is entitled to public respect, a^ on many 
accounts, so especially for the judgement 
with which he described, and the affecting 
seriousness with which he recommended, the 
. duties of his profession, in one of hiift charges 
to the clergy of his diocese*, exhorts theffi 
^* to make their sermons local." I have ^U 
ways considered this advice as founded in a 
knowledge of human life, but as requiring, 
in its application, a more than ordinary 6X^ 
ercise of Christian prudence. Whilst 1 re» 
peat therefore the role itself, with great vene- 
ration for the authority by which it was de* 
livered, I think it no unfit eniployment of the 
present opportunity, to enlarge so farupottits 
use and meaning, as to point out some ofiAie 
instances in which it may be adop^i^dl, with 
the probability of making salutary xmpres- 
sions upon the minds of our hearerS;. .^^^^^ 

♦ Ardibiifcop oF Cuntctkttty's THird Ctaige «d hi$ Gergf. 
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But, before I proceed, I would warn you, 
and that with all the solemnity that can be- 
long to any admonition of mine, against ren^ 
dering your discourses so locaU as to be point* 
ed and levelled at particular persons in your 
congregation. This species of address may* 
produce in the party for whom it is intended, 
confqsion perhaps and shame, but not with 
their proper fruits of penitence and humility. 
Instead of which, these sensations will be ac- 
companied with bitter resentment against the 
preacher, and a kind of obstinate and deter- 
mined opposition to his reproof. He will im- 
pute your officioasness. to personal enmity, to 
party spirit, to the pleasure of triunaphing 
oyer an adversary without interruption or re- 
ply, to insult assuming the form of advice, or 
to any motive rather than a conscientious so- 
licitude for the amendment and salvation of 
ycHjr flock. And as the person himself sel- 
dopa profits by admonitions conveyed in this 
^ay, so are they equally useless, or perhaps , 
noxious, to the rest of the assembly ; for the 
piomefit the congregation discover to whpm 
the chastisement is directed, from that mo- 
VMml: they cease to apply any part of it to 
themselves. They are not edified, they are 
npt affected ; on the contrary, they are di- 
verted, by descriptions of which they see the* 
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design, and by invectiyesof vrhich they think 
they comprehend the aim. Some who would- 
feel strongly the impropriety of gross and evi* 
dent personalities, may yet hope to hit their 
mark by covert and oblique allusions. Now 
of this scheme, even when conducted with 
the greatest skill, it may be observed, that 
the allusions must either be perceived, or not* 
If they be not perceived, they fail of the e^ 
feet intended by them ; if they be, they are 
open to the objections which lie against more 
explicit and undissembled attacks. When* 
ever we are conscious, in the composition of 
our discourses, of a view to particular cha- 
racters in our congregation or parish, we 
ought to take for granted that our view will 
be understood. Those applications therefore, 
which, if they were direct, would produce 
more bad emotions than good ones, it is bet- 
ter to discard entirely from, our sermons ; 
that is to say, it is better to lay aside the de^ 
sign altogether, than to attempt to disguise 
it by a nmm^ement which is generally de- 
tected, and which) if not seen through^ defeats 
its purpose by its obscurity. The crimes then 
of individiKds let us reserve for opportuni-^ 
ties of private and seasonable expostalation. 
Happy is the clergyman who has the &culty 
of communicating advice and remoostnmce 
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with persuasion and effect, and the virtoe to 
seize and improve every proper occasion of do- 
ing it ; bat in the pulpit, let private dmracters 
be no otherwise adverted to, than as they fail 
in with the delineations of sins and duties 
which our discourses must necessarily con* 
tain, and which, whilst they avoid personali- 
ties, can never be too close or circomstantiaL 
For the same reason that I think personal aL» 
lumons reprehensible, I should condemn any, 
even the remotest, reference to party or poli- 
tical transactions and disputes. These are at 
all times unfit subjects not only of discussion 
in the pulpit, but of hints and surmises. The 
Christian preacher has no otlier province than 
that of rehgion and mcorality^ He is seldom 
led oat of his way by honourable motives, 
and, I think, never with a beneficial eflfect. 

Having premised tYm necessary caution, I 
return to tibe role itself. By ^ local"' saruons 
] would undcorstand, what the reveiend pre- 
late who used the expession seems principally 
to have meant by it, sermons adapted to 
the particular state of thought and opnon 
which we perceive to prevail in our congiega^ 
tion. A carefkl attention to this drcnmstanee 
is of the utmost importance, became,, as if va* 
riee, the same sermoo may do s gmat deal of 
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good, nme at alU or mnob harm* So that it 
18 not the truth of what we are about to offer 
which aI<Hie we ought to eoosider, but whe^ 
ther the argument itself be likely to correct 
or to promote the tiirn and bia$ of OfHnion to 
which we already perceive too strong a tend- 
ency QSid inclinaticto. Without this circum- 
tpection we may be found to have imitated 
the folly of the architect who placed his bttt>- 
tress on the wrong $ide. The more the co- 
lumn pressed, the more firm was its construc- 
tion, and the deeper its foundation, the more 
certainly it hastened the ruin of the fabric. I 
do not mean that we should, upon any erner* 
gency, advance what is not true ; but that, 
out of many truths, we should select those, 
the consideration of which seems best suited 
to rectify the dispositions of thought, that 
were previously declining into error or extra- 
vagancy. For this model of preaching we 
may allege the highest of all possible authorw 
ities, the example of oar blessed Saviour him- 
self. He always bad m view the posture of 
mind of the peirsons whom be addressed. He 
tdid not entertain the Pharisees with inveo* 
tives against the open impiety of their Saddu^ 
cean rivak ; nor, on the other hand, did he 
soott) ike Sadducee^s ear with descriptions of 
PhiB^risaicalpooip ^nd felly. In the presence 
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of the Pharisee he preached against hypo- 
crisy : to the Sadduciees he proved the resux* 
rection of the dead. In like manner, of that 
kn6wn enmity which subsisted between the 
Jews and Samaritans this faithful Teacher 
took no undue advantage, to make friends or 
proselytes of either. Upon the Jews he in- 
culcated a more comprehensive benevo- 
lence : with the Samaritan he defi^nded the 
orthodoxy of the Jewish creed. 

But I apprehend that I shall render my ad- 
vice more intelligible, by exemplifying it in 
two or three instanofes, drawn from what ap^ 
pears to be the predominant disposition and 
religious character of this country, and of the 
present times. 

In many former ages of religion, the strong 
propensity of men's minds was to over- value 
positive duties ; which temper, when carried 
to excess, not only multiplied unauthorized 
rites and observances, not only laid an un- 
warrantable stress upon those which were 
prescribed ; but, what was worst of all, led 
men to expect, that, by a punctual attentbn 
to the ordinances of religion, they could 
compound for a relaxation of ita weighty and 
difficult duties of personal purity and relative 
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justice. This was the depraved state of reli- 
gion amongst the Jews when our Saviour 
appeared ; and it was the degeneracy against 
which some of the most forcible of his ad- 
monitions, and the severest of his reproofs, 
were directed. Yet notwithstanding that 
Christ's own preaching, as well as the plan 
and spirit of his religion, were as adverse as 
possible to the exalting or over-valuing of 
positive institutions, the error which had 
corrupted the old dispensation, revived under 
the new; and revived with double force, in- 
somuch as to transform Christianity into a 
service more prolix and burdensome than the 
Jewisb, and to ascribe an efficacy to certain 
religious performances, which, in a great 
measure, superseded the obligations of sub- 
stantial virtue. That age, however, with us 
is long since past. I fear there is room to 
apprehend tliat we are falHng into mistakes 
of a contrary kind. Sadducees are more 
common amongst us than Pharisees. We 
seem disposed, not only to cast off the decent 
offices, which the temperate piety of our 
church hath enjoined, as aids of devotion, 
calls to repentance, or instruments of im- 
provement, but to contemn and neglect, un- 
der the name of farms and ceremonies, even 
those rites, which, forasmuch as they were 
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ordained bj the divine Founder of our reli- 
gion, or by his inspired messengers, and or- 
dained with a view of their continuing in 
force through future generations, are en- 
titled to be accounted parts of Christianity 
itself. In this situation of rehgion^ and of 
men's thoughts with respect to it, he makes 
a bad choice of his subject, who discourses 
upon the futility of rites and ordinances, upon 
their insignificancy when taken by them* 
selves, or even who insists too frequently, and 
in terms too strong, upon their inferiority to 
moral precepts. We are rather called upon 
to sustain the authority of those institutions 
which proceed from Christ or his apostles^ 
and the reasonableness and credit of those 
which claim no higher original than public 
appointment. We are called upon to eon- 
tend with respect to the first, that they can« 
not be omitted with safety any more than 
other duties; that the will of God once ascer-* 
tained is the immediate foundation of every 
duty ; that, when thi» will is known, it makes 
little difference to us what is the subject o£ 
it, still less by what denomination the pre^ 
cept is called, under what class or division 
the duty is arranged. If it be comHiandedi 
and we have sufficient reason to believe that 
it is sor it matters^ nothing whether the obli* 
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gation be moral or natural^ or positive or 
instituted. He who places before him the 
will of God as the rule of his life, will not 
refine, or even dwell much, upon these dis* 
tinctions. The ordinances of Christianity, 
it is true, are all of them significant. Their 
n^aningt and even their use, is not obscure* 
But were itotherwbe; was the design of any 
positive institution inexplicable ; did it ap« 
pear to have been proposed only as an exer- 
else of obedience ; it was not for us to hesit?^ 
in our compliance. Even to inquire, with 
ioo much curiosity and impatience, into the 
cause and reason of a religious command^ is 
DO evidence of an humble and submissive dis* 
poi^tion ; of a disposition, I mean, humble^ 
under the Deity's government of his creation, 
wid submissive to his will however signified. 

It may be seasonable also to maintain^ 
what I am convinced is true, that the prin** 
<diple o£ general utility which upholds moral 
obligauticm itself, may, in various instances, be 
applied to evince the duty of attending upon 
positive institutions ; in other Words, that the 
difference between natuml and positive du- 
ties is often more in the name dian in the 
thing. The pmcepts of natural jastice are 
therefore only bmdiug upon the con^cieo^, 
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because the observation of them is necessary 
or conducive to the prosperity and happinesai 
of social life. If there be, as there certainly 
are, religious institutions which contribute 
greatly to form and support impressions upod 
the mind, that render men better members 
of civilized community ; if these institutions 
can only be preserved in their reputation and 
influence by the general respect which is paid 
to them ; there is the same reason to each of 
us for bearing our part in these observances, 
that there is for discharging the most ac* 
knowledged duties of natural religion. When 
I say " the reason is the same,'^ I mean that 
it is the same in kind. The degree of strength 
and cogency which this reason possesses in 
any particular case, must always depend upon 
the value and importance of the particular 
duty ; which admits of great variety. But 
moral and positive duties do not in this re- 
spect differ more than mpral duties differ 
from one another. So that when men ac« 
custom themselves to look upon positive du- 
ties as universally and necessarily inferior to 
moral ones, as of a subordinate species, as 
placed upon a different foundation, or de- 
duced from a different original ; and conse- 
quently to regard them as unworthy of being 
made a part of their plan of life, or of enter- 
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itig into their sense of obligation, they ap- 
pear to be egregiously misled by names. It 
is our business, not to aid, but to correct, the 
deception. Still, nevertheless, is it as true 
as ever it was, that, *^ except we exceed the 
righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, 
we cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven ;'^ 
that " the sabbath was made for man, and 
not man for the sabbath f that " the 
weightier matters of the law are faith, justice, 
and mercy :" but to insist strenuously, and, 
as some do, almost exclusively, upon . these 
points at present, tends to diminish the re- 
spect for religious ordinances, which is al- 
ready too little ; and, whilst it guards against 
dangers that have ceased to exist, augments 
those which are really formidable. 

Again; upon the first reformation from 
Popery, a method very much prevailed in the 
seceding churches, of resolving the whole of 
religion into faith ; goo^ zs>orksj as they were 
called, or the practice of virtue, holding not 
only a secondary but even distant place in 
value and esteem, being represented, indeed, 
as possessing no share or efficacy in the at- 
tainment of human salvation. This doctrine 
we hkve seen revived in our own times, and 
carried to still greater lengths. And it is a 
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tbeoiyt or rather perhaps a language, which 
iequire4f whilst it lasted, very serious aui^ 
madversion; not oiAy because it disposied 
laen to rest in an unproductive £aith/ without 
endeavours to render themselves useful by 
exertion and activity ; not only because it 
was naturally capable of being converted to 
t^ encouragement of licentiousness; but 
because it misrepresented Christianity as a 
moral institution, by making it place little 
stress upon the distinction of virtue and vice* 
apd by making it r^uire the practice ofex^^ 
ternal duties, if it required them at all, ooly 
If casual, neglected, ajad almost umhoiigh;t-of 
eonsequences, of that faith which it ^ixtoUed, 
instead of directing men's attention to them 
as to those things which alone compose an 
unquestionable ande£fective obedience- to the 
divine wilL So long as this turn of mind 
prevailed^ we could not be too industrious^ 
in bringing together and exhibitu^ to our 
hearers those many and positive dedamtiom 
of Scripture, which en£i>rcet andiihsist upon^ 
practical religion i which divide mankind i«it«K 
those who do good, and those who dp ^vil; 
ivhich hold out to the oms, favour and happi* 
Qess, to the other, repulse m^ condemna* 
tion. The danger, however, from this quar* 
ter is neariy overpast* We ave, oq the Wfh 
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trary^ s^ttkig up a kind of philo6<^)hic«| 
morality, detadi^d from religioii and inde* 
pec^^nt of its influence ^hich diay be cvHtlm 
vated, it is said, ?mb.w€^1 MriUumt Christianaty 
^ ^itb it ; sad which, if cultivated, re^d«t9 
reUgioQ and religious institutions superfluous* 
A mode of thought so coifttrary to truth, and 
sio derogatory from the vijdue of revelation, 
eauBot esc9|>e the vigii}anc# of a Chr^stiaii 
ministry. We j»re entitled to ask upon V9<hajt 
^ndati^w tbis motality 5^ts. If it refw to 
the divine will (and, without that, where yf'M 
it find its sanctioDSj c^ hf>^ suppodrt its ai> 
thority ?), there cfuniot b^ a oonduat of tb» 
understanding uioi^e irral;ional9 tjhan .to ap« 
peal to tho^e intim^tiops of %^ Deity's oha* 
racter whicln t^ light and order of iiaturf 
aiPTord, as to the rule and mea9ure ;of our 
duty, yet to disregard, and ^ect to overlooki 
the declarations of his pleasure which Qu'ia** 
ti^ity pommuDicates. It is itpposisibk jtei 
^stjngui^ between ^e authority ^ natuiia} 
a^d i-eveajed religion. We are bound to rep 
#eiye 1^ precepts of revektipn ifor the 6»mfi 
fjra^on >^t we convply i^th i^e dictates of 
n^fturtg. He .wlw despises a coqamand .vhiab 
jH-o^^edsS ^ftm bis M^^ex^ no matter by\\^dwfc 
m^m^ or ,tbrRUgh .M^iat «iediw83^- irw^iwd.qf 
i«iv.a#$:i»g, t^ hp ipiWtQftdfi^^ ,to do^ l^e dff- 
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minion of reason, and the authority of natural 
religion, disobeys the first injunction of both. 
Although it be true what the apostle affirms — 
that, " when the Gentiles, which have not 
the law, do by nature the things contained 
in the law, they are a law unto themselves ;'* 
that is, they will be accepted together with 
those who are instructed in the law and obey 
it : yet is this truth not appHcable to such 
as having a law contemn it, and, with the 
means of access to the word of God, keep 
themselves at a voluntary distance from it. 
This temper, whilst it continues, makes it 
necessary for us to assert the superiority of a 
religious principle above every other by which 
human conduct can be regulated: more 
especially above that fashionable system, 
which recommends virtue only as a true and 
refined policy, which policy in effect is, and 
in the end commonly proves itself to be, no- 
thing else than a more exquisite cunning, 
which, by a specious behaviour in the easy 
and visible concerns of life, collects a fund of 
reputation, in order either to cherish more 
securely concealed vices, or to reserve itself 
for some great stroke of selfishness, perfidy, 
and desertion, in a pressing conjuncture of 
fortunes. Nor less justly may we superin- 
duce the guidance of Christianity to the di«* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



117 

rection of sentiment; which depends so much 
upon constitution^ upon early impressions, 
upon habit and imitation, thatunlessit.be 
compared with, and adjusted by, some safer 
rule, it can in np wise be trusted. Least of 
all ought we to yield the authority of religion 
to the law of honour, a law (if it deserve that 
name), which, beside its continual mutability, 
is at best but a system of manners suited to 
the intercourse and accommodation of higher 
life ; and which consequently neglects every 
duty, and permits every vice, that has no re- 
lation to these purposes. Amon^t the rules 
which contend with religion for the govern- 
ment of life, the law of the land also has not 
a few, who think it very sufficient to act up 
to its direction, and to keep within the limits 
which it prescribes : and this sort of charac- 
ter is common in our congregations. We 
are not to omit, therefore, to apprise those 
who ixmke the statutes of the realm the 
standard of their duty, that they propose to 
themselves a measure of conduct totally in- 
adequate to the purpose. The boundaries 
which naturehas assigned to human authority 
and control, the partial ends to which every 
legislator is obliged to confine his views, pre- 
vent human laws, even were they, what they 
never; are, as perfect as they might be made, 
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(Hie who advances kis hopes^ to the attainmeflC 
irfGod Almighty's &v0ar. Iii conftradistinc-^ 
tioB, then, to these several systems ^hich 
divide » great portion of ma^ikind amongst 
them, we preach ** fiiith which worketh by 
love,'' that prineip)^ of action ami restraint 
which IS foutid in a Christian alone. It ^^os>^ 
sesses qttalities to whifch filone of fhem eaf¥ 
make pretenskms. It operated where tliey 
fail: is presi^t upoft all occasions, firm uf>o^ 
the greatest; pure as qnder thi^ inspection o€ 
tk vigilant ottiAiscience; iittioceiM where guilt 
c€«iM not be disde^vered; jcrst, enaet^ and up^ 
light, without a witness to^ its proceedings } 
omfbi^x} amidst the caprices ef fashion, mi^ 
ehs^ed by the vicissitu»des of popular opi- 
m&A ; oft^ a|^kuded, not i^ldom* mistmder*^ 
ftood,, it holds on it« straight MnA equal 
eoQMei through ^^ good report aiid evil re^ 
port,^ through encooragemetft an^ negk^f, 
mp^p^nkm^th md disgrace* if the pliikfso^ 
pber or the politician can poiiit otit to nsr any 
kiflMeflkee hu% that of Chi^tianity which hM 
ike» preperti^ I h^ ahno^ Mid which 
«tMS not wftirt thiei» tf% we will Msten with 
r«v«reiiGi^ W hb ifis«tueti0^ Bin ttfitil this 
W ddo^^ we^may be p^^mrtted to resist every 
^flkm whick nottld pkcw virtae up«n amy ^er 
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foi^ndatlbir, br seek final hdppiness through 
any other medium, than faith in Jesus Christ. 
At least whilst an inclination to these rival 
systems remains, no good end, I am apt to 
think, is attained by decrying faith nnderany 
form, by stating the competition between 
fkith and good works, or by pointing out, 
with too much anxiety, even the abuses arid 
efxtratagancies into which the doctrine of 
salvation by faith alone has sometimes been 
carried. The truth is, that, in the two sub* 
jects which I have considered, we are in such 
haste to fly from enthu^asm and superstition, 
that we are approaching towards «ft insensi* 
biKty to all religious influence. I certainly 
do not mean to advise you to endeavour to 
bring men back to enthusiasm and supersti«> 
tiott, but to retard, if yon can, theii^ pf ogitess 
towards an opposite and a worse extreiioe ; 
tstid both in these, aftd in all other instanees, 
ta regulate the choice of your iiibjecte, by 
the particular bias and tendency of opinioh 
whidt yotr perceive ihreAdy to prevail anirongst 
yotrf hearers, and by a consicfefation, liot of 
rtie truth only of whskt you deliver, whidlr, 
however, must always be an indi^peAsabfe 
condition, but of its e^ts, and those not the 
effects which it wotrld produce upon sound, 
enlightened, and impartial judgements, but 
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what are likely to take place in the weak and 
preoccupied understandings with which we 
have to do. 

Having thus considered the rule as it ap- 
plies to the argument of our discourses, in 
which its principal importance consists, I pro- 
ceed to illustrate its use as it relates to ano- 
ther object — the means of exciting attention. 
The transition from local to occasional ser- 
mons is so easy, and the reason for both is so 
much the saijie, that what I have further to 
add will include the one as well as the other. 
And though nothing more be proposed in the 
few directions which I am about to offer, than 
to move and awaken the attention of our au- 
dience, yet is this a purpose of no inconsider- 
able magnitude. We have great reason to 
complain of listlessness in our congregations. . 
Whether this be their fault or ours, the fault 
of neither or of both, it is much to be desired 
that it could by any means be removed. Our 
sermons are in general more informing, as well 
1^ more correct and chastised both in matter 
and composition, than those. of any denomi- 
nation of dissenting teachers. I wish it were 
in our power to render them as impressive as 
some of theirs seem to be. Now I think we 
may observe that we are heard with somewhat 
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jnore than ordinary advertency, whenever our 
discourses are, recommended by any occa- 
sional propriety. The more, therefore, of these 
proprieties we contrive to weave into our 
preaching, the better. One which is very ob- 
vious, and which should never be neglected, 
is that of making our sermons as suitable as 
we can to the service of, the day. On the 
principal fasts and festivals of the church, the 
subjects which they are designed to comme- 
morate, ought, invariably to be made the sub- 
jects of our discourses. Indeed, the best ser- 
mon, if it do not treat of the argument which 
the congregation come prepared to hear, is re- 
ceived with coldness, and with a sense of dis- 
appointment. This respect to the order of 
public worship almost every one pays. But 
the adaptation, I apprehend, may be carried 
much farther. Whenever any thing like a 
unity of subject is pursued throughout the col- 
lect, epistle, and gospel of the day, that sub- 
ject is with great advantage revived in the 
pulpit. It is perhaps to be wished that this 
unity had been more consulted in the compi- 
lation of this part of the liturgy than it has 
been. When from the want of it a subject 
is not distinctly presented to us, there may, 
however, be some portion of the service more 
striking than the rest, some instructive para« 
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but forcible precept, some pregnant sentence^ 
which may be recalled to the hearers^ atten- 
tion with peculiar efiect. I think it no con* 
temptible advantage if we even draw our text 
from the epistle or gospel, or psahns or les^- 
60ns. Our congregation will be more likely 
to retain what they hear from us, when it, iii 
any manner, falls in with what they have been 
reading in their prayer-books, or when they 
afe afterwards reminded of it hy reading th^ 
psalms and lessons at home. But there ii 
toother species of accommodation of more 
importance, and that is the choice of such 
^squisitions, as may either meet the difficul- 
ties or assist the reflections, which are sug- 
gested by the portions of Scripture that art 
delivered from the reading-desk. Thus, whilst 
the wars of Joshua and the Judges are related 
in the course of the lessons which occupy 
some of the first Sundays after Trinity, it will 
be very seasonable to explain the reasons 
upon which that dispensation was founded^ 
the moral and beneficial purposes which are 
declared to have been designed, and which 
1;rere probably accomplished, by its execu- 
tion ; because such an explanation will obvi- 
ate the doubts concerning eitheif the divine 
goodness or the credibility of the narrative 
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^hith may aii^e in the mind of a hearer, tvho 
is not instructed to regard the transaction, aar 
a method of inflicting an exemplary, just, and 
necessary punishment. In like manner, whilst 
the history of the delivery of the law frotn 
mount Sinai, or rather the recapitulation of 
that history by Moses, in the book of Dteuter* 
onomy^ is carried on in the Simday lesson* 
which are read between Easter and Whitsun- 
day, we shall be well engaged in disdourseif 
upom the commandments which stand at the 
head of that institution, in showing from the 
Jrtstory their high original and authority, and 
in expfdimng their reasonableness, applica- 
tion, mtd extent. Whilst the history of Jo- 
seph is successively presented to the congre- 
gation during the Sundays in Lent, we shaJf 
be very negligent of the opportunity, if we da 
ntt take occasion to point otit to our hearers, 
those observations upon the benevolent but 
stctet direction, the wise though circuitous 
measures of Providence, of which this beauti- 
M passage of Scripture supplies a train of ap- 
p6s^e examples. There are, I doubt not, 
oflier series of subjects dictated by the ser- 
vice a* edifying as these ; but these 1 propose 
tta illudtmtions of the rale^ 

Next tor ^e service of the church, the sea- 
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son of the year may be made to suggest use- 
ful and appropriate topics of meditation. The 
beginning of a new year has belonging to it a 
train of very solemn reflections. In the devo- 
tional pieces of the late Dr. Johnson, thisocca- 
sion^was never passed by. We may learn from 
these writings the proper use to be made of it; 
and by the example of that excellent person, 
how much a pious mind is wont to be affected 
by this memorial of the lapse of life. There 
are also certain proprieties which correspond 
with the different parts of the year. For ex- 
ample, the wisdom of God in the work of the 
creation is a theme which ought to be reserved 
for the return of the spring, when nature re- 
news, as it were, her activity; when every ani- 
mal is cheerful and busy, and seems to feel 
the influence of its Maker's kindness; when 
our senses and spirits, the objects and enjoy- 
ments that surround us, accord and harmo- 
nize >*ith those sentiments of delight and gra- 
titude, which this subject, above all others, is 
calculated to inspire. There is no devotion 
so genuine as that which flows from these me- 
ditations, because it is unforced and self-ex- 
cited. There is no frame of mind more de- 
sirable, and, consequently, no preaching more 
useful, than that which leads the thought to 
this exercise. It is laying a foundation for 
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Christianity itself. If it be not to sow the 
seed, it is at least to prepare the soil. The 
evidence of revelation arrives with much 
greater ease at an understanding, which is 
already possessed by the persuasion, that an 
unseen intelligence framed and conducts the 
universe ; and which is accustomed to refer 
the order and operations of nature to the 
agency of a supreme will. The influence also 
of religion is almost always in proportion to 
the degree and strength of this conviction. 
It is, moreover, a species of instruction of 
which our hearers are more capable than we 
may at first sight suppose. It is not necessary 
to be a philosopher, or to be skilled in the 
names and distinctions of natural history, in 
order to perceive marks of contrivance and 
design in the creation. It is only to turn our 
observation to them. Now, beside that this 
requires neither more ability nor leisure than 
every man can command, there are many things 
in the life of a country parishioner which will 
dispose his thoughts to the employment. In 
his fields, amidst his flocks, in the progress of 
vegetation, the structure, faculties, and man* 
ners, of domestic animals, he lias constant oc- 
casion to remark proofs of intention and of 
consummate wisdom. The minister of a coun*« 
try parish is never, therefore, better engaged, 
than when he is assisting this turn of coritem- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



platkm. Nor will he evm do it with bo ffiuch 
eSkctj as whe9 the appearance and &ce of ex- 
ternal nature oonspiris with the sentiweatf 
which he wishes tp excite. 

Again : if we woiold ^ar^ npon th^ vari- 
0U6 bounty of Providence, i» fuwishii^a ce*- 
gular supply for animal, and especially &(r 
human subsistence, not by one, but by wun^^ 
rpus and diversified species i>f food and clothe 
ing, we shall be best heard in the jtime and 
amidst the occupations of harvest, when our 
hearers are reaping the effects of those coi>- 
txivances for their support, and of tiaat care 
for tbeir pneservation, which their Fadier 
which is in heaven hath exercised for them. 
If the year has been favourable, we re» 
joice with them in the plenty which filjb 
their granaries, covers their tables, and feeiiU 
their feroilies. If otherwise, or less so, we 
have still to remark, how through all the husk 
bandman'js disappointments, through the dan^ 
gf rs and inclemencies of precarious seasons, a 
i:»mpetenjt proportion of the fruits of the earth 
is conducted to its destined purpose* We may 
observe also to the repining farmer, that th$ 
-yalfte^ if njot the existence, of his own occa^ 
pation, «bpend;9 upon the very uncertainty of 
which he jpQwplains^ Itisfo^ndt^h^^alvW 
iuu»9r.sall]c tw^ 4ii»t4;|;iiQ jp^itiop ^ aI^ jjrfir 
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fits between the owner and the occupier of tkf 
soil, is in favour of the latter, in proportlxm 
to the risk which he incurs by the disadvan-^ 
tage of the climate. This is a very just re- 
flection, and particularly intelligible to a rural 
sMidience. We naay add, when the occasion 
requires it, that scarcity itself hath its use# 
3y acting as a stimulus to new exertions and 
to ferther improvements^ it often produces^ 
through a temporary distress, a permanent 
benefit. 

Lastly; sudden, violent, or imtimeljr 
deaths, or death accompanied by any eircum- 
stances of surprise or singularity, usually leave 
an impression upon a whole neighbourhood- 
A Christian teacher is wanting in attention to 
qpporjtwities who does not avail himself of 
this impression. The uncertainty of life re-» 
quires no proof But the power and influence 
which this consideration shall obtain over the 
dedsions of the mind, will depend gre^ltl/ 
ijpon the circumstances under which it is pre* 
sepited to the imaj^nalion. Diecouraes upo» 
the Jubjwt come with tenfold fi^rce^, when 
tjjj^ are directed to a heart already touched 
by j9ome near, recent, and •flSbctix^g e;xai3f){U» 
qf human vaprtnlity. I do npt lament that 
%i^ js^Kmow are disiCooti;m^;9«oiQqgfttm$, 
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They generally contained so much of unsea- 
sonable, and oftentimes undeserved panegyric, 
that the hearers came away from them, rather 
with remarks in their mouths upon what was 
said of the deceased, than with any internal 
reflections upon the solemnity which they had 
left, or how nearly it related to their own con- 
dition. But by decent allusions in the stated 
course of our preaching to events of this 
sort, or by, what is better, such a well-timed 
choice of our subject, as may lead our audi- 
ence to make the allusion for themselves, it 
is possible, I think, to retain much of the 
good effect of funeral discourses, without their 
adulation, and without exciting vain curi- 
osity. 

If other occurrences have arisen within our 
neighbourhood, which serve to exemplify the 
progress and fate of vice, the solid advantages 
and ultimate success of virtue, the providen- 
tial discovery of guilt or protection of inno- 
cence, the folly of avarice, the disappoint- 
ments of ambition, the vanity of worldly 
schemes, the fallaciousness of human foresight; 
in a word, which may remind us, " what sha- 
dows we are, and what shadows we pursue/' 
and thereby induce us to collect our views 
and endeavours to one pointy the attaimxrent 
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o^ fimd salvation ; such occurrences may be 
made to introduce topics of serious and use* 
fuljneditation. 1 have heard popular preach- 
ers amongst the methodists avail themselves 
of these occasions with very powerful eflfect. 
Jt must be acknowledged that they frequently 
transgress the Umits of decorum and propriety > 
and that these trajisgressions wound the mo» 
desty of a cultivated ear. But the nfiethod 
itself is not to be blamed. Under the correc- 
tion of a sounder judgement it might be ren- 
dered very beneficial. Perhaps, as hath been 
already intimated, the safest way is, not to 
refer to these incidents by any direct allu* 
sion, but mejely to discourse at the time upon 
subjects which are allied to, and connected 
with, them. 

The sum of what I have been l^commend- 
ing amounts to this : that we consider dili- 
gently the probable effects of our discourses^ 
upon .the. particular characters and disposi- 
tions of those who are to hear them ; but that 
5ve apply, this consideration solely to the 
choice of truths, by no means to the admission 
of falsehood or insincerity* : Secondly, that 

* This distinction fixes the limits of exoteric doctrine, as far 
as any thing called by tl^at name is allowable to a Christian 
teacher. 
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we endeavour to profit by circamstanceff, that 
i», to assist, not the reasoning, but the efBcacj 
of our discourses, by an opportune and skilful 
use of the service of the church, the season 
of the year, and of all such occurrences and 
situations as are capable of receiving a reli- 
gious turn, and such as, being yet recent in 
tlie memory of our hearers, may dispose their 
minds for the admission and influence of salu- 
tary reflections. 

My Reverend Brethren, I am sensible that 
the discourse willi whidi I have now detained 
you, is not of that kind which is usually deli- 
vered at a chaiKellor's visitation. But since 
(by die favour of that excellent prekte, who 
by me mu^t long be remembered with grati- 
tude and affection) I hold another public sta- 
tion in the diocese, I embrace the only op- 
portunity afforded me of submitting to you 
that species of counsel and exbortationf 
which, with more propriety perhaps, you 
would have received from me in the character 
of your archdeacon, if the functions of that 
office had remained entire. 
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1 COBINTHIANS, IX.— PART OP THE 87tH VBRSB. 

Lest that, by any means ^ when I have preached 
to others y I my sey^ should be a east -away. 

These words discover the anxiety, not to 
say the fears, of the writer, concerning the 
event of his personal salvation : and, when 
interpreted by the words which precede 
them, strictly connect that event with the 
purity of his personal character. 

It is extremely material to remember who 
it was that felt this deep solicitude for the 
&te of his spiritual interests, and the persua- 
sion, that his acceptance (in so far as it is 
procured by human endeavours) would de- 
pend upon the care and exactness with which 
he regulated his own passions, and his own 
conduct : because, if a man ever existed, who, 
in the zeal and labour with which he served 
the cause of religion, in the ardour or the 
efficacy of his preaching, in his sufferings or 
his success, might hope for some excuse to 
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indulgence, some licence for gratifications 
which were forbidden to others, it was the 
author of the text which has been now read 
to you. Yet the apostle appears to haye 
known, and by his knowledge teaches us, 
that no exertion of industry, no display of 
talents, no public merit, however great, or 
however good or sacred be the cause in which 
it is acquired, will compensate for the ne* 
gleet of personal self-government. 

This, in my opinion, is an important lesson 
to all : to none, certainly, can it be more ap- 
plicable, than it is in every age to the teach- 
ers of religion ; for a little observation of the 
world must have informed us, that the hu- 
man mind is prone, almost beyond resistance, 
to sink the weakness or the irregularities of 
private character in the view of public ser- 
vices ; that this propensity is the strongest in 
a man's own case ; that it prevails more pow- 
erfully in religion than in other subJ6jcts, in- 
asmuch as the teachers of religion consider 
themselves (and rightly do so) as ministering 
to the higher inteirests of human existence. 

Still farther, if there be causes, as I believe 
there are, which raise extraordinary difficul- 
ties in the way of those who are engaged in 
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the offices of religion ; circumstances even of 
disadvantage in the profession and character^ 
as far as relates to the conservation of their 
own virtue : it behoves them to adopt the apo- 
stle's caution with more than common care, 
because it is only to prepare themselves for 
dangers to which they are more than com- 
monly exposed. 

Nor is there good reason for concealing^ 
either from themselves or others, any unfa^- 
vourable dispositions which the nature of our 
employment or situation may tend to gene- 
rate : for, be they what they will, they only 
prove, that it happens to us according to the 
condition of human life, with many benefits to 
receive some inconveniences ; with many helps 
to experience some trials : that, with many pe- 
culiar motives to virtue, and means of improve- 
ment in it,sojne obstacles are presented to our 
progress, which it may require a distinct and 
positive effort of the mind to surmount. 

I apprehend that I am stating a cause of 
no inconsiderable importance, when amongst 
these impediments I mention, in the first 
place, the insensibility to religious impression, 
which a constant conversation with religious 
subjects, and, still more, a constant inter- 
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mixture with religious offices, is wont to in^^- 
duce* Such is the frame of the human coh*^ 
stitution (and calcuhtted also for the wisest 
purposes), that, whilst all active habits are &* 
cilitated and strengthened by repetition, im-» 
pressions under which we are passive, are 
weakened and diminished. Upon the first 
of these properties depends, in a great mea* 
sure, the exercise of the arts of life : upon the 
second, the capacity which the mind possess- 
es of adapting itself to almost every sitaia^ 
tion. This quality is perceived in numerous, 
and, for the most part, beneficial examples. 
Scenes of terror, spectacles of pain, objects q£ 
loathing and disgust, so far lose their effect 
with their novelty, as to permit professions to 
be carried on, and conditions of life to be en- 
dured, which otherwise, although necessary, 
would be insupportable. It is a quality, 
however, which acts, as other parts of our 
firame do, by an operation which is general : 
hence it acts also in instances in which its 
influence is to be corrected; and, amongst 
these, in religion. Every attentive Christian 
will have observed how much more power- 
fully he is affected by any form pf worship 
which is uncommon, than with the familiar 
returns of his own religious offices. He will 
be sensible of the difference, when he ap- 
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proaches, a few times in the year, the sacra^ 
ment of the Lord's Supper ; if he should be 
present at the visitation of the sick ; or even, 
if that were unusual to him, at the sight of a 
femily assembled in prayer., He will perceive 
it also upon entering the doors of a dissenting 
congregation ; a circumstance which has mis- 
led many, by causing them to ascribe to some 
advantage in the conduct of public worship, 
what, in truth, is only the effect of new im- 
pressions. Now, by how much a lay fre- 
quenter of religious worship finds himself less 
warmed and stimulated by ordinary than by 
extraordinary acts of devotion, by so much, it 
may be expected, that a clergyman, habitu* 
ally conversant with the offices of religion, witf 
be less moved and stimulated than he is. 
What then is to be done? It is by an effort of 
reflection ; by a positive exertion of the mind ; 
by knowing this tendency, and by setting our^ 
selves expressly to resist it ; that we are to re- 
pair the decays of spontaneous piety. We are 
no more to surrender ourselves to the me- 
chanism of our frame, than to the imipulse of 
our passions. We are to assist our sensitive 
by our rational nature. We are to supply 
this infirmity (for so it may be called, al- 
though, like many other properties which bear 
the name of vices in our constitution, it be, in 
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trutby a beneficial principle acting according 
to a general law) — we are to supply it by a 
djBeper s^se of the obligations under which 
we lie ; by a mpre frequent and a more dis- 
tinct recollection of the reasons upon which 
that obligation is founded. We are not to 
wonder at the pains which this may cost us ; 
still less are we to imitate the despondency of 
some serious Christians, who, in the impaired 
sensibility that habit hath induced, bewail the 
coldness of a deserted souL 

Hitherto our observation will not be ques^ 
tioned : but I think that this principle goes 
farther than is generally known or acknow- 
ledged. I think that it extends to the influ- 
ence which argument itself possesses upon our 
understanding; or, at least, to the influence 
which it possesses in determining our will. I 
will not say, that, in a subject strictly intel- 
lectual, and in science properly so called, a 
demonstration is the less convincing for being 
old : but I am not sure that this is not^ in 
some measure, true ofmoral evidence and pro- 
bable proofs. In practical subjects, however, 
where two things are to be done, the under- 
standing to be convinced, and the will to be 
persuaded, I believe that the force of every 
argument is diminished by triteness and famin 
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Ikrity . The intrinsic value of tibe argument 
must be the ; same : the impression may be 
very different. 

But we have a disadvantage to contend 
with additional to this. The consequence of 
repetition will be felt more sensibly by us, 
who are in the habit of directing our argu- 
ments to othei^ : for. it always requires a se- 
cond, a separate, and an unusual effort of the 
mind, to bring back the conclusion upon our- 
selves. In constructing, in expressing, in der 
livering our arguments ; in all the thoughts 
and study which we employ upon them; what 
we are apt to hold continually in our view, is 
the effect which they may produce upon those 
who hear or read them. The further and best 
use of our meditations, their influence upon 
our own hearts and consciences, is lost in the 
presence of the other. In philosophy itself, 
it is not always the same thing, to study a 
subject, in order to understand, and in order 
only to teach it. In morals and religion, the 
powers of persuasion are cultivated by those 
whose emplojrment is pubhc instruction ; but 
their wishes are fulfilled, and their care ex^ 
hausted, in promoting the.success of their jen- 
deavours upon others. The secret duty of 
turning truly and in earnest their attention 
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upon themselves, is suspended, not to say for^ 
gotten, amidst die labours^ the engagements, 
the popularity, of their public ministry ; and, 
in the best-disposed minds, is interrupted, by 
the anxiety, or even by the satisfitction, with 
which their public services are performed. 

These are dangers adhering to the very 
nature of our profession : but die evil is <^fcen 
also augmented by our imprudence. In oar 
wishes to convince, we are extremely apt to 
overstate our arguments. We think no copi^ 
fidaM^ with which we speak of them can be 
too great, when our attention is to urge them 
upon our hearers* This zeal, not seldom, I 
believe, defeats its own purpose, even witb 
those whom we address ; but it always de^^ 
stroys the efficacy of the argument upon oufv. 
selvesu We are conacimis of the exaggersu- 
ticm, whether our hearers perceive it or not; 
and tilts consciousness corrupts to us the 
whc^ influence of the conclusion; robs it 
even of its just value. Demonstration ad- 
mits of no degrees ; but real Ufe knows iiOi* 
thing of demonstration. It converses only 
witb mor^l evidence and moral reasoning* 
In these the scale of probability is extensive ; 
and every argument hath its piace in it It 
may not be quite the same thing to ov^state 
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a true reason, and to advance a false one: 
but i^ce two questions present themselves 
to the judgement, usually joined together by 
their nature and importance, viz. on which 
side probability lies, and how mudi it pre- 
ponderates; to transgr^s the rules of fair 
reasoning in either question, in either to go 
beyond our own perception of the subject, is 
a inmilar, if not an equal, fault. In both 
eases it is a want of candour, which ap^ 
proadies to a want of veracity. But that, in 
which its worst effect is seen ; that, at least, 
which it belongs to this discourse to notice ; 
is in its so undermining the solidity of our 
proofe, that our own understandings refuse to 
rest upon them ; in vitiating the integrity of 
our own judgements ; in rendering our minds, 
as well incapable of estimating the proper 
strength of nioral and religious arguments, as 
unreasonably suspicious of their truth, and 
duU and insensible to their impression. 

If dangers to our character accompany the 
exercise of our public ministry, tiiey no less 
attend upon the nature of our professional 
studies^ It has been said, that literary tri* 
fling upon the Scriptures has a tendency, 
above all other employments, to harden the 
heart* If by this maxim it be designed to 
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teprove the exercise, to check the freedom^ 
or to question the utility, of critical researches, 
when employed upon the sacred volume, it is 
not by me to be defendjed. If it mean sim- 
ply to guard against an existing danger, to 
state a usual and natural consequence, the 
maxitn wants neither truth nor use. It is 
founded in this observation : when any one^ 
by the command of learning and talents, has 
been fortunate enough to clear up an ob*- 
scurity, or to settle a doubt, in the inter- 
pretation of Scripture ; pleased (and justly 
pleased) with the result of his endeavours, his 
thoughts are wont to indulge this compla- 
cency, and there to stop : or when another, 
by a patient application of inferior faculties, 
has made, as he thinks, some progress in 
theological studies ; or even has with much 
attention engaged in them ; he is apt to rest 
and stay in what he deems a religious and 
meritorious service. The critic and the com- 
mentator do not always proceed with the re- 
flection, that if these things be true, if this 
book do indeed convey to us the will of God,, 
then is it no longer to be studied and criti- 
ci^d alone, but, what is a very different 
work, to be obeyed, arid to be acted upon. 
At least, this ulterior operation of the mind >. 
enfeebled perhaps by former exertioo? qC 
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quite another nature, does not alwajs retain 
sufficient force and vigour to bend the obsti- 
nacy of the will. To describe the evil is to 
point out the remedy ; which must consist 
in holding steadfastly within our view this 
momentous coifsideration, that, however la- 
boriously, or however successfully, we may 
have cultivated religious studies ; how much 
soever we may have added to our learning oi* 
our fame, we have hitherto done little foi* 
our salvation: that a more arduous, to us 
perhaps a new, and, it may be, a pain&I 
work, which the public eye sees not, which 
no public favour will reward, yet remains to 
be attempted; that of instituting ah ex^ 
amination of our hearts and of our conduct, 
of altering the secret course of our behaviour, 
of reducing, with whatever violence to bur 
habits, loss of our pleasures, or interruption 
of our pursuits, its deviations to a conformity 
with those rules of life, which are delivered 
in the volume that lies open before us ; and 
which, if it be of importance enough to de- 
serve our study, ought, for reasons infinitely 
superior, to command our obedience. 

Another disadvantage incidental to the 
character of which we are now exposing the 
dangers, is the moral debility that arises from 
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the want of being trained in tbe virtues of 
active life. This complaint belongs not to 
the- clergy as such, because their pastoral 
office affords as many calls, as many oppor<- 
tunities, for beneficent exertions, as are 
usually found in private stations ; but it be* 
longs to that secluded, contemplative life, 
which men of learning often make choice of, 
or into which they are thrown by the acci-* 
dent of their fortunes. A great part of 
mankind owe their principles to their prac* 
tice ; that is, to that wonderful accession of 
strength and energy which good dispositions 
receive from good actions. It is difficult 
to sustain virtue by meditation alone ; but 
let our conclusions only have influence 
enough once to determine us upon a course 
of virtue, and that influence will acquire such 
augmentation of force from every instance of 
virtuous endeavour, as, ere long, to produce 
in us constancy and resolution, a formed and 
a fixed character. Of this great and pro- 
gressive assistance to their principles, men 
who are withdrawn from t\^ business and 
the intercourse of civil life, find themselves in 
some measure deprived. Virtue in them is 
left, more than in others, to the dictates of 
reason ; to a sense of duty less aid^ by the 
power of habit. I will not deny that this 
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difierence renders their virtue more pure» 
more actual, and nearer to its principle ; but 
it renders it less easy to be attained or pre* 
served. 

Having proposed these circumstances, as 
difficulties of which I think it useful that our 
order should be apprised ; and as growing 
oat of the functions of the profession, its stu- 
dies, or the situations in which it jdaces as i 
I proceed, with the same ioew, to notice a 
tarn and habit of thinking, which is, of late^ 
become very general amongst the higher 
fhmfses of the community, amongst all who 
occupy stations of authority, and, in com^ 
mon wilii these two descriptions of meo^ 
amongst the ckrgy . That which I am about 
to animadvert upon, is, in its place, and to a 
certain degree, undoubtedly a fair and rij^t 
consideration ; but, in the extent to which it 
pfevails, has a tendency to discharge from 
the hearts of mankind idl religious principle 
whatever. What I mean, is the performing 
of our religious offices for the sake of setting 
<m example to others ; and the allowing of 
this motive so to take possession of the mind^ 
as to substitute itself into the place of the 
proper ground and reason of the duty. I 
must be permitted to contend, that, when- 
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ev6r this is the case, it becoioies not only a 
cold and extraneous, but ia false and un^^ 
reasonable, principle of action. A conduct 
propagated through the different ranks of so* 
ciety merely by this motive, is a chain with- 
out a support, a fabric without a foundation. 
The parts, indeed, depend upon one another, 
but there is nothing to bear up the whble« 
There must be some reason for every duty 
beside exam{de, or there can be no sufficient 
reason for it at all. It is a perversion, there* 
fore, of the regular order of our ideas, to suf^ 
fer a consideration, which, whatever be its 
importance, is only secondary and conseqaea-^ 
tial to. another, to shut out that other from 
the thoughts. The effect of this in the 
offices of religion, is utterly to destroy their 
religious quaUty; to rob them of that which 
givjds :to them their life, their spirituality^ 
their nature. They who would set an ex* 
ample to others of acts of worship and devo^ 
tioo, in truth' perform none themselves. Idle 
or proud spectators of the scene, they vouch* 
saf^ their presence in our assemblies, for the 
edification, it seems, and benefit of others, 
l>ut as if they Imd no sins of their own to de* 
pbre, no mercies to acknowledge, no pardon 
tocLntreat. 
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Shall the consideration, then, of example be 
prohibited and discarded from the thoughts ? 
By no means: but let it attend upon, not su- 
persede, the proper motive of the action. Let 
U3 learn to know and feel the reason, thevalue,^ 
and the obligation of the duty, as it concerns 
ourselves; and, in proportion as weareaffected 
by the force of these considerations, we shall 
desire, and desiring endeavour, to extend their 
influence to others. This wish, flowing from 
an original sense of elich duty, preserves to 
the duty its proper principle. " Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven/' The glory of your 
heavenly Father is still, you observe, the ter- 
mination of the precept. The love of God ; 
that zeal for his honour and service which 
gratitude, which piety, ins.pires, are still to be 
the operating motivfe of your conduct. Be- 
cause we find it convenient to ourselves, that 
those about us should be religious; or because, 
it is useful to the state that religion should 
be upheld in the country : to join, from these 
motives, in the public ordinances of the 
church, for the sake of nMiintaining their cre- 
dit by our presence and example, however ad- 
visable it may be as a branch of secular pru- 
dence, is not either tp fulfil our Lard's pre- 
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cept, 0t to perform any religious service. Re- 
ligion can spring only from its own principle. 
Believing our salvation to be involved in iht 
^thful discharge of our religious as well as 
moral duties^ or rather that they are the same ; 
experiencing the warmth, the consolation, 
the virtuous energy, which every act of true 
devotion communicates to the heart, and how 
much these effects are heightened by constat 
and sympathy; with the benevolence . widi 
which we love our neighbour, loving also and 
seeking his immortal welfare ; when, prompted 
by these sentiments, we unite with him in 
acts of social homage to our Maken then hath 
every principle its weight; then, at length, is 
our worship what it ought to be ; exemplary, 
yet our own ; not the less personal for being 
public. We bring our hearts to the service, 
and not a constrained attendance upon the 
place, with oftentimes an ill-concealed indif^ 
ference to what is there passing. 

If what we have stated concerning exma^ 
)ple be true ; if the consideration of it be 
liable to be overstretched or misapplied ; no 
persons can be more in danger of falling into 
the mistake, thah they who are taught to re^ 
gard themselves as placed in their stations for 
the purpose of becoming liie exanqiks as well 
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ais instroctors of t^ir flocks. It is necessary 
that they should be admonished to revert 
continaally to the fundamental cause of all 
obligation and of all duty : particularly to re- 
member, that, in their religious offices, they 
have not only to pronounce,^ to excite, to con- 
duct, the devotion of their congregations, but 
to pay to God the adoration which themselves 
owe to him ; in a word, amidst their care of 
others, to save their own souls by their own 
religion. 

These, I think, are some of the causes, 
which, in the conduct of their lives, call for a 
peculiar attention from the clergy, and from 
men of learning ; and which render the apo- 
stle's example, and the^esson which it teaches, 
peculiarly applicable to their circumstances. 
It remains only to remind them of a considera* 
tion which ought to counteract these disad- 
vantages, by producing i care and solicitude, 
sufficient to meet every danger, and every 
difficulty : to remind them, I say, for they 
cannot need to be informed, of our Lord's so- 
lemn declaration) that contumacious know-* 
ledge, and neglected talents^ knowledge whith 
doth not lead to obedience, and talents which 
?^t in useless speculations, will be found, in 
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the day of final account, amongst the objects 
of bis severest displeasure. Would to God^ 
tbat men of learning always understood bow 
deeply tbey are concerned in tbis warning ! It 
is impossible to add anotber reason wbicb can 
be equal or second to our Lord's admonition : 
but we may suggest a motive of very distant 
indeed, but of no mean importance, and to 
wbicb tbey certainly will not refuse its due re-» 
gard, tbe bonour and estimation of learning . 
itself. Irregular morals in men of distiur 
guisbed attainments, render tbem, not de* 
&pised (foT talents and learning never can be 
despicable), but subjects of malicious remark, 
perbaps of affected pity, to tbe enemies of 
intellectual liberty, of science and literature ; 
and, at tbe same time, of sincere tbougb si^ 
lent regret to tbose who are desirous of sup-» 
porting tbe esteem which ought to await the 
<ucceasful pursuit of ingenuous studies. We 
entreat such men to reflect, that their con* 
duct will be. made tbe reply of idleness to in* 
dustry, the revenge of dulness and ignorance 
upon parts and learning ; to consider, how 
many will seek, and think tbey find, in their 
exaaBple, an apology for sloth, and for indif* 
ferenpe . to all liberal improvement ; what a 
themef lastly, they supply to those, who, to: 
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the discouragement of every mental exertioit, 
pr^ich up the vanity of human knowledge', 
and the danger or the mischief of superior at^ 
tainments. 

But if the reputation of learning be con- 
cerned in the conduct of those who devote 
themselves to its pursuit, the sacred in- 
terests of morality are not less so. It is for 
us to take care that we justify not the boasts, 
or the sneers, of infidelity ; that we do not au- 
thorise the worst pf all scepticism, that which 
would subvert the distinctions of moral good 
and evil, by insinuating concerning them, that 
their only support is prejudice, their only ori- 
gin in the artifice of the wise, and the credu- 
lity of the multitude; and that these thing?* 
are but too clearly confessed by thelivesof men 
of learning and inquiry • This calumny let us 
contradict ; let us refute. Let us show, that 
virtue and Christianity cast their deepest 
foundations in knowledge ; that, however they 
may ask the aid of principles which, in a great 
degree, govern human life (and which must 
necessarily, therefore, be either powerful al- 
lies, or irresistible adversaries), of education, 
of habit, of example, of public authority, of 
public institutions, they rest, nevertheless, 
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upon the fiim basis of rational argument. Let 
us testify to the world our sense of this great 
truth, by the only evidence which the world 
will believe, the influence of our conclusions 
upon our own conduct. 
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B()MANS^ XIV. 7« 

Far Twne of us liveth to himself. 

The use of many of the precepts and maxims 
of Scripture, is not so much to prescribe 
actions, as to generate some certain turn and 
habit of thinkiqg: and they are then only 
applied as they ought to be, when they fur- 
nish us with such a view of, and such a way 
of considering, the subject to which they -re- 
late, as may rectify and meliorate our dispo- 
€itions; for from dispositions so rectified and 
meliorated, particular good actions, and par- 
ticular good rules of acting, flow of their own 
accord. This is true of the great Christian 
maxims, of loving our neighbours as our- 
selves ; of doing to others as we would that 
others should do to ns ; and (as will appear, 
I hope, in the sequel of this discourse) of that 
/of the text. These maxima being well im« 
pressed, the detail of conduct may be left to 
itself* Hid subtleties of casuistry, I had al«^ 
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most said the science, may be spared. By 
presenting to the mind one fixed considera- 
tion, such a temper is at length formed withr 
in us, that our first impressions and first im- 
pulses are sure almost of being on the side of 
virtue ; and that we feel likewise an almost 
irresistible inclination to be governed by 
them. When this disposition is perfected, 
the in^uence of religion, as a moral institu- 
tion, is sufficiently established. 

It is not in this way, but in another, that 
human laws, especially the laws of free coun* 
tries, proceed to attain their objects. For- 
asmuch as their ultimate sanctions are to be 
dispensed by fallible men, instead of an un- 
erring and omnisdent Judge, the safety, as 
well as the liberty, of the subject, requires, 
that discretion should be bound down by pre- 
cise rules both of acting, and of judging of 
actions^ Hence lawgivers have been obliged 
to multiply directions and prohibitions with- 
out number : and this necessity, for such I 
acknowledge it to be, hath drawn them into 
a prolixity, which epcumbers the law as a 
sdence to those who study or administer it; 
And sometimes perplexes it, as a rule of con» 
duct, to. those who have nothing to ^o with 
it, bot to M>ey it« Yet still tbey find tbenip 
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selves unable to make laws as fast as occa- 
sions demand them: they find themselves 
perpetually called upon to pursue, by fresh 
paths, the inventive versatility of human 
fraud, or to provide for new and unforeseen 
varieties of situation. Now should religion, 
which professes to guide the whole train and 
range of a man's conduct, mterior as well as 
external, domestic as well as civil; and which, 
consequently, extends the operations of its 
rules to many things which the laws leave 
indifferent and uncontrolled ; should religion, 
I say, once set about to imitate the precision 
of human laws, the volume of its precepts 
would soon be rendered useless by its bulk, 
and unintelligible by its intricacy. The re- 
ligion of Mahomet, as might be expected 
from the religion of a military prophet, 
constituted itself into the law of the states 
into which it was received. Assuming the 
functions of legislators and magistrates, is 
conjunction with the character of interpreters 
of the Koran, and depositaries of the supple* 
mental laws of the religion, the successors of 
the Arabian have, under the name of tra- 
ditionary rules, compiled a code for the di- 
rection of their followers in almost every part 
of their conduct. The seventy-jive thousand 

M 
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precepts of that code* serve only to «how 
the futiUty of the attempt; to prove by ex- 
periment, that religion can only act iipoQ 
human life by general precepts, addressed and 
applied to the disposition ; that there is no 
ground for the objection that has sometimes 
been made to Christianity, that it is defective, 
as a moral institution, for the \yant of more 
^plicit, more circumstantial, and more ac- 
curate directions; and that when we place by 
tibe side of each other human and divine law^s, 
without understanding the distinction in the 
two methods by which they seek to attain 
their purpose, and the reason of that distino^ 
tion, we form a comparison between them, 
which is likely to be injurious to both* We 
may find fiuilt with the Scriptures, for not 
giving us the precision of civil laws; and we 
may bkme the laws, £br not being content 
with the conciseness and simplicity of Scrip* 
ture; and our censure in both cases be un» 
founded and undeserved. 

The observation of the text is exactly of 
the nature I have been alluding to. It sup^ 
plies a principle. It furnishes us with a view 
pf our duty, and of the relations in which we 

* See Hamilton's translation of the Hedaya or Guide. 
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are placed, which, if attended to (and no in* 
struction can be of use without that), will 
produce in our minds just determinations, 
and, what are of more value, because more 
wanted, efficacious motives. 

** None of us liveth to himself/' We ought 
to regard our lives (including under that 
name our faculties, our opportunities, our ad- 
vantages of every kind), not as mere instra-* 
ments of personal gratification, but as due to 
the service of God; and as given us to be 
employed in promoting the purpose of his will 
in the happiness of our fellow-creatures. I 
am not able to imagine a turn of thought 
which is better than this* It encounters the 
antagonist, the check, the destroyer, of all 
virtue, selfishness. It is intelligible to all; 
to all different degrees applicable. It inces* 
santly prompts to exertion, to activity, to 
beneficence. 

In order to recommend it, and in order to 
render it as useful as it is capable of being 
made, it may be prefer to point out, how the 
force and truth of the apostle's assertion 
bears upon the different classes of civil so- 
ciety. And in this view, the deacription of 
men which first, undoubtedly, oflfers itself to 

M 2 
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our notice^ is that of men of public charac- 
ters ; who possess offices of importance, pow- 
er, influenee, and authority. If tlie rule and 
principle which I am exhibiting to your ob- 
servation, can be said to be made for one class 
of mankind more than another, .it is for them. 
They J certainly, "live not to themselves/' 
The design, the tenure, the condition of their 
offices ; the public expectation, the public 
claim ; consign their lives and labours, their 
cares and thoughts and talents, to the public 
happiness, whereinsoever it is connected with 
the duties of their stations, or can be ad- 
vanced by the fidelity of their services. 
There may be occasions and emergencies 
when men are called upon to take part in the 
public service, out of the line of their pro- 
fessions, or the ordinary limits of their voca- 
tion. But these emergencies occur, I think, 
seldom. The necessity should be manifest, 
before we yield to it. A too great readiness 
to start out of our separate precincts of duty, 
in order to rush into provinces which belong 
to others, is a dangerous excesd of zeal. In 
general the public interest is best upheld, 
the public quiet always best preserved, by 
each one attending closely to the proper and 
distinct duties of his station. In seiasons of 
peril or consternation, this attention ought 
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to be doubled. Dangers are not best op- 
posed by tumultuous or disorderly exertions ; 
but by a sedate, firm, and calm resistance, 
especiallyby that regular and silent strength, 
which is the collected result of each m3<n's 
vigilance and industry in his separate statioik 
For public men, therefore, to be active in 
the stations assigned to them, is demanded 
by their country in the hour of her fear or 
danger. If ever there was a time, when they 
that rule " should rule with diligence ;"' when 
supineness> negligence, and remissness in 
pi(fice, when a timidity or love of ease, which 
might in other circumstances be tolerated, 
ought to be proscribed and excluded, it is the 
present. If ever there was a time to make 
the public feel the benefit of public institu- 
.tiona^ it is this. 

But I shall add nothing more concerning 
the obligation which the text, and the lesson 
it conveys, imposes upon public men, be- 
cause I think that the principle is too apt to 
.be considered as appertaining to them alone. 
It will therefore be more useful to show, how 
what are called private stations are affected 
by the same principle. I say, what are called 
private stg^tions ; for such they are, only as 
contradistinguished from public trusts, pub- 
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licly and formally confided. . In themaelvef 
and iaccurately estimated, there are few such; 
I mean, that there are few so destined to the 
private emolument of the possessor, as that 
they are innocently occupied by him, when 
they are occupied with no other atteiv- 
tion but to his own enjoyment. Civil go- 
vernment is constituted for the happiness of 
the governed, and not for the gratification of 
those who administer it. Not only so, but 
the gradations of rank in society are sup- 
ported, not for the advantage or pleasure of 
those who possess the highest places in it, 
but for the common good ; for the security, 
the repose, the protection, the encourage- 
ment, of all. They may be very satisfac- 
torily defended upon this principle: but then 
this principle casts upon them duties. In 
particular it teaches every man who possesses 
a fortune, to regard himself as in some mea- 
sure occupying a public station ; as obliged 
to make it a channel of beneficence, an in^ 
strument of good to others, and not merely a 
supply to himself of the materials of luxury, 
ostentation, or avarice. There is a share of 
power and influence necessarily attendant 
upon property; upon the right or the wrong 
use. of which, the exertion or the neglect, 
depends no little part of the virtue or vice, 
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the happiness or misery^ of the community. 
It is in the choice of erery man of rank and 
property to become the benefactor or the 
scourge, the guardian or the t3nrant5 the ex- 
ample or the corrupter of the virtue, of his 
servants, his tenants, his neighbourhood; to 
be the author to them of peace or contention, 
of sobriety or dissoluteness, of comfort or 
distress. This power, whencesoever it pro- 
ceeds, whetl^r expressly conferred or si^tly 
acquired (for I see no difference in the two 
cases), brings along with it obligation and 
responsibility. It is to be lamented when 
this consideration is not known, or not at<» 
tended to« Two causes appear to me to ob* 
struct, to men of this description, the riew of 
their moral situation. One is, that they do 
not perceive any call upon them at all ; the 
other, that, if there be one, they do not see 
to what they are called. To the first point I 
would answer in the words of an excellent 
moralist, " Tl^ delivery of the talent is the 
call* :" it is the call of Providence, the call of 
Hmven. The supply of the means is the re- 
quisition of the duty. When we find our- 
selves in possession of Unities and opportu- 

* The late Abraham Tucker, Esq. author of The Light of 
Nature ; and of The Li^t of Nature and Revelation pursued^ by 
Edward Searcli, Esq. 
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nitiesy whether arising from the endowments 
and qualities of our minds, or from the ad- 
vantages of fortune and station, we need ask 
for no further evidence of the intention of the 
Donor: we ought to see in that intention a 
demand upon us for the use and application 
pf what has been given. This is a principle 
of natural as well as revealed religion ; and it 
is universal. Then as to the second inquiry, 
the species of benevolence, the kind of duty 
to which we are bound, it is pointed Out to 
us by the same indication. To whatever 
office of benevolence our faculties are best 
fitted, our talents turned ; whatever our op- 
portunities, our occasions, our fortune, our 
profession, our rank or station, or whatever 
our local circumstances, which are capable 
of no enumeration, put in our power to per- 
form with the most advantage and ef!ect, that 
is the office for us ; that it is, which, upon 
our principle, we are designed, and, being 
designed, are obliged, to discharge. I think 
that the judgement of mankind does not often 
^ail them in the choice of the objects or spe- 
cies of their benevolence : but what fails them 
is the sense of the obligation, the conscious- 
ness of the connexion between duty and 
power, and, springing from this conscious- 
ness, a disposition to seek opportunities, or to 
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embrace those that occur, of rendering them- 
selves useful. to their generation. 

t Another cause, which keeps outof the sight 
of those who are concerned in them, the du* 
ties that belong to superior stations, is a lan« 
guage from their infancy familiar to them, 
namely, that they are placed above work. I 
have always considered this as a most unfor- 
tunate phraseology. And, as habitual modes 
of speech have no small effect upon public 
sentiment, it has a direct tendency to make 
one portion of mankind envious, and the other 
idle. The truth is, every man has his work. 
The kind of work varies, and that is all the 
difference there is. A great deal of labour 
exists beside that of the hands ; many species 
of industry beside bodily operation, equally ne- 
cessary, requiring equal assiduity, more atten- 
tion, more anxiety. It is not true, therefore 
,that men of elevated stations are exempted 
from work ; it is only true, that there is assigned 
to them work of a different kind : whether 
more easy, or more pleasant, may be ques- 
tioned ; but certainly not less wanted, not less 
essential to the common good. Were this 
maxim once properly received as a principle 
of conduct, it would put men of fortune and 
rank upon inquiring, what were, the opportu- 
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nities of doing good (for some, they may de- 
pend upon it, there are), which in a more 
especial manner belonged to their situation or 
condition ; and were this principle carried into 
any thing like its full effect, or even were this 
way of thinking sufficiently inculcated, it 
would completely remove the invidiousness of 
elevated stations. Mankind would see in tb^oi 
this alternative : If such men discharged the 
duties which were attached to the advantages 
they enjoyed, they deserved these advantages: 
if they did not, they were, morally speaking, 
in the situation of a poor man who neglected 
his business and his calling ; arid in no better. 
And the proper reflection in both cases is the 
same : the individual is in a high degree cul* 
pable, yet the business and the calling bene^ 
ficial and expedient. 

The habit and the disposition whith we wish 
^ to recommend, namely, that of casting about 
for opportunities of doing good, readily seizing 
those which accidentally present themselves, 
and faithfully using those which naturally 
and regularly belong to pur situations^ ap- 
pear to be sometimes checked by a notion, 
very natural to active spirits, and to flattered 
talents. They will not be content to do little 
things. They will either attempt mighty mat- 
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tersy or do nothing. The small eflfect which 
the private endeavours of an individual can 
produce upon the mass of social good, is so 
lost, and so unperceived, in the comparison, 
tWt it neither deserves, they think, nor re- 
wards, the attention which it requires. The 
answer is, that the comparison, which thus 
discourages them, ought never to be made. 
The good which their efforts can produce, 
may be too minute to bear any sensible pro- 
portion to the sum of public happiness, yet 
may be their share ; may be enough for them. 
The proper question is not, whether the good 
we aim at be great or little ; still less, whe- 
ther it be great or little in comparison with 
the whole ; but whether it be the most which 
it is in our power to perform. A single action 
may be, as it were, nothing to the aggregate of 
moral good ; so also may be the agent. It may 
still, therefore, be the proportion which is re- 
quired of him. In all things nature works by 
numbers. Her greatest effects are achieved 
by the joint operation of multitudes of, sepa- 
rately considered, insignificant individuals. It 
is enough for each that it executes its office. 
It is not its concern, because it does not de- 
pend upon its will, what place that office holds 
in, or what proportion it bears to, the general 
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result. Let our only comparison therefore be, 
between our opportunities and the use which 
we make of them. When we would extend 
bur views, or stretch out our hand, to distant 
and general good, we are commonly lost and 
sunk in the magnitude of the subject. Par- 
ticular good, and the particular good which 
lies within our reach, is all we are concerned 
to attempt, or to inquire about. Not the 
smallest effort will be forgotten ; not a par- 
ticle of our virtue will fall to the ground. 
Whether successful or not, our endeavours 
will be recorded ; will be estimated, not ac- 
cording to the proportion which they bear to 
the universal interest, but according to the re- 
lation which they hold to our means and op- 
portunities; according to the disinterested- 
ness, the sincerity, with which we undertook, 
the pains and perseverance with which we 
carried them on. It may be true, and I think 
it is the doctrine of Scripture, that the right 
use of great faculties or great opportunities 
will be more highly rewarded, than the right 
use of inferior faculties and less opportunities. 
He that with ten talents had made ten talents 
more, was placed over ten cities. The ne- 
glected talent was also given to him. He who 
with five talents had made five more, though 
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pronounced to be a good and faithful servant, 
was placed only over five cities** This dis- 
tinction might, without any great harshness 
to our moral feelings, be resolved into the will 
of the Supreme Benefactor : but we can see, 
perhaps, enough of the subject to perceive 
that it was just. The merit may reasonably 
be supposed to have been more in one case 
than the other. The danger, the activity, the 
care, the solicitude, were greater. Still both 
received rewards, abundant beyond measure 
when compared with the services, equitable 
and proportioned when compared with one 
another. 

That our obligation is commensurate with 
ouropportunity, and that the possession of the 
opportunity is sufficient, without any further 
or more formal command, to create the obli- 
gation, is a principle of morality and of Scrip- 
ture ; and is alike true in all countries. But 
that power jind property so far go together, 
as to constitute private fortunes into public 
stations, as to cast upon large portions of the 
community occasions which render the pre- 
ceding principles more constantly applicable, 
is the effect of civil institutions, -and is found 

* Matt. XXV. 20, et scq. 
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in no country more than in ours ; if in any ao 
much. With us a great part of the public 
business of the country is trginsacted by the 
country itself: and upon the prudent and 
faithful management of it, depend in a yery 
considerable degree the interior prosperity of 
the nation, and the satisfaction of great bo- 
dies of the people. Not only offices of ma- 
gistracy, If hich affect and pervade every dis- 
trict, are delegated to the principal inhabit* 
tants <tf the neighbourhood, but there is 
erected in every county a high and venembfe 
tribunal, to which owners of permanent pro- 
perty, down almost to their lowest classes, are^ 
indiscriminately called ; and called to take 
part, not in the forms and ceremonies of the 
meeting, but in the most efficient and import- 
ant of its functions. The wisdom of man 
hath not devised a happier institution than 
that of juries, or one founded in ajuster know« 
ledge of human life, or of the human capa- 
city. In jurisprudence, as in every science, 
the points ultimately rest upon comimonsens^ 
Bi2t to reduce a^queation to these points, and 
to propose them accurately, requires not only 
aB understanding superbr to that which is ne- 
cessary to decide upon them when piroposed, 
but oftentimes also a technical and peculiar 
erudition. Agreeably to tiiis distinction, which 
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runs perhaps through all sciences, what is pre- 
liminary and preparatory, is left to the legal 
profession ; what is final, to the plain under- 
standing of plain men. But since it is neces- 
f^ty that the judgement of such men should 
be informed ; and since it is of the utmost im- 
portance that advice which falls with so much 
weight, should be drawn from the purest 
sources ; judges are sent down to us, who 
have spent their lives in the study and admi- 
nistration of the laws of their country, and 
who come amongst us, strangers to our con- 
tentions, if we have s^y, our parties, and our 
prejudices ; strangers to every thing except 
the evidence which they hear. The effect 
corresponds with the wisdom of t)pie design. 
Juries may err, and frequently do so ; but 
there is no system of error incorporated with 
their constitution. Corruption, terror, influ- 
wee, are excluded by it ; aad.prejudice, in a 
great dc^ee, though not entirely. This dan* 
ger, which consists tti juries viewing one class 
of men, or one class of rights, in a more or 
less £ftvourable light than another, is the only 
one to be feared, and to be guarded against* 
It is a disposition, which, whenever it rises up 
in the minds of jurors, ought to be repressed 
by their probity, their consciences, the sense 
of their duty, the remembrance of their oaths. 
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And this institution is riot more salutary, 
than it is grateful and honourable to those 
popular fieelings of which all good govern- 
ments are tender. Hear the language of the 
law. In the most momentous interests, in the 
last peril indeed of human life, the accused 
appeals to God and his couiitr}^, " which 
country you are.^' What pomp of titles, 
what display of honpurs. Can equal the real 
dignity which these few words confer upon 
those to whom they are addressed? They 
show, by terms the most solemn and signifi- 
cant, how highly the law deems of the func- 
tions and character of a jury : they show also, 
with what care of the s&fety of the subject it 
is, that the sanie law has provided for every 
one a recourse to the fair arid indifferent arbi- 
tration of his neighbours. This is substan- 
tial equality ; real freedom : equality of pro- 
tecion; freedom from injustice. May it 
never be invaded, never abused ! May it be 
perpetual ! And it will be so, if tho^ffection 
of the country continue to be preserved to it, 
by the integrity of those who are charged 
with its office. 
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^i^f^'Jh^^ ^ *v. * » 



Hum AH life has been said to resemble the 
situation of spectators in a theatre, where, 
whilst each pers6n is engaged by the seen^ 
which pfisses before him, no one thinks about 
the p^ace in which he is seated. It is only 
when the business is interrupted, or when the V^tjsjV 
apectator^s attention to it grows idle and re- ty^ 
miss, that iie begins to consider at all, who is 
before him or who is behind him, whether 
others ane better accommodated than him- 
self, or whedier many be not much worse. 
It is thus with the various ranks and stations 
of society. So long as a man is intent upon ' 
the duties and concerns of hi& own oondition, 
he never thinks of comparing it with any 
odier ; he is never troubled with reflections 
apon the difierent cksses and orders of man* 
kind, the advantages and disadvantages of 
each, the necessity or non-iieoessity of civil 
distiiAetions, much less dbes he feel wi^iii 
himself a disposition to covet or envy any of 
thrati. He is too muda taken up with the • 
oecupkttdfis of his calling, its pursuits, cares, 
and business, to bestow unprofitabb medi^- 
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lions upon the circumstances in which he 
sees others placed. And by this means a 
man of a sound and active mind has, in his 
very constitution, a remedy against the dis^ 
turbance of envy and discontent. These 
passions gain no admittance into his breast, 
because there is no leisure there or vacancy 
for the trains of thought which generate them. 
He enjoys, therefore, ease in this respect, and 
ease resulting from the best cause, the power 
of keeping his imagination at home ; of con- 
fining it to what belongs to himself, instead 
of sending it forth to wander amongst :specu^ 
lations which have neither limits nor use, 
amidst views of unattainable grandeur, &n^ 
^,^A-^^\ tied happiness, of extolled, because unex-» 
\^^jjc^ perienced, privileges and delights. 

The wisest advice that can be given is, 
never to allow our attention to dwell upon 
comparisons between our own condition and 
that of others^ but to keep it fixed upon the 
duties and concerns of the condition itself. 
But since every man has not this power; 
sinbe.the minds of some men will be busy in 
contemplating the advantages which they see 
others possess ; and since persons, in laborious 
stations of life are wont to view the higher 
ff^iks of society, with sentiments which W)| 
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only tend to m^k^ themdelves uDhapt>y^ ^^^^ 
which are very different from thfe truth; it (I 
may be an useful office to point out to them 
^m^e of those considerations which, if they 
will turn their, thpughts to the subject, they 
should endeavour to take fairly into the ao* 
count* 

Abd, first ; we are most of us apt to murr 
mur, when we see exorbitant fortunes placed 
in the hands of single p^rsop^ ; larger, we are 
sure, than they can want^ or, ^ we think, 
than they pan use. This Js so common a 
reflection, that I ^ill not say it is not natural* 
But whenever the complaint corner into out 
minds, we ought to recollect, that the thing 
happens in consequence of thpse very rules 
and laws which secure to ourselves our pro« 
perty, be it ever so small* The laws which 
accidentally cast enormous estates into one 
great man's possession, are, after all, the self« 
same laws which protect and guard the poor 
inan. Fixed rules of property are. established 
for one as well as another, without knowing, 
l^fore-hand, whom they may afiect. If 
these rules sometimes throw an excessive ot 
disproportionate share to one man's lot, who 
can help it? It is much better that it should 
be so, than that the rules thems^v^ should 
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be broken up: and ytm cati btAy Imre one 
sidd of the dterrifttive or the other. To 
ftboli^ riches, Would not be to eboikh po- 
l*rty *. but, on the contrary, to leave it with- 
out protection or resource* It is n<^ for th« 
poot taan t6 repine at the elfects of laws and 
l^bA/^t^ rules, by which he himself is benefited every 
h^^V^ ^ hour of his existence ; which secure to him 
his earnings, his habitation, his bread, his 
life; without which he, no more than the 
rich man, could either eat his meal in quiet- 
ness, or go to bed in safety. Of the two, it 
is rather more the concern of the. poor to 
5tand up for the laws, than of the rich ; for it 
), . V is the law which defends the weak against the 
itrong, the humble against the powerful, the 
little against the great ; and weak and strotig^ 
humble and powerful, little and great, the» 
wouM be, even were there no fciws whatjwer. 
Beside, what, after all, is the mischief? Tlie 
owner of a great estate does not eat or drink 
more than the ow»er of a small one. His 
fields do not produce worse crops, nor 4oei 
the produce maintain fewer mouths. If 
states were more equally divkled, would 
greater numbers be fed, or clothed, or em- 
ployed? Either, therefore, large fertuaes are 
Bof a puWic evil, or, if they be in any de- 
gi*eeaii ^evil, it is to be borne 'with, for thf 
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lake oi those fi»d and genetal rules concent 
kg propwty, in the jMneieiTation imd steadi-* 
nesB of which all aie interred. 

Fortunes, iioweirer^ of any kind, frmn &e 
nature of the thing, din mi!/ &11 to the bt of ^ 
a few, I say, " from the nature of the thing/^ 
The very utmost that can be done by kiw« \ 
and government, is to enable every man, who 
hadi health, to procure a healthy jsnifosistence 
for himself and a family. Where this is the 
ease, things are at their perfectidi. They 
have reached their limit. Were the princes 
and nobility, the legislators and counsellors 
of the land, all of them the best and wisest 
men that ever livedo iheir united virtue and 
wisd<»n could do no more than thb. They» 
if any such there be, who would teach you to 
e&pect nu>re, give you no instance where more 
^as ever been attained. 

But Providence, whidi foresaw, which ap^ 
pointed, indeed, the necessity to whidi hu^ 
man aiaim are subjected (and against which 
it were impious to complain), hadi ci«itrived 
that, whilst ibrtailb are only for a few, the 
QM; of mankind may be happy without them* | 
Aad tins leads me ccmsider the con\par^ 
tm advanMfes and craolbiU which beltmg 
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ttf die conation of ^lose who subsist, as the 
great mass of every people do and must siib^ 
sist, by personal labour, and the solid reasons 
they have for contentment iti their stations* 
I do not now use the terms poor and rich : 
because that man is to be accounted poor, of 
whatever rank he be, and suffers the pa^ins of 
poverty, whose expenses exceed his resources ; 
and no man is, properly speaking, poor but 
he. But I, at present, consider the advan« 
tages of those laborious conditions of life 
which ccmipose the great portion of every hu** 
man community. 

And, first ; it is an inestimable; blessing of 
such situations, that they supply a constant 
I train of employment both to body and mind^ 
A husbandman, or a xoanufaeturer, or ^ 
tradesman, never goes to bed at qigfat withn 
out having his business^ to rise i^ ta in the 
morning. He would understand the value of 
this advantage, did he know that the want of 
it composes one of ^e greatest plaguMi of 
ihe human soul : a plague by which the rich, 
especially those, who inherit riches^ are ex^ 
eeedingfy oppressed. Indeed it is to get nd 
of it,, that is to say, it is to ha.ve somethii^ 
to da, that, they are driven ufoa diose strdi^ 
and unaccountable ways of pasaii^ thi^ 
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tim^, in wtiich we sometimes siee' tlrcin, to odt 
stirprise, ei^ged. A poor man's condition 
supplks him with that which no man can do 
without, and with which a rich man, with alibis 
opportunities and all his contrivaiK^e, caii 
hardly supply himself} regular engagement^ 
foasihess to look forward to, something to be 
done for every day> sdihe employment pre- 
pa^d for every morning* A few of better 
judgement can seek out fdr thiems^lves con*" 
stant and useful occupation. There is not 
one of you takes the pains in his callii^^ 
which some of the most indepoident metl in 
the nation have taken, and are taking, to pro« 
mote what they deem to be a point of great 
ecmcera to the interests of humttnity^ by 
which neithet they nor thieirs can ever gain a 
shilUi^9 and in which diould they succeed^ 
those who are to be benefited by their ser^* 
vice, will mther know nor thank thi^m for it; 
I only toehtton this to sho^^ iii conjunction 
with whatims b^n obsetved' above^ that, o£ 
those who a]?e at liberty to act as they please^ 
the wis^:|^vef and the fooii^i confess, by: 
their tonduct^ that a life, of employment is^ 
the only life worth kading; and that tfaie 
chief difference between their ;manner of 
p«mog their time and youira^ is that they can^ 
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choose the objects cf t)^r aetivity, ^whieh 
you cannot This privilege may be air]ad«* 
xtxita^ge to some^ bat for nine out of ten it is 
fertcmate that occupation is provided to their 
hands, that they have it not to seek, tkrt it 
is imposed upon them by their necessl'ties 
aodoocottsions; fer^hti isonsequetice of liberty 
in this respect would he^ that, lost in the 
pef pldxity of choosing, th^ would sink into 
inreooverable indolence, inaction, and uncon^ 
cern i into that vacancy and tiresomeness of 
time and thought wMch are inseparable from 
such a situation. A maa^s thoughts must be 
going* Whilst be is awake, the working of 
his inind is as constatit as die beating of his 
pulse; He can no mote stop the one ^itttt 
Ae oAer. Ifonce if o«rr Noughts have no- 
thing to act upft^^^dtey act upon oitfselves*. 
Th^ acquire a corrosive quality. They be-^ 
come in the kutd^gme i?rks*me and towneot-t 
mgv Wherefore that sort of'«quits*)le en-^ 
gagement, which takes ^p tbi tiiottghts «uf- 
fieien%, yet so as to lea^e them capaWe of 
turning to any^thtog more knportaiit, as oc^ 
casiotts offfer <ir requiw, is a ftio^t iftt^hiable 
bl^isittg. And if the industrious he boC smm 
sible of the blessing, it is f*r no otber rett»» 
tltt^n because tbey haVfe nev»erexperteticed, or 
rather suffered, the want of it. 
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Again ; some of the necessities which p<i- 
verty (if the condition of the labouring part 
of mankind most be so called) imposes, are 
not hardships but pleasures. Frugality itself 
is a pleasure. It is an exercise of attention ' 
and contrivance, which, whenever it i^ suc- 
cessful, produces satisfaction. The very cart 
and forecast that are necessary to keep ex* 
penses and earnings upon a level, form, when 
not embarrassed by too great difficulties, an 
agreeable engagement of the thoughts. Thii 
is lost amidst abundance. There is no plea« / 
sure in taking out of a lai^ unmeaswed j 
fund. They who do that, and only that, are 
the mere conveyers of money from dne hand 
to another. 



A yet more seriow advantage which per* 
sons in iufefior stations possess, b the ease 
with whi^h they provide for their children. 
All the provision which a poor man's child 
requires is contained in two words, " industry^ 
and innocence.'* With these qualitie^^ though ^ 
lirithout a sfaillimg to set hiiti forwards, he goes 
into the World prepared to become an useful, 
virtuous, and happy man. Nor will he fail 
to meet with a tnaintenanee adequate^ to the 
habits wi^ which he has been brought up,' 
nj^ to Ae expectations which he has formed ; 
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a degj^ee of success sufficient for a person of* 
any condition whatever. These Qualities of 
industry and innocence, which, I repeat again, 
are all that are absolutely necessary, every 
.parent can give to his children withdut ex- 
pense^ because he can give them by his own 
authority and example ; and they are to be 
jcommuidcated, I believe, and preserved, in no 
other way* I call this a serious advantage 
of humble stations; because, ia what we 
reckon superior ranks of life, there is a real 
difficulty in placing children in situations 
which may in any degree support them in the 
class and in the habits in which they have 
been brought up with their parents: from 
which great and oftentimei» distressing per^ 
plexity the poor are free* With health of 
body, innocence of mind, and habits of in-> 
dustry, a poor man's child has nothing to be 
afraid of; nor his father or tnother any thing 
to be afraid of for him* 

Th6 labour of the world, is carried oti by 
$ervicei that is, by oiyd nian working undef 
another man's direction. I take it for granted 
that this is the best way of conducting bu8i-» 
ness, because all nations and ages have 
adppted it« Consequently service is the rela« 
tion which^iof all otbersi affects the greatest 
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numbers of individuals, and in the most sen- 
sible manner. In whatever country, there- 
fore, this relation is well and equitably regu* 
lated, in that country the poor will be happy. 
Now how is the matter managed with us? 
Except apprenticeships, the necessity of 
which every one, at least every father and 
mother, will acknowledge, as the best, if not 
the only practicable, way of gaining instruc- 
tion and skill, and which have their founda- 
tion in nature^ because they have their 
foundation in the natural ignorance aiid im- 
becility of youth ; except these, service in 
Ejigland is, as it ought to be, voluntary and 
by contract ; a fair exchange of work for 
wages ; an equal bargain, in which each party 
has his rights and his redress; wherein every 
servant chooses his master. Can this be 
mended? I will add, that a continuance of 
thid connexion is frequently the foundation of 
so much mutual kindness and attachment, 
that very few friendships are more cordial, or 
more sincere; that it leaves oftentimes no- 
thing in servitude, except the name ; nor any 
distinction but what one party is as n^uch 
pleased with, and sometimes also as proud of^ 
as the other. 

What then (for this is the feir way <rf cal- 
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culating) is tb^re m hi^W 9t»tiou to |)lace 
again$t ihfiae {|dyft«^t^«k? What does the 
poor man a^^ in the life or ooodition of the 
rich that should render him dissatisfied \i^ith 
his owp ? 

Was there as much in sensual pleasures, I 
neao in the luxuries of eating and drinking, 
and other gratifications of that sort, as some 
men's imaginations would represent there to 
Ih^, but which no man's experience finds in 
them, 1 contend, that even in these respects 
the advantage is on the side of the poor* 
The rich, who addict themselves to indulge 
«nce, lose their relish. Their desires are 
dead* Tbeir sensibilities are worn and tired. 
Heoice they lead a languid satiated existence. 
Hardly any thing can aniuse, or rouse, or 
gifatify them. Whereas the poor man, if 
something extraordinary fall in bis way^ 
comes to the repast with appetite ; is ^ased 
and refreshed ; derives Arom bis nttial course 
of moderation and temperance a quickness c^ 
perception and delight which the rnirestrained 
Yoluptuary. knows nothing of. Habits of ^ 
kinds ere much the same^ Whatever '& ha« 
^bitual, becomes smooth and indiflS^rent, and 
nothing more. The luxurious receive no 
gmtto pletsum from thdr dain^^ tlian the 
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pmssnt does from his homely fere.— But here 
id the difference : The pefji^rit, whenever be 
goes abroad, finds a feast, whereas the epi«> 
cure rnunt be sumptuoiisly entertained to 
Mcape disgust. They who spend every day 
in diwr«ions, and they who go every day 
about their usual business, pass- their time 
much alike. Aitendiug to what they ara 
about, wanting nothing, regretting notbingi 
diey are both, whilst engaged, in a sta>te of 
ease ; but then, whatever suapeuds the pur-» 
suits of the man of diversion, distresses hinij 
wfaemas to the labourer, or the man of bu*- 
siness, every pause is a recreation.^ And this 
is a vast advantage which they possess who 
are trained and inured, ton lift^ of occupation^ 
above the man who sets up for a life of plea^ 
sure. Variety is sokhi eidmusted. Novelty 
itself is no longer netv. Amusements are be-« 
come too fiuiniHar to d^ght, and he is in a 
situation in which he oaa never chan^ but 
lor the worse, - 

Anoi;ber article which the poor ar^ ap^ to 
envy in! the rich, is their, eoie.v Now hera 
they raistakei the Biattw totally* They call 
inaction ease, whereas nothing is farthesr from 
it. Rest is ease. That is true ; but no man ' 
aaftiast.wht}ha$t^twQrlied, Re^t is theses- 
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8ation of labour. It cannot therefore be en<- 
?oyed, or even tasted, except by those who 
have known fatigue. The rich see, and not 
without envy, the refreshment and pleasure 
which rest affords to the poor, and choose to 
wonder that they cannot find the same enjoy- 
ment in being free from the necessity of work- 
ing at all. They do not observe tiiat this en- 
joyment must be purchased by previous labour, 
and that he who will not pay the price cannot 
have the gratification. Being, without work 
is one thing; reposing from work is anodier. 
The one is as tiresome and insipid as the odier 
is sweet and soothing. The one, in general, 
is the fate of the rich man, the other is;the for-p 
tune of the poor* I have heard it said^ that 
if the face of happiness can any where be seen^ 
it is in the sumn^r evening of a country viW 
lage ; where, after the labours of the day, 
each man at his door, with his children, 
amongst his neighbours, feels his frame add 
his heart at rest, every thing about him 
pleased and pleasing, and a delight and com- 
placency in his sensations fer beyond what 
either luxury or diversion can nSmd: The 
rich want this ; and they want \lrhat they rx^jt$t 
never have. 

As to some other things which the poor av^ 
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dis^sied to eftvy ift tk6 cotfditioft of the ricb, 
aweh asp their state, tfe^k ^pearance, the gran*- 
SusSLt of tlfeir houses', dressy,* eqtiipage, and at- 
fienda»e*, th^y ontyehvy thejfich' tihese ttrings 
because they d(y ttto* khtow the rich. They | 
ha^e H<>t op^tafii'tied of observing M^ith ^hat 
Aeglettt and insenSibBity the rich possess and 
regard thesre things themselves. If they could 
see 1^ great t^it in his retiremeiit, and in 
hfe acttHftl itoanner.of life, ^y woald find him, \ 
if plftased at a!ll, ta^i^ pleasure in! some of I 
^ftose simple enjoymehliswhichr they can com> / 
i^^nd air well as^ he. They would find hitn 
a^xMongsV hfe cMldi^in, in Ms husbandry, in his 
giardbn,^ pursuittg some rural^ diversion,^ or oc- 
cupied with some trifling ekercise, which are 
aU g*atifica«ioris^ sfcsr liiuch witihin* the poM^er 
and reach of the ^ooir ibari^ asr of the ricb ; or 
ratber more so, 

Td>leaEi« the artJ of contienttnenlf, isf only tb 
teart^ what ba^pin^ss aietua% consists in. Sal- 
sual pleasures addlit?tle' to its substance. Ease; 
if fey tha# be ittearH; exemption' froitt labour, 
contmbutei^ Uothing. Otoe^ however, constant 
springs of satisfectioil^ and almostf infallibfe 
support of cheerfulness and spirits, is the exer- 
cfise of domestic affections; the presence of ob- / 
jfects of teiiderness and endearmeiit in our fa* 
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milies, our kindred, our friends* Now have 
the poor any thing to complain of here P Are 
they not surrounded by their relatives as ge- 
nerally as others ? The poor man has his wife 
and children about him; and what has the rich 
more? He has the same enjoyment of their so- 
ciety, tte same solicitude for their welfare, the 
same pleasure in their good qualities, improve- 
ment, and success : their connexion with him 
is as strict and intimate, their attachment a 
strongs their gratitude as warm. I have no 
propensity to envy any one, least of all the 
rich and great; but if I were disposed to this 
weakness, the subject of my envy would be, a 
healthy young man, in full possession of hi« 
strength and faculties^ going forth in a morn- 
ing to work for his wife and children, or 
bringing them home his wages at night. 

But was difference of rank or fortune of 
more importance to personal happiness than it 
is, it would be ill purchased by any sudden or 
violent change of condition. An alteration of 
circumst^ces which breaks up a mah^s ha- 
bits of life, deprives him of hid occupation, re- 
moves him from his acquaintance, may be call- 
ed an elevation of fortune, but hardly ever 
brings with it an addition of enjoyment. They 
to whom accidents of this sort hate happened^ 
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never found them toanswer their expectations*. 
After the fii'st hurry of the change is over, they 
are surprised to feel in themselves listlessness 
and dejection, a consciousness of solitude, var 
cancy, and restraint, in the place of cheerful- 
ness, liberty, and ease. They try to make up 
for what they have lost, sometimes by a 
beastly sottishness, sometimes by a fooHsh 
dissipation, sometimes by a stupid sloth ; all 
which effects are only so many confessions^ 
that changes of this sort were not made for 
man. If any public disturbance should pro- 
duce, not an equality (for that is not the pro- 
per name to give it), but a jumble of ranks and 
professions amongst us, it is not only evident 
what the rich would lose, but there is also 
this further misfortune, that what the rich lost 
the poor wbuld not gain. I (God knows) 
could not get my livelihood by labour, nor 
would the labourer find any solace or enjoy- 
ment in my studies. If we wer6 to exchange 
conditions to-morrow, all the effect would be, 
^at we both should be more miserable, and 
the woric of both be worse done. Without 
debating, therefore, what might be very diffi- 
cult to decide, which of our two conditions 
was better to begin with, one point is cert^n,* 
diat it is best for each to remain in his own* 
Th^ c];iange, and the only change, to be de*- 

' o2 
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^T^r i»tb9v| gradual aad progr^sire improve-* 
i^i|t of Quf Gm\km»t^v^^ vfl^clk is the %a^ 
%w^, fy[^t. 0^ s/dQO^Bi^ iadustry ; when «ach 
y^^X 4s spmetUng better thm thi h»i; whea 
vfe ^e en9jpl94 to add to oiijur little household 
fojue' ax^k) after another of new cosoibrt or 
^i^yenuejMy^ aa our profits; increase, or oun 
Ipiufithfin. b^ooii»»iljBa3>; andi,.^bat is hest oi 
$U, ^ffih^n we oaa afSbord^ as our strength} (ten 
plines^ to. Delax oua; labours, or divide om 
Qaveft^ Thia. n^y \m looked foisward to> a^ 
ifll p^uaptioahlev by great numbers in a state oC 
poblie order a»d quiet ; it id absolutely itn-r* 
poiuiU^ in any otbeF. 

Jli ill compaiiing the differenti condiiftona oiP 
SQoial life, webringneligion iato t^ accounli» 
l^hean^iii^nl^isi still easier* Religion smoothst 
aj|in^ttaliibiej&, because it unfelda a^pro^peot^ 
wh^h niak^all earthly distinctions notdung«r 
Afifdii dd attoiw that tbere are many casein o£ 
^kdklitesi^ safflictionftjanddistf ess, which Ghrislom 
^ty. alone can oomfort. But in estimating 
tAbSDmef^ di^fisitiea .o£ atetion.and cilvtil.eoisin 
ditianj^hhrnj^ nott^ought; itn^ic^a^^iy.tteJnb 
lamiiiioeJDeligioEn into the iiKjuiry ai/ alk; Ikn 
(;wim, I: contend, that the roanwho muntaurs^ 
andrepines, when. he has nothing tb muxmu& 
and repine, about, but the jnttren^uitLiof ini> 
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dependent property, is ^ot only irreligious, 
but unreasonable, in his cbmplaint ; ^nd that 
be would find, did he know the truth, and 
consider his case fairly^ that a life of labour, 
feuch, I mean, as is led by the labouring part 
<if mankind in tbisMcoantry^ ha^ advatttiStg^ 
in it which compensate all its ittcohVehiehdes. 
When compared with the life of the rich, it is "^ 
better in these important respects : It supplies (i/ 
employment, it promotes activity. It keeps 
the body in better health, the mind more en- 
gaged, and, of course, more quiet. It is more 
sensible of ease, more susceptible of pleasure. 
It is attended with greater alacrity of spirits,^ 
a more constant cheerfulness and serenity of 
temper. It affords easier and more certain 
methods of sending children into the world 
in situations suited to their habits and expec- 
tations. It is free from many heavy anxie- 
ties which rich men feel ; it is fraught with 
many sources of delight which they want. 

If to these reasons for contentment the re- 
flecting husband or artificer adds another very 
material one, that changes of condition, which 
are attended with a breaking up and sacrifice 
of our ancient course and habit of living, never, 
can be productive of happiness, he will per- 
ceive, I trust, that to covet the stations or 
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fortunes of the rich, or so, however, to covet 
them, as to wish to seize them by force, or 
through the medium of pubhc uproar and 
confusion, is not only wickedness, but folly, 
* as mistaken in the end ^s in the means; that 
it is not only to venture out to sea in a siorm^ 
hut to venture for nothing. 
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CLERGYMAN'S COMPANION 

IM 

VISITING THE SICK: 

coMTAnmroi 

I. RULB8 FOR VISITING THE SICK. 

II* TUB 07FICB FOR THB VISITATION OF THB SICK. 

III. THB COMMUNION OF THE SICK. 

IV. A ORBAT VARIBTY OF OCCASIONAL PRAYBR8 FOR 

THB sick; collected from THB WRITINGS OF 

SOME OF THB MOST EMINENT DIVINES OF 

THB CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 

TO WHICH ARE AODIDt 

THE OFFICES OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE BAPTISM, 

WITH ADDITIONS AND ALTBRATIONr. 
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PREFACE. 

This collection has been so much esteemed, 
that it has passed through nine editions. 
Having now become exceedingly scarce, it 
was jthought proper to reprint it. 

The Rules for Visiting the Sick, in five sec- 
tions, are extracted chiefly from the works 
of Bishop Taylor. The Occasional Prayers 
are taken from the devotional tracts of 
Bishop Patrick, Mr^. Kettlewell, and other 
pious and judicious divines. But in this 
Edition, the antiquated style of those writers 
is corrected and improved ; at the same time, 
a spirit of rational piety, and unaffected sim- 
plicity, are carefully preserved. 

A prayer by Dr. Stonehouse, and four by 
Mr. Merrick, the celebrated translator of the 
Psalms, are added to the old collection. 
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PREFACE. 

. The offices of Public and Private Baptism, 
though no ways relating to the Visitation of 
the Sick, are retained ; as, in the present form, 
they will be convenient for the Clergy in the 
course of their parochial dnty. 
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CANON LXVII. 

MINISTERS TO VISIT THE SICK. 

When any person is dangerously sick in anyparish, 
the minister or ciirate, having knowledge thereof, 
shall resort unto him, or her, (if the disease be not 
known, or probably suspected, to be infectious), to, 
instruct and comfort them in their distress, ac- 
cording to the order of Communion, if he be no 
preacher; or, if he be a preacher, then as he shall 
think most needful and convenient. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



It is recommended to the Clei^y to write oat the 
prayers, which are to be used by the Sick them- 
selves, or by the persons whose devotions they 
wish to assist, and to leave the copies with them. 
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THE MANNER 

OF 

VISniNG THE SICK; 

OR, 

THE ASSISTANCE THAT IS TO BE GIVEN TO SICK 
AND DYING PtKSONS BY THE MINISTRY OF 
THE CLERGY. 



SECTION L 

bf all the days of our spiritual warfare, frottr 
our baptism to our bunal, God has appomted^ 
his^ servants the ministers of tbe^churclr, ta 
supply the necessities of the people, by ec- 
clesiastical' duties ; and prudently to guidfei 
and carefully to judge concerning, souls com-' 
mitted to their charge. 

And[ therefore, they who all their Kfe-time' 
dfeiive blessings from the Fountain of Grace; 
ttythe channels' of ecclesiastical ministers; 
ought then more especially to do itin the time 
of their sickness, when their need^ are m^ore 
prevalent, according to that known apostolical' 
injunction; " li atn3rniati^iGk'anTotig^you, let 
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him send for the elders of the church, and let 
them pray over him/' &c. 

The sum of the duties and offices, respec- 
tively implied in these words, may be col- 
lected from thfe following rules. 

SECTION 11. 

'Rules for the Manner of Visiting the Sick. 

1. Let the minister be sent to, not when the 
sick is in the agonies of death, as it is usual 
to do, but before his sickness increases too 
much upon him : for when the soul is con- 
fiised and disturbed by the violence of the 
distemper, and death begins to stare the man 
in the face, there is little reason to hope foe 
any^good effect from the spiritual man's visi- 
tation. For how can any regular admini- 
stration take place, when the man is ^11 over iur 
a disorder? how can he be called upon to 
confess his sins, when his tongue falters, and 
his memory fails him? how can he rece^iy^^, 
any benefit by the prayers which are oiKpredi 
up for him, when he is not able to give afc-j 
tention to them ? or how can he be comforted, 
upon any sure grounds of reason or religiqii,: 
when his reason is just expiring^ and all bis^ 
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notions of religion together with it ? or when 
the man, perhaps, had never any real sen-' 
timents of religion before ? 

It is, therefore, a matter of sad considera- 
tion, that the generality of the world look upon 
the minister, in the time of their sickness, as 
the sure forerunner of death ; and think his 
office so much relates to another world, that 
he is not to be treated with, as long as there is 
any hope of living in this. Whereas it ishighly 
requisite the minister be sent for, when the 
sick person is able to be conversed with and 
instructed ; and can understand, or be taught 
to understand, the case of his soul, and the 
rules of his conscience, and all the several 
bearings of religion, with respect to God, his 
neighbour, and himself. For to prepare a 
soul for its change is a work of great difficulty; 
and the intercourses of the minister with the 
sick have so much variety in them, that they 
are not to be transacted at once. Sometimes 
there is need of special remedies against im- 
patience, and the fear of death ; not only 
to animate, but to make the person desirous 
and willing to die. Sometimes it is requisite 
to awaken the conscience by **the terror of the 
Lord;'' to open by degrees all the labyrinths 
of sin (those innumerable windings and turn- 
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ingfi which in6eQS]i)ly lead men' Inta ciestitK>» 
tK>»), which the) habittial seasualrs^t can ne^er 
be able to discover^ ualeis directed by the 
particular grace of God, and the assistance of 
a feithful and jiudici<Hii£f guidie; Sbmetuhes 
there is need of the balm of comfort^ to pour 
m " oH arid wiile** (with the good Sainaritaii) 
kito rfaie bleeding wounds by fcpfeaentiB^ the 
liendei* toewriesf of God, and the Ibre of his Sbn 
Jesua Christ, to mankind: and at other timeil 
it will be necessary to ^' reprove^ ifebuke, and 
exhort^with all k>ng suffering and doctrine:'' 
io that a clergyman's d^ity, in the visitation 
of t^ sick, is not over at once : but at one 
time he mtkst pray ; at another he miust asmst, 
^dvise,^^ and direct; at another, he iAu)Bt open 
to him. the nature of repentance, and exhort 
him to a coi^ession of his sins, both to Gbd 
and man, in all those eases which require it; 
smdy at another time, he must give him ab<- 
solution^ and the sacrament: of the body and 
blood of our Lord. 

And, indeed, he that ought to watch all the 
periods of his life, in the dsy^ of hisr healthy 
lest he should be surprised and overcome^ haxi 
need, when bs is" sick, be assisted and called 
upon, and reminded of the several parts of his 
duty in: every instant of his temptetion^ 
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The Mrant of this makes, the visitations of the 
clergy fruitless, because they are not suffered 
to imprint those proper effects upon the sick, 
which wte needful in so important a ministra- 
tion. 

3. When the nunisster is come, let him 
discourse conoerliing the causes of sickness, 
and by a general argunMtit move him to a 
ooxisideraticm of his condition. Let him call 
upon him first, in general terms, ^* to set his 
house in order,'' ^^ to trim and adorn his 
lamp/' and " to prepare himself for another 
wojld;" and then let him perform die cus- 
tomary duties of prayer, and afterwards de- 
jK^end to all other particulars, as occasion shall 
offer, and ciroumatances require* 

3» Aceofding to the condition of the man, 
and the nature of his sickiiesaf every act of the 
visitation is to be proportioned. If his con^ 
dition be full of pain and infirmity, the ex- 
hortation ought to be shortened, and the mi- 
nister more " instant in prayer :" and the lit- 
tle service the sick msm can do for himself 
should be supplied by the charitable care of 
his guide, who is in such a case to speak more 
to God {or him than to talk to him : ^' prayaf 
of {tie rifbteoi:^" when it is ^^ fi^rvent," hath a 

p 
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promise to" prevail muchin .behalf of the sick" 
person : butexhortations must prevail by thek 
own proper weight, and not by the pai^ioai of 
the speaker ; and, therefore, should be ofiferod 
when the sick. is able to receive them. And 
even in this assistance of prayer, if the sick 
man joins with d^ minister, the prayers should 
be short, fervent, and ejaculatory, apt rather 
to comply with his weak condition, than 
wearisome to his spirits, in tedious and long 
oiEces. But in case it appears he hath suffi- 
cient strength to go along with the minister, 
he is then more at liberty to oflfer up long 
petitions for him. 

After the minister hath made this prepa- 
ratory entrance to this work of much 
time and deliberation, he may descend 
to the particulars of his duty, in the 
following method. 



SECTION III. 

Of instructing the sick Man in the Nature of 
Repentance^ and Confession of his Sins. 

The first duty to be rightly stated to th« 
sick man, is that of repentance ; in which* the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



211 

minister cannot be mote serviceable to bim, 
tban by laying before hira a regular scheme of 
it, and exhorting him at the same time to a 
free and ingenuous declaration of the state of 
his soul. For unless they know the manner 
of his life, and the several kinds and degrees 
of those sins which require his penitential 
sorrow, or restitution, either they can do 
nothing at all, or nothing of advantage and 
certainty. Wherefore the minister may move 
him to this in the following manner : 

Arguments and Exhortq^tions to move the 
sick Man to Repentance^ and Confession of 
his Sins. 

1. That repentance is a duty indispensably 
necessary to salvation. That to this end, all 
the preachings and endeavours of the pro- 
phets and apostles are directed. That our 
Saviour " came down from heaven/' on pur- 
pose " to call sinners to repentance*/' That 
as it is a necessary duty at all times^ so more 
especially in the time of sickness, when we 
are commanded in a particular manner to ^' set 
our house in order.'' That it is a work of 
great difficulty, consisting in general of a 
" change of mind/' and a " change of life." 

. *Matt. ix. IS. ' , 

p 2 
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Upon whioh aecount it is called in Scripture, 
^ a state (^regeneration^ or new birth f a^' con* 
version from ain to God;'' a " being renewed 
in the spirit of our minds f a ^^ putting off 
4be old man, which is corrupt according to 
the deceitful lust* of the flesh," and a ** put- 
ting on the new man, which is created in righr 
teousness and true holiness/' That so great 
a change as this is fiot to be efibcted at once, 
but requires the utmost self«<ienial and reso* 
lution to put it in execution, condbtiag in 
general of the following particulars : — 1. A 
sorrowfbl sense of our sins: 2. An humble con- 
fession of them : S. An unfeigned abhorrence 
and forsaking of them, and turning to the 
\^wA our God with all our hearts i 4. A 
patient continuance in well-doing to the ^od 
of Qur lives. 

Hiese are the constitivsnt and essential parts 
of a true repentance; which may severally 
be displayed from the following motitee of 
reason and Scripture, as opportunity shall 
serve, and the sick man's condition permit. 

The first part of a true repentance is a 
sorrowful sense of our sins, which naturally 
produceth this good effect, as we may learn 
from^t. Paul (2 Cor. vii. 10,), where he tells 
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oa, that ** godly sorrow worketh rej^entance/' 
Without it^ to be sure^ there can he no such 
thing; for, how can a m^ repent of that 
which he is not sorry for ? or how can any 
one sincerely ask pardon and forgiveness for 
what he is not concerned or troubled about ? 

A sorrowful sense, then, of our sins, is tbt 
first part of a true repentance, the necessity 
whereof may be seen from the grier wis and 
abominable nature of sin; a8,l«Thatitmadeso 
wide a separation betwixt God and man^ that 
nothing but the blood of his onIy«begottei!k 
Son could suffice to atone for its intolerable 
guilt: 2. That it carries along with it the 
barest ingratitude^ as being done against omr 
heaTcnly Father, '^ in Whoii we live^ and 
mo vet and have our being :'^ 5. That the con*- 
sequence of it is nothing lest than eternal rttin, 
in that '^ the wrath of God is revealed against 
iJl impenitent sinners f and ^' the wages cf 
iin is deat V''"-^^ <>Dly temporal but etentia). 

Frotn these dnd the like conaid^ratioM, the 
penitent mdty farther karil, that to be sorry for 
our sins id a great and important duty^ . That 
it does not consist in a little trivial concern, a 
enperfiiiial sigh, or tear, or calling ourficdteis 
^nners, &e^ but io a real, ingenuous^ pmn- 
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gent, and afHicting sorrow : for, can that 
which cast our parents out of Paradise at first, 
that brought down the Son of God afterwards 
from heaven, and put him at last to such a 
cruel and shameful death, be now thought to 
be done away by a single tear or a groan ? 
Can so base a piece ~of ingratitude, as re* 
belling against the Lord of glory, who gives 
us all we have, be supposed to be pardoned 
by a slender subihission ? Or can that which' 
deserves the torment of hell, be sufficiently 
litoned for by a little indignation and super* 
ficial remorse ? 

True repentance, therefore, is ever accom^ 
panied with a deep and afflicting sorrow ; a 
sorrow that will make us so irreconcileable to 
iin, as that we shall choose rather to die than 
to live in it. For so the bitterest accents of 
grief are all ascribed to a true repentance in 
Scripture ; such as a " weeping sorely,'* or 
** bitterly f a " weeping day and night ;'* a 
" repenting in dust and ashes;'* a" putting 
on sackcloth;" ^* fasting and prayer," &c. 
Thus holy David : " I am troubled, I am bow- 
ed down greatly, I go mourning all the day 
long, and that by reason of mine iniquities^ 
which are gone over my head, and, as a heavy 
burden, are too heavy for me to bear :" Ps^ 
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xxxviii. 4. 6. Thus Ephralm could say: 
** After that I was instructed, I smote upon 
my thigh : I was ashamed^ yea, even con- 
founded, because I did bear the reproach of 
my youth :*' Jer. xxxi. 19. 

And this is the proper satisfaction for sin 
whicb God expects, and hath promised to 
accept ; as, Ps. li. 17* ** The sacrifices of God 
are a broken spirit : a broken and contrite 
heart, O God, thou wilt not despise/' 

2. The next thing requisite in a true repent- 
ance, is confession of sins, which naturally fol- 
lows the other; for if a man be so deeply af- 
flicted with sorrowfor his sips, he will be glad 
to be rid of them as soon as he can; and the 
way for this, is'humbly to confess them to God, 
who hath promised to forgive us if we do. 
*' I said, I will confess my sins unto the Lord,'* 
saith the Psalmist; " and so thou forgavest 
the wickedness of my sin /' Ps. xxxii. 6. So, 
Prov. xxviii. 13, and 1 John i. 9- " If we 
confess our sins, God is faithful and just to 
forgive us oiir sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.'' So the returning prodigal 
went to his fether with an humble confession 
of his baseness, and was received into favour 
again. Luke xv. 18, 19* 
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And because the number of our sins are like 
the hairs of our head, or the sand of the sea, 
and almost as various too in th)eir kinds as 
their numbers ; confession must needs be a 
very extensive duty, and require the strictest 
care and examination of ourselves : for " who 
can tell how oft he ofiendeth ?*' saith David ; 
*^ O, cleanse thou me from my secret feults I" 

The penitent, therefore, should be remind- 
ed, that his confession be as minute and par- 
ticular as it can ; since the more particular the 
confession is, to be sure, the more sincere and 
safe the repentance. 

3. A third thing requisite in a true repent- 
ance, is an unfeigned abhorrence and forsak- 
ing of sin, and turning to the Lord our God 
vrith all our hearts. 

For so we find them expressly joined to- 
gether by St, Paul, when he charges those 
whom by vision he was sent to convert, to 
change* their mind, and ** turn to God, and 
do works meet for repentance :'* Acts xxvi, 
£0. And a little before he says, he was sent 
♦* to open their eyes, and turn them from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
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unto God, that they may receive forghreness 
of sins *!'- ver. 18. And we ahall always find, 
^ben we are commanded to cease from evil, 
it is in order to do good. 

The penitent, therefore, must be reminded, 
not only to confess and be swry for his sins, 
but likewise to forsake them. For it is he 
only ^' who confesaeth and foirsaketh bis sins, 
that shall bare mercy:'' Prov. xxviii. 13. And 
this forsaking must not be only for the pre* 
sent, during his sickness, or for a week, a 
month, or a year ; but for his whole life, be 
it never so furotracted ; which is the 

4. Last thing requisite in a true repentance, 
viz. ^* a patient continuance in well-doing to 
the end of our lives/' For as the Holy Jesus 
assures us, that ^> he that endureth unto the 
end shall be saved;" so does the Spirit of 
-God profess, that " if any man draw bcick, his 
soul shall have no pleasure in him :" Heb. x« 
38. Hence we are said to " be partakers of 
Christ, if we hold the beginning of our con- 
fidence steadfast to the end,'' Heb. iii. 14. but 
not else; for it is to "him only that over-^ 
coraeth, and keepeth his works to the end," 
that our Saviour hath promised a reward: 
jRev. iu 26^ Hence otir religion is said to be 
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a continual warfare^ and we must be con* 
Sitantlj ** pressing forward toward the mark of 
our high calling/^ with the apostle^ lest we 
fail of the prize. 

And tiiis it is which makes a death*bed 
cepentaace so justly reckoned to be very full 
of hazard; such as none who defer it till then, 
can depend upon with any real security. 
For let a man be never so seemingly penitent 
in the day of his visitation, yet none but God 
can tell whether it be sincere or not ; since 
nothing is more common than for those who 
expressed the greatest signs of a lasting re« 
pentance upon a sick-bed, to forget all their 
vows and promises of amendment, as soon as 
God had removed thejudgement,and restored 
them to their former health. ^^ It happened 
to them according to the true proverb/' as St. 
Peter says, ** The dog is turned to his owa 
vomit again, and the sow that was washed to 
her wallowing in the mire:*' 2 Pet. ii. 22. 

The sick penitent, therefore, should be 
often reminded of this : — that nothing will be 
looked upon as true repentance, but what 
would terminate in a holy life : that, there- 
fore, he ought to take great heed, that his 
repentance be not only the effect of hi5 pre*. 
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sent danger, btit that it be lasting andsineeret 
** bringing forth works meet for repentance/' 
should it please God mercifully to prQ:rje him 
by a longer life. 

' But here it is much to be feared, that after 
all his endeavours to bring men to a sight of 
themselves, and to repent them truly of their 
sins^ the spiritual man will meet with but very 
little encouragement: for if we look round the 
world, we shall find the generality of men 
to be of a rude indifference, and a seared 
conscience, and mightily ignorant of thei^ 
condition with respect to another world, being 
abused by evil customs and principles^ apt to 
excuse themselves, and to be content with a 
certain general and indefinite confession; so 
that if you provoke them never so much to 
acknowledge their faults, you shaJl hardly 
ever extort any thing farther from them than 
this, viz. ** That they are sinners, as every 
man hath his infirmity, and they as well as any ; 
but, Gcd be thanked, they have done no injury 
to any man, but are in charity with all tbp 
world/' And, perhaps they will tell you, *' they 
are no swearers, no adulterers, nor rebels, &c. 
but that, God forgive them, they must needs 
acknowledge themselves to be sinners in the 
main,"" &c. And if you can open their breast 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



820 

90 fkvj it will be looked upon fts sufficsent : to 
go any farther^ will be to do the office of an 
accuser^ not of a friend. 

But, which IB yet worse, there are a great 
many persons who h^ye been so used to an 
habitual course of sin, that the crime is made 
natural and necessary to them^ and they have 
no remorse of conscience for it, but think 
themselves in a state of security very often 
when they stand upcwi the brink of dam* 
nation. This happens in the cases of drunk* 
enness and lewd practices, wad luxury, and 
idleness, and misspending of the sabbath, and 
in Ijring and vain jesting, and slandering 
of others ; and particularly in such evils as 
the laws do not punish, nor public customs 
shame, but which are countenanced by patent 
sinners, or wicked fashions, or good-nature 
and mistaken civilities. 

Jn these and the like cases, the spiritual 
man must endeavour to awaken their 
oonsciencea by such means as foIWw : 
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Arguments and general Heads of Discourse, 
hyis^ay of Consideration^ to awaken a stupid 
Conscience^ and the careless Sinner. 

1. And here let the minister endeavour 
to affect bis* conscience, by representing to 
him, — 

That Christianity is a holy and strict re- 
ligion : that the promises of heaven are so 
great, that it is not reasonable to think a 
small rnatter and a little duty will procure it 
for us : that religious persons are always the 
most scrupulous : and that to feel nothing, is 
not a sign of life, but of death : that we live 
in an age in which that which is called and 
esteemed a holy life, in the days of the 
apostles and primitive Christianity would 
have been esteemed indifferent, sometimes 
scandalous, and always cold; that when we 
have " done our best, all our righteousness is 
but as filthy rags;** and we can never do too 
much to make our " calling and election 
sure :'' that every good man ought to be sus- 
picious of himself, fearing the \^orst, that he 
may provide for the best : that even St. Paul, 
and several other remarkable saints, had at 
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some timet great apprehensions df £atiling of 
the " mighty prize of their high calling •/' that 
we are axnmanded to '^ work out our salva* 
tion with ,fear and trembling ;''^ inasmuch as 
we shall be called to an account, not onljr for 
our sinful words and deeds, but even for our 
%^ery thoughts : that if we keep all the com- 
mandments of God, and " yet offend in one 
point (i. e, wilfully and habitually), we are 
guilty of all /* James ii. 10* : that no man can 
tell how oft he ofiendeth, the best of lives 
being full of innumerable blemishes in the 
sight of God, however they may appear 
before men: that no man ought to judge of 
the state of his soul by the character he has 
in the world ; for a great many persons go to 
hell, who have lived in a fair reputation here ; 
and a great many, on the other hand, go to 
heaven, who have been loaded with infamy 
and reproach : that the work of religion is a 
wx)rk of great difficulty, trial, and temptation : 
that " many are called, but few r-re chosen f 
that " strait is the gate, and narrow is the 
way, that leadeth to life, and few there be 
that find it:*' and lastly, that, " if the righ- 
teous themselves shall scarcely be saved,'' 
there will be no place for the unrighteous and 
sinner to appear. in, but of horror and amaze- 
ment. 
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By these and such-like motivei to consl* 
deration, the spiritual man is, to awaken the 
careless^sinner^and to bring him to repentance 
and confession of his sins ; and if either of 
himself, or by this means, the sick man is 
brought to a right sense of his condition ; 
then, 

2. Let the minister proceed to assist him 
in understanding the number of his sins, i. e. 
the several kinds of them, and the various 
ways of prevaricating with the Divine com- 
mandments. Let him make him sensible how 
every sin is aggravated, more or less, accord- 
ing to the different circumstances of it; as by 
the greatness or smallness of the temptation, 
the scandal it gives to others, the dishonour 
it does to religion, the injury it brings along 
with it to those whom it more immediately 
concerns ; the degrees of boldness and impu- 
dence, the choice in acting it, the continuance 
in it, the expense, desires, and habit of it, 
&c. 

3. Let the sick man, in the scrutiny of his 
conscience and confession of his sins, be care- 
fully reminded to consider those sins which 
are no where condemned but in the court of 
eonscience : for there are certain secret places 
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of durktieei^ ^artificial bUiids of the dmlf^ 
wbieh be meB^ to hide our sins from us, aticLl^ 
incorporate them into our allbctions^ by the 
general practice of others, and the mistake 
notionsof the world: as, 1. Many «ns b^p«^ 
men are accounted honourable ; such as fight** 
ing a duel, returning evil for evil, blow for 
blow, &c. 2. Some things are not forbiddeu^ 
by the law of man, as lying in ordinary dis* 
course, jeering, scoffing, intemperate eatings 
ingratitude, circumventing another in coq*» 
tracts, outwitting and overreaching in bar^ 
gains, extorting and taking^ advantage of the 
necessities or ignorance of other people^ ifti- 
portunafe entreaties and temptations of 
persons to many instances of sin, as intein* 
perance, pride, and ambition. Sec. ; all wbioh, 
therefore,dostrangelybliad the understanding 
and captivate the affections of sinful men, and 
lead them into a thousand snares of the devil 
which they are not aware of. 3. Some others 
do not reckon that they sin against God, if 
the laws have seized upon the person : and 
many who are imprisoned for debt, think 
themselves disengaged from payment; and 
when they pay the penalty, think they owe 
n6 thing for the scandal and disobedience^ 
4. Some sins are thought not considerable, but 
go under the titles of sins of infia'mity> or. 
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bueparable accidents of mortatify; mdb ar 
i^ thoughts, foolish talking, loos6 retellings, 
impatience, anger, and all the events of evit 
company. 5. Lastly ; many things are thought 
to b^ no sins ; such as misspending of their 
lime, whole' days or months of useless or im- 
pertiftent employment, long gaming, winnings 
qien's money in great portions, censuring 
men's actions, curiosity, equivocating in the 
prices of buying and selling, rudeness in 
speech or behaviour, speaking uncharitable 
trudbs, and the like. 

, These are some of those artificial veils and 
ooveiihgs, under the dark shadow of which the 
enemy of mankind makes very many^ to lie 
bid from themselves, blinding them with fiUse 
notions of honour, and the mistaken opinibns 
imd practices of the world, with public per- 
nission and impunity, or (it may be) a tem- 
poral penalty; or else with prejudice, or ig- 
norance and infirmity, and direct error in 
judgment. 

Now, in all these cases, the ministers ate to 
be inquisitive and strictly careful, that such 
kind of fallacies prevail not over the sick ; but 
thiftt those things, which passed without ob* 
servation before, may now be brought fbrtb, 

Q 
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f^ pfM vt9^t tW saverity of n sttic* rad 
ija^i^tl^A ^^mt€^x re^iona sorrow and e(^o& 
deninfttiosi. 

4^ To tfaiftina^pbe added a general display 
of ih^ mglect and omis9ioQ of our duty; fof 
'w, t^m lie» the bigger b«lf of our faiUoga^: 
and y^r in niapy wstiances, they are undisH 
oecnod ; beeaaae our conaeiences have not 
been nade teiideor and pereeptibte of them. 
Biit ivhoever witt caat up his accounts, even 
with a superficial eye, will quickly find diat 
he hath left undone, for the generality, as 
IMfiy thingft which he ought to have done, 
ta he hath comiasiitted thoae he ought not to 
have done: such as the neglect of publdc os 
j^Lvate prayer, of reading the Scriptures,, and 
kistirucking his &mily, or those that are undet 
hko, in tiie principles of religion : the not di^ 
eoimtenaocii^ sin to tha uitmost of his i^ovg^ 
€f, especially ia the pepsonages: of great mea: 
tke not "redeeming the traae^'* and " grow^ 
ing in grace,'' and doing all the good he can 
in his generation : the frequent omissions of 
the^ greatdiity of chwity, in visiting the sick, 
Bdieving the needy, and comforting the af* 
ilicted : tte want of obedience, duty, and re^- 
^ct to parents: the doing the work of God 
negligently, or riot discharging himself with 
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tbat fidelity, care, and exactness which: is in- 
cumbent upon him, in the station wherein the 
providence of God hath placed him, &c« 

5. With respect to those sins which are 
committed against man, let the minister re- 
present to the sick man that he can have no 
assurance of his pardon, unless he is willing to 
i^^ke all suitable amends and satisfaction to 
his offended and injured brethren; as for in- 
stance, if he hadi lived in enmity with any,* 
tbat he should labour to be reconciled to^ 
them ; if he is in debt, that he should do his 
utmost to discharge it; or if he hath inju'red 
any one in his substance or credit, that he 
i^ould endeavour to make restitution in kind 
for the x>ne, and all possible satisfaction for 
t^ other, by humbling himself to the offended 
person, and beseeching him to forgive him. 

6. If the sick person be of evil report, the 
ministei^ should take care, some way or othefy 
to make him sensible of it, so as to show an 
effectual sorrow and repentance. This will bef 
best done by prudent hints, and insinuation^ 
of recalling those things to his mind whereof 
he is aic<$used by the voice of fame, or t6' 
which the temptations, perhaps^, of hii» caUing* 
more immediately subject him. Or if hd vitt 
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not understand, when he is secretly protaiptej!, 
he must be asked in plain terms oonGeming 
these matters. He must be told of the evil 
things which are spoken of him in public, and 
of the usual temptations of his calling. 

And it concerns the minister to follow this 
advice, without partiality, or fear, or interest, 
or respect of persons, in much simfdicity and 
prudence, having no other consideration be-* 
fore him, but the conscientious discharge of his 
duty, and the salvation of the pei^n under 
bis care. 

7* The sick person is likewise to be in«^ 
structed concerning his faith, whether be hm 
a reasonable notion of the articles of the Chris* 
tian Religion, as they are excellently summed 
up In th^ Apostles' Creed. 

8. With respect to his temporal concerns, 
the sick is to be advised to i^t^very thing in 
order, and (if he hath not already) to make 
his will as j^oon as he can. For if he recovers, 
this cannot be detrimental; but, if he dies, it 
will be of great comfort and satis&ction to 
him, And here it must be remembered that 
he distribute every thiiig according to the 
ej^act rule^ of justice, and with such a due 
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care, as to prevent all law-suits and conten- 
tions for the future : and, if he be able, he is 
to be admonished to do something likewise 
out of charity, and for the sake of his poor 
brethren* 

9- In all the course of his visitation, the 
minister should frequently be exhorting the 
sick man to patience and a blessed resignation 
to the will of God; and not to look upon his 
sickness as barely the effect of second causes, 
but as inflicted on him by Divine Provi- 
dence for several wise and good ends : As, for 
the trial of his faith; the exercise of his pa- 
tience; the punishment of his sins; the amend- 
ment of his life ; or for the example of others, 
who, seeing his good behaviour in such a day 
of calamity, may glorify their Father which 
is in heaven : or else, that it is for the increase 
of his future welfeire, in order to raise him the 
higher in glory hereafter by how much the 
lower he hath been depressed here. 

10. AVhen the spiritual man hath thus dis- 
charged hisduty, and the sick hath made himself 
capable of it, by a religious and holy confor- 
mity to all the forementiohed particulars re- 
specting his condition and circumstances, he 
may then give him the sacrament of the 
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Lord's Supper. And it is the minister's office 
to invite sick and dying persons to this holy 
sacrament, provided they discover a right 
sense of their duty. And, 

Note 9 That the Holy Sacrament is not to 
be administered to dying persons, when they 
have no use of their reason to join with the 
minister in his celebration of it. For the sa- 
craments operate not of themselves, but as 
they are made efficacious by the joint consent 
and will, and religious acts and devotion, of 
the party that receives them. And therefore 
all fools, and distracted persons, and children, 
and lethargical and apoplectical people, or 
that are any ways senseless and incapable of 
human and reasonable acts, are to be assisted 
only by prayers. 

Note aho^ That in cases of necessity, where 
the sacrament cannot be so conveniently ad* 
ministered, the sick may be admonished to 
^ receive it spiritually, i. e. by representing the 
symbols of the body and blood of our Lord 
to his mind, and applying them to himself by 
faith, with the same preparations of faith and 
repentance, as if they were really present. For 
no doubt but God, in such a case, who con* 
Bidenr all things with exact justice, and chief- 
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ly respects the ^cerity of our hearts and i!i«- 
tentions, will excuse the absence of the oul^ 
wArd and visible sign, when necessity, and not 
contempt or neglect, was the occasion iDf it. 



SECTION IV. 

Of applying spiritual HemedieB to the nntea- 
Mnable Fears and Dbjectians of tht Sich 

It sometimes happens that good men, espe^- 
dally such as hate tender consciences, impa^- 
tient of the least sin, to which they are afrived 
by a long habit of grace, and a continaal ob*- 
servation of their ways, over-act their paft^ 
and turn their tenderness into scruples, and 
are too much dejected and doubtfdl concern^' 
ing their future salvation* In such a case, tht 
minister is to represent to tfaem^ that the 
i<ian who is jealous of himself, is always in 
the safest condition : that if he fears oil hii 
death*bed, it is but what happens to most 
coneidering men : and that therefore to feaff 
nothing then^ is either a singular felicity, or d 
4angerous presumption. 

But to restrain the extravagance of feaf^ 
let biln be reminded of the terms of th« Qovi 
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pel:— that it is a coFeo^otjpf ^gfi^ee.^nd 
mercy to all : that " Christ Jww oime into 
the world to save sinners:"' that, be continues 
" our Advocjite in heaven/* and daily " in* 
tercedes" with his Father for us: that the 
whole heavenly host rejoices at the conver* 
sion of a sinner: that the angels are deputed 
by God, to be our guardians against violent 
surprises and temptations : that there are dif- 
ferent degrees of glory in heaven ; so that, if 
we arrive not at the greatest, we may yet 
hope, by divine mercy, that we should not 
be excluded the less: that God hath pro- 
mised to hear the " prayers of the righteous'' 
for his servants : that he labours with us by 
die Spirits ami as it were " beseeches us, in 
Christ's stead, to be reconciled to him ;" 2 
Cor. v. 20 : that, of all his attributes, he glo* 
ries in none so much as in the titles of mercy 
and forgiveness: that therefore we do injusUGa 
to the Father of mercies, if we retain such 
^ hard thoughts and suspicions of him: that 
God cidls upon us to forgive our brother 
•f seventy times seven ;" and yet all that hf 
but like the forgiving " an hundred pence,'* 
for his sake, who forgives us " ten thousand 
talents :" and therefore if we are ordered to 
show such an unrestrained temper of forgive- 
ness^ it is only to animate us to trust in God'0 
much more unbounded mercy. 
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^ <E/ tktase d^'itfe like argumetits, the spirit- 
cud Maft may raise the drooping spirits 
€f{tgocA men, ill their causeless dejectionsl 
But because there are many other cases of 
d^ like nature^ which the physician of souls 
.will meet with in visiting his neighbours, es* 
f^eeially such as are of melancholy disposi- 
tions, it may not be improper to mark the 
principal of them here, and to prescribe the 
jremedies. 



Cimsiderations to be offered to Persons under 
Religious Melancholy. 

1. Some truly religious persons are under 
sad apprehensions of not being in the favour 
of God, because they find their devotions to 
be very often cold, their prayers distracted, 
and their delight in spiritual matters not to 
ISfe so ^eat and permanent, as their ple^isure 
and satisfaction are in the things of thq^ 
world. 

Now to such as have made religion the great, 
business of their lives, who have endeavoured 
to cure those distracted thoughts they com- 
pkin of^ and to inflame their souls with di« 
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vine love, it mfty bei ofierady that the differ- 
ent degrees of afieotion with whLeh men serve 
God, do very often depend upon the dif* 
ference of their tempers and constitutions ; 
since sonie are naturally so dull and heavy, as 
to be little affected with any thing; whilst 
otbecs are of ^uch a tender make, as to be af^ 
fected almost with every thing, so as to be 
soon exalted with joy, or depressed with sor- 
row : that sickness, losses, and all afflictions^ 
and even religion itself, in its long and con- 
tinual exercise of self-^nial and thoughtful- 
ness, do naturally produce such a tenderness 
of spirit, that the best of men have never 
been able at all times to keep their affections 
at an equal height: that the zeal and warmth 
with which some are affected, is not always 
an argument of their goodness : that a sensi- 
ble pleasure in religious exercises, wherein 
the passions are affected, is not so acceptable 
to God as a reasonable service : that distrac- 
tion of thought in the service of God is owing, 
for the most part, to bodily weakness; and 
therefore, if we do not give way to it, but 
do all we_ can to suppress those wandering 
thoughts, we may be assured we shall never 
be blamed for being subject to that which, 
by reason of the weakness of our nature, we 
cannot help: tlmt the first motions of oUr 
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miad, as it is impossible to hinder them, are 
reckoned by all divines not to be sinful, pro- 
vided we do not encourage them. 

2. Some are extremely dejected, because, 
upon strict examination of themselves, thejr 
<ind, as they think, all their rejigion to be 
owing to their fears ; and fear being a slavish 
and sordid passion, they are apt to concludet 
that all those services which are not the re-' 
suit of a ipore noble principle, will be reject- 
ed by God, since, as he is all love, and good- 
ness, and perfection, he will not be pleased, 
they think, with any sacrifice, but what is ofi^ 
fered by love. 

And to this s^d purpose, some liave inters 
preted Rev. xxi. 8. to belong to them, where 
the fearful are joined together with the most 
abominable, who shall have their part in the 
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone. 

To cure the depraved and unhappy notions 
of such as these, it may be argued ; that it is 
plain from Scripture, that the first beginnings 
of, or moveii[ients towards, an holy life, are 
usually owing to the passion of fear : that t9 
this, both our S^iviour and hk apostles do all 
along address themselves in their earnest en- 
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treaties of mankind to turn from the ways. of 
sin to God. — " Fear him/' saith our Saviour, 
" who is able to destroy both soul and body 
in hell ;'' Matth. x. 28 ; so chap. vi. 15 ; Mark 
xvi. 16. And to this purpose the apostle says, 
•• Work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling,^' Phil. ii. 12 ; and 2 Cor. v. 11. 
Knowing the terrors of the Lord,'' saith he, 
^* we persuade men.'^ And in most of the Scrip- 
ture proofsi we shall find the chief argument 
of religion to be urged from a fear of punish- 
ment for the neglect thereof: so that to be 
dejected, and render our lives comfortless on 
this account, were the most unreasonable ex- 
travagance ; since this were to suppose, that 
God hath implanted the passion of fear in us 
in vain ; or, what is worse, only to vex and 
torment us ; and that our Saviour and his apo- 
stles, persuading us to be religious from the 
terrors of the Lord, had deceived and misled 
us. 

And as for that text. Rev. xxi. 8. — ^^ The 
fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sor- 
cerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have 
their part in the lake which burhetb with 
fire and brimstone," &c. ; it is plain, that by 
the fearful in thiiS place is meant, either such 
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an refuse to embrace the Christian religion, or 
who, having embraced it, are afraid to conti-> 
Bue steadfast to the end, on accomit of the 
cross ; and therefore cannot be supposed to 
have any reference to those who are ^* work« 
ing out their salvation with fear and trem^ 
bling," according to the direction of the Gos- 
pel. Not but that we are to intermix with 
this fear an entire love and affection to God, 
jto the utmost of our powers. 

S. Some very pious but unhappy persons^ 
are grievously tormented with wicked and 
blasphemous thoughts, so as to fall under 
the greatest agonies of mind ; and often to be 
90 near distraction, as to choose death rather 
than life. 

For the relief and comfort of these, the mi- 
nister should suggest to them, that such hor- 
nd and frightful thoughts are either occa- 
sioned through melancholy prevailing over 
their spirits, and disordering the firame of their 
ininds ; or else from the malice of the devil, 
and the spirits of darkness, who do all they 
can to shake our faith, and to imbitter the 
Christian life« 

' If to the former we ascribe such horrid 
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thoughts, they may be comforted upon assur- 
ance, that they will not be imputed to them 
as their sin, any more than a fever or apy 
bodily distemper will, which they did not will* 
ingly procuife, and which they have tried all 
means to remove. 

If to the latter, they may be encouraged 
rather to rejoice ; as nothing is a greater sign 
of their being high in the favour of God, thaa 
when they are under the most violent temp* 
tations of the devil. " My brethren, count it 
all joy,'' saith Saint James, " when ye fall in- 
to divers temptations ;'' chap. i. 2. To that 
effect, they may be taught to consider, that 
the way to heaven is justly said to be by the 
gates of hellr that the ^' same afflictions are 
accomplished in their brethren which are in 
the world,'' who in various kinds are tempted 
of the tempter; iPet. v. 9- that Satan "de- 
sired to have Saint Peter to sift him as wheat ;^ 
Luke xxii. 31: that our Saviour himself wa» 
tempted by him, and the best of men have 
always been most obnoxious to his malice ; 
and that to live in carnal security, without 
any molestations from him, is the most dan- 
gerous state: that the being so much con- 
cerned and afflicted at such evil thoughts, is 
a certain argument of a good disposition, since 
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die wicked and profane me rathw pleased 
than tormented with them. 

Arguments of this kind are the most pro* 
per to be offered to such unhappy penons: 
bat in case their faith and hope be totally^ 
overcome by the devil^ and they fkW into di- 
rect despair, it will be necessary then to en^ 
deavour the cure of so great an evil and temp- 
tation by the addition of the following exer- 
cise : 



An Exercise agaimt Despair. 

Let the minister suggest to them, that God 
is not willing that any should peri$h^ but desir- 
OM that all should come to his glory: that for 
this end we were created : that he is so far from 
being "extreme to mark what is done amiss,'' 
that he will not refuse the returning prodigal, 
nor reject the worst of criminals, upon their 
sincere repentance : that the thief upon the 
cross is a demonstrable proof of this, and a 
standing example to prevent die greatest sin* 
ner from- ^spair : that if God is so mercifiil 
arid condescending to the vilest transgressors; 
much rather may wfehope to be pardoned fot 
our W4jaknes9 and infirmities: for, he " knowi- 
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etk whereof we are nm^ hs imnanlMre^ 
that we are but dust :" nay, be batb assured ur, 
tbat he ^^ will not break the bruised reed, nor 
quench the smoking flax:'' that all sioa shall 
be forgiven the sons of men, except one, 
whidi is the sin against the Holy Ghost; 
^^the sin linto death,-' as Saint John calls 
it. 

But that no man commits a sin against the 
Holy Ghost, if he be afraid he hath, or desires 
that he may not ; for, such penitential passions 
are against the very nature and definition of 
that sin : that although forgiveness of sins is 
consigned to us in baptism, and baptism is 
but once; yet, forgiveness of sins being the 
special grace of the Gospel, it is secured to 
us for our life, and ebbs and flows according 
as we discompose or renew the performance 
of our baptismal vow; therefore it is certain, 
that no man ought to despair of pardon, but 
he who hath voluntarily renounced his bap* 
tism, or willingly estranged himself from that 
covenant : that if it were not so, then all 
preaching and prayers were in vain, and all 
the conditions of the Gospel invalid, and there 
could be no such thing as repentance, nor in* 
4eed scarce a possibility of any one's being 
jBaved, if all were to be concluded in a state 
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of dasoJBA^bkH^i'whofJHK^ dammitted'sio after 
baptistiv ^ 

Tq hnve ^ny^fears,^ therefore^ on this ac- 
count, :3iirere the Most extravagant madness l 
for Christ *^ died. for sinners/" and ** God hatli 
compreiifeaded aM im^er skl^ that*' through' 
him " he might have mercy upon all ;" Rom* 
xi. 32. And it was concerning baptized 
Christians^ that Saint John^said, " If ahy 
man be overtaken in^ a fault, ye which are 
spiritual restore such a man in the spirit of 
meeknessj considering lest ye also be tempt- 
ed/' The ; Corinthian Christian committed 
incest, aSid was pardoned : and Simon Magus^ 
after he was baptized, offered to commit the 
sin we call simony, and yet Peter bade hini * 
pr^y for pardon : and Saint James tells us, thai> 
*y if the sick man send for the elders of the 
church, sand they pray over him, and he con-' 
fess his sins, they shall .be forgiven him ;^ 
chap, v, 14. . ; 

That even in the case 'of very great sins, . 
and gr^t judgements inflicted upon sinn^Sj 
wige and gopd. n>^n have declared their sense^ 
to«be, jth'4jt,God vindicated his justice in that 
temporal punishnaeiit; and so it was supposed^ 
to hav^ be©ji*dpjoe in tl^e case of Ananias, &c.: 

R 
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that nothing can be more absurd than to 
think that so great and good a God, who is 
so desirous of saving i^ as appears by his 
word^ by his sending his Son, by his oaths 
and promises, by hb very nature and daily 
overtures of mercy, should <x>ndemn any, 
without the greatest pr pvocations of his ma^ 
jesty, and perseverance in them. 

Upon the strength of th«se arguments, the 
despairing person may be further taught to 
argue thus with himselft 

I. consi^r that the ground of my trouble 
is my sin ; and were it not for that, I s^mld 
l»ve no reason to be troubled; but since 
the ^^ whole world lieth in wickedness,'^ and 
^nce there cannot be a greater demonstration 
of a man^ abhorrence of sin, than to be so 
dee{dy^iifected with sorrow for it ; I therefore 
wiU erect my head with a holy hope, and 
think tht(t€nc>d will also be merciful to me a 
sinner, as he is to the rest of mankind. I 
know that the mercies of God are infinite : 
t^t he sent his Son into the world on pur- 
pose to redeem such as myself; and that h^ 
hath repeatedly promised " to give to then^ 
that ask, and to be found of them ibat seek 
him ;'' and therefore I will not district hi$ 
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goodness, nor look upon the great God of 
heaven and earth to be worse than his word. 
Indeed, if from myself I were to derive my 
title to heaven, then my sins were a just ar« 
gument of despair : )>ut now that they bring 
me to Christ, that they drive me to an ap* 
peal to Qod's mercy, they cannot infer a just 
cause of despair. I am sure it is a stranger 
thing, that the Son of God should come down 
from heaven, and take upon him our nature, 

. and live and die in the most ignominious 
state of it, than that a sinful man, washed by 
the blood of Christ and his own tears and 
humiliation, should be admitted to pardon, 

^ and made ^^ partaker of the kingdom of hea« 
ven :" and it were stranger yet, that he should 
do so much for man, and that a man that de«* 
sires, that labours after it to the utmost of 
his power, that sends up strong cries and 
prayers, and is still within the covenant of 
grace, should inevitably miss that end for 
which our Saviour did and suffered so much. 

It is certain, that of all the attributes that 
" belong to God, there is none more essential 
to his nature, and which he takes mor^ de- 
light in, than his mercy ; and it is as certain 
also, there must be proper objects for this 
boundless and immense attribute of God ; and 

R 2 
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the most proper, if not only, objects of mercy 
in the creation, are the children of men ; and 
of men, surely those who are most grieved 
and wearied with the burden of their sins. I, 
therefore, who am as pitiful an object of 
mercy as any, will cheerfully hope, that God 
will both forgive me here, and give me the 
blessing of eternal life hereafter : for I know 
that eternal life is purely the gift of God^ 
ajid therefore have less reason still to despair. 
For if my sins were fewer, and my unworthir 
ness of such a glory were less, yet still I could 
not receive it but as a free gift and doh£ition 
of God, and so I may now ; and it is not ex- 
pectation beyond the hopes of possibility, to 
look and wait for such a gift at the hands of 
the God of mercy. The best men deserve 
it not ; and I, who am the worst, may have it 
given me. I know that I have sinned griev- 
ously and frequently against my heavenly 
Father : but I have repented, I have begged 
pardon, I have confessed and forsaken my 
sins, and have done all that is possible for 
me^ to make atonement. I cannot undo what 
is done ; and I perish, if there be no such 
thing as a remedy, or remission of sins. But 
then I know my religion must perish toge- 
ther with my hope, and the word of God itself 
must fail as well a^ I. ^ But I cannot^ I dare 
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. -not, entertain such a thought. I firmly be- 
lieve that most encouraging article of faith, 
the remission of sins ; and since I do that 
which all good men call repentance, I will al- 
so humbly hope for a remission of mine, and 
a joyful resurrection, 

I know that the devil is continually lying 
in wait to seduce and destroy the souls of 
men ; wherefore I will fortify my spirits, and 
redouble my guard, and call upon God to euj- 
fible me to resist all the fiery darts of this ma- 
licious adversary. 

Or perhaps this exceeding dejection, or 
malady of mind, may arise from the distem- 
per and weakness of my body ; or at most, I 
hope, it is only a disease of judgement, not an 
intolerable condition, I am fallen into ; and 
'since I have heard of a great many others 
who have Joeen in the same condition with 
myself, and yet recovered, I will also take 
courage to hope that God will relieve me in 
his good time, and not leave my soul for ever 
jn this hell of depraved fancy and wicked 
imagination. . In fine, I will raise up my de- 
jected spirits, and cast all my care upon God, 
and depend upon him for the event, which I 
am sure will be just ; arid I cannot but think, 
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fmm the feme tesuKXi, full of mercy. How- 
ever, ndw I will use all the spiritual arts df 
reason and religion, to make me more and 
more desirous of loving God : that if I mis- 
carry, charity also shsdl ^il, and something 
that loves God shall perish, and be damned: 
wliich if it be impossible (as I am sure it is), 
then I may have just reason to hope I shall 
do well. 

These considerations may be of service to 
^* bind up the broken-hearted,"' and to 
strengthen the ^* bruised reed'' of a good 
man's spirit, in so great and terrible a dejec-* 
tion. But as cases of this nature are vpry 
rare, so the arguments here made use of are 
rarely to be insisted upon ; and never, but to 
well-disposed persons, or reformed penitents, 
or to such as, in the general course of their 
life, have lived pretty strictly and conform- 
ably to the rules of religion. For if the man 
be a vicious person, and hath gone on in a 
continual course of sin, to the time of his sick- 
ijess, these considerations are not proper. Let 
Jiim inquire, in the words of the first disci-^ 
pies after Pentecost, " Men and brethren, 
what shall we do to be saved?*' And if we 
pan but entertain so much hope, as to enable 
bim to do as much of hjs duty as be t^an for tlie 
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present, it is all that can be provided for him. 
And the minister must be infinitely careful^ 
that he does not attempt to comfort ricious 
persons with the comfort of God's elect, lest 
iie prostitute holy things, and encourage vice, 
and render his discourses deceitful ; and the 
man unhappily find them to be so when he 
descends into the regions of darkness* 

But because very few are tempted with too 
great fears of miscarrying, but the generality^ 
even of the most profligate sort, are rather 
inclined to unwarrantable assurances of their 
future salvation, it will highly concern the 
ministers to prevent in time so great and 
reigning an imposition of the devil. 

Wherefore to the former considerations to 
awaken the careless sinner and a stupid con** 
science, the following may be added, upon oc-» 
casion, to check the over«weening tboughti 
of the presumptuous. 



SECTION V, 

Considerations agmnst Presumption. 
And here, let the bold and arrogant sinner 
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further know : that a man cannoi; think too 
meanly of himself, but may very easily run 
into the contrary extreme : that the growths 
in grace are long, ' difficult, uncertain, often 
interrupted, consisting of great variety, and 
almost innumerable parts and distinctions, 
which a careless person can nev^r discover : 
that the more a man presumes, the greater 
reason he hath to fear; because the confi- 
dence of such men is generally like that of 
phildren and young people, who have no other 
reason, but that they understand not the dan- 
gers and follies of their self-conceits : that 
^' the heart of mah . is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked;'" deceiving 
itself, and deceiving others, in inqunxerable 
instances ; and being often " in the gall of 
bitterness,"' when the man appears with the 
fairest outside to the world : that it i? certain, 
all " have sinned'and come short of the glory 
of God;*' but not so certain^ that any one's 
repentance is real, and effective tp salvatipn : 
that virtue and vice are oftentimes so near 
neighbours, that we pass into each other's 
borders without observation, and think we do 
justice, when we are cruel ; or call ourselves 
liberal when we are loose and foolish in our 
, expenses, &c, 
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r That the self-accusing publican was justi- 
fied, rather than the self-confident Pharisee : 
that if Adam in Paradise, David in his house, 
Solomon in the temple, Peter in the family 
of Christ, Judas among the twelve apostles, 
and Nicholas among the deacons, and if the 
angels in heaven itself, did fall so atrociously, 
then, .we have all the reason in the world 
*' not to be high-minded, but to fear;'' and 
when we are most confident of ourselves, *' to 
take heed lest we fall ;" there being nothing 
so likely to occasion it, as pride and a great 
opinion of ourselves, which ruined the angels, 
which God resists, which all men despise, and 
which betray us into carelessness, and a 
wretched, undiscerning, and unwary spirit* 

- These, are the main parts of ecclesiastical 
duties and oflSces in the visitation of the sick ; 
which being severally performed, as occasion 
requires, it remains only that the minister 
pray over the sick, and remind him to do all 
the good actions he is capable of; to call upon 
God for pardon, to put his whole trust in him ; 
to be patient and resigned ; and even to re- 
nounce; every ill thought or word, or inde- 
cent action, which the violence of his sickness 
may! have caused in him ; to beg of God to 
give him his Holy Spirit, to guidfe him in his 
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agoiiy, to Bend bis holy angels to guard bim 
in his passage. 

Whatsoever is besides this, concerns the 
standers-bj, that they do all in their respect 
tive offices diligently and temperately ; that 
they join in prayer with the minister, with 
much charity and devotion : that they make 
no outcries or exclamations on the departure of 
soul ; nor any positive judgement concerning 
the dying ; man by his dying quietly or vio^ 
lently, with great fears or a cheerful confi-^ 
dence, with sense or without, like a lamb or 
like a lion, with convulsions and terrible 
agonies; or like the silent and welUspent 
flame of an expiring taper. For these may 
happen severally, according to the constitu- < 
tion of the persons, and the nature of the dis- 
temper that befeUs them ; or else according 
as God pleases to dispense the grace, or the 
punishment, for reasons only known to him- 
self. 

Let us lay our hand upon our mouth, and 
adore the mysteries of the divine wisdom and 
providence, and pray to God to give the dy- 
ing man rest and pardon ; and to ourselves? 
grace to live well, and the blessings of a holy 
md happy death. 
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ORDER 

fOK THE 

VISITATION OF THE SICK. 



When any Person is sick, notice shall be given thereof 
to the Minister of the parish, who, coming into the 
side Person's house, shall say. 

Peace be to thi« house, and to all .that dwell 
in it. 

When he cometh into the sick man's presence, he shall 
say, kneeling down, 

KEMEiiiiBEit not, Lord, our iniquities, nor 

the iniquities of our fore-fathers. Spare us, 

^ood Lord, spare thy people^ whom thou 

hast redeemed with thy most precious blood, 

^nd be not angry with us for ever. 

Amw* Spare us, good Lord. 

Then the Minister sliall say, 

Let us pray. 

Ztord have mercy upon us. 

dhrist have mercy upon us. 

. JiAfd^ haipe mercy upon, a^* 
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Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed 
\)e thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive them that tres- 
pass against us. And lead us not into temp* 
tation; but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

Minist. O Lord, save thy servant, 
Answ. Which pntteth his trust in thee. 

Min. Send him help from thy holy place; 
Answ. And evern^ore mightily defend Aim. 

Min. Let the enemy have no advantage of 
him ; ' . 

Answ. Nor the wicked approach to hurt 
him. 

Min. Be unto him^ O Lord, a strong 
tower, 

Answ. From the face of his enemy, 

Min. O Lord, hear our prayers : 
Answ. Arid let our pry come unto thee. 

Minister., 

O LoRD^ look down from heayeA; behold. 
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visit, and relieve tliis thy servant. Look 
upon him .>vith the eyes of. thy .mercy ; give 
Jlim comfort and sure confidence in thee; 
defend him from the. danger of the en^my, 
and keep him in perpetual peace and safety, 
through Jesus Christ our Lordf Amen. 

Heab us. Almighty and Most Merciful God 
and Saviour ; extend thy accustomed good- 
ness to this thy servant, who is grieved with 
sickness. Sanctify, we beseech thee, this thy 
Iktherly correction to him ; that the sense of 
his weakness may add strength to his faith, 
and seriousness to his repentance : that, if it 
shall be thy good pleasure to restore him to 
his former health, he may lead the residue of 
his life in thy fear, and to thy glory : or else 
give him grace so to take thy visitation, that, 
after this painful life is e^nded, he may dwell 
with thee in life everlasting ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Then shall the Minister exhort the sick Person after this 
' form, or other like, 

DEARI.Y beloved, know this, that Almighty 

God is the Lord of life and death, and of all 

things to them pertaining ; as youth, strength,. 

. health, age, we&knesi^, and sickness. Where-, 

fore, whatsoever your sickness is, know you 

certs^nly, that it is Qod's visitation. And> 
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for vfhaV cauM soever this sickness is sent 
unto you ; whether it be to try your patience ; 
for the example of others; and that your 
faith may be found in the day of the Lord, 
laudable, glorious, and honourable, to the 
increase of glory and endless felicity ; or else 
it be sent unto you, to correct and amend 
in you whatsoever doth offend tbe eyes of^ 
your Heavenly Father : know you certainly, 
that, if you truly repent of your sins, and 
bear your sickness patiently, trusting in God'5 
mercy for his dear Son Jesus Christ's sake, and 
render unto him humble thanks for his fatherly 
visitation, submitting yourself wholly unto his 
will, it shall turn to your profit, and help you 
forward in the right way that leadeth unto 
everlasting life. 

flCS" If the Person vbited be very sick, then the Curate 
may end his exhortation in this place, or dse proceed. 

Take, therefore, in good part the chastise* 
ment of the Lord; for (as St. Paul saith, in the 
twelfth chs^ter to the Hebrews), " whom the 
Lord loveth, he chasteneth ; and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure 
chastening, God dealeth with you as with 
sons : for, what son is he whom the father 
chasteneth not ? But if ye be without chas^^ 
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tisement, whereof all ai^e partakers, then are 
ye bastards, and nat sons. Furthermore, we 
have had fathers of our flesh, which corrected 
us, and we gave them reverence ; shall we 
not much rather be in subjection unto the 
Father of spirits, and live ? For they verily, 
for a few days, chastened us after their own 
pleasure; iKit He for our profit, that we 
might be partakers of his holbess/' These 
words (good brother) are written in holy 
Scriptures for our comfort and instruction,that 
we should patiently and with thanksgiving 
bear our Heavenly Father's correction, when- 
soever, by any manper of adversity, it shall 
please his gracious goodness to visit us. And 
there should be no greater comfort to Christi- 
an persons, than to be made like unto Christ, 
by suflfering patiently adversities, troubles, 
and sicknesses. For He himself went not up 
to joy, but first he suffered pain : He entered 
not into his glory before he was crucified. 
So, truly, our vray to eternal joy, is to suffer 
here with Christ ; and our door to enter into 
eternal Hfe, is gladly to die with Christ, that 
we may rise again from deatli^ and dwell with 
him in everlasting hfe. Now therefore, tak- 
ing your sickness, which is thus profitable 
for you, patiently; 1 exhort you, in the 
name of God, to remember the profession 
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which you made unto God in* your hapi^mu 
And forasmuch jas, after this hfe, there is an 
account to be given unto the Righteous 
Judge, by whom all must be judged without 
reapect of persons ; I require you to examine 
yourself^^ and your estate, both towiards God 
and man ; so that, accusbg and condemnii^ 
yourself, and your own faults, you may find 
mercy at your Heavenly Father's hand for 
Christ's sake, and not be accused and con- 
demned in that fearful judgement. There- 
fore I shall rehearse to you the Articles of 
our Faith, that you may know whether you 
believe as a Christian man should, or not. 

Here the Minister skill riehearse the Articles of the 
Faith, saying thus : 

DosT thou believe in God the Father Al- 
mighty, Maker of heaven and earth ? 

And in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son^ 
our Lord ? And that he was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost ; born of the Virgin Mary ; 
that he suffered under Pontius Pilate, wa* 
crucified, dead, and buried; that he went 
down into hell, and also did rise again the 
third day; that he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Fa- 
ther Almighty, and from thence shall come 
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iigain, a* the'€hd of the world, to judge the 
quick and the dead ? 

And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost ; 
the holy Catholi6 church ; the communion 
0f saints; the reitiissioh of sins; the resur^ 
rection^ of the flesh; and evierlasling life 
after death ? 

^ The sick persom shiijl ai^swcr. 
All this I steadfastly believe. 

Then shall the Minister examine whether he repent 
him tnily of his sins, and be in charity with all the 
world ; exhorting him to fiiigive^ from the botioiA of 
his heart, all persons that have offended him^ and, ,if 
he have offended any other, to ask them forgiveness; 
and where he hath done injury or wrong to any man^ 
that he make amends to the tmost of his power. And 
if he hath not before disposed of his goods/ let liim then 
W adtnonished t6 make his ^vilf, and to d^blare hi^ debtt^ 
:m\M he oweth, and what is owing imto him; for tbe 
better discharge of his conscience, and the quietness of 
executors. But men should often be put in remembrance 
to take order for settling of their temporal estates, whilst 
•fhi^y are in health, ' * 

. ..These words, before rehearsed, may be said before the 
Minister begins his prayer, as he shall see cause, 

- The Minister sKould not omit earnestly to move such 
;8v^Pdr9ons'asare'0f«abilkyy W bp libfsral to the poor. 

s 
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Bire«MU the tict I%i9on ht tecfvU lt> i^hl^n qpveiai 
coDfesdoQ of Ins sine, if be fed Us dSDri^fpee tlff^ 
bled with any weighty matter. After which coa- 
fession, the Priest shall absolve him (if he humbly 
and heardly des!t6 it) ^ter this sort : 

Otrft Lbird JfeStis Christ, who hith left pbwei^ 
th hii bhuVch to absolve all sinileiis, irho 
truly repent, and believe in him, of his greiit 
Doercy forgive thee thine offences ! And by 
his authority coi&initted to me, I absolve 
thee from all thy sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost Amen. 

Asi then the PAest ahiiU' si^ the teUeet IbUowiDg t 

Leit^pray. 

6;Ji»6pi merciful God, who, according to 
,lbe multitude of thy mercies^ dost so put 
ii'^tf the sins of those who truly repent, that 
thou reikiemberest them no more ; open thine 
eye of mercy upon this thy* servant, who 
most earnestly desire th pardon and. forgive- 
ness.. Renew in him^ most loving Father, 
wbatsoever hath been decayed by the frai;id 
and malice of the devil, or by his own carnal 
.will and frailness ; preserve and continue 
Ail mek niiember i» tjbe unity of the chiircb;. 
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€!6n^(le)r^Afi>'€(}Btrkioii, aecept his tears, as- 
iWti^his'^fBxn^ ad ^all seem to the^ i^ost 
Expedient for him. And, forasmuch as hi 
putteth his full trust only m thy mercy, im- 
pute not unto Afm his former sins, but strength* 
ea /k'/Tt ^ith thy blessed Spirit ^ and when 
tkou art pleased to take him hence, take kim 
Mnto thy favour, through the merits of thy 
most dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord* Amcfi. 

' Then shall the Mmister say this Psafan. ' 
In te, Dominef Jip^ram.-— Psalm IxxU 

In thee, O Lord, have I put my trust ! let 
me hever be put to confusion : but rid me, 
and deliver me in thy righteousness : incline 
thine ear unto me, and save me. 

Be thou a strong hold, whereunto I 'may 
alway resort : thou hast promised to help me, 
for thou art my house of defence, and my 
castle. 

Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of • 
^e ungodly; out of the hand of the unrigh* 
teous and cruel man. 

For thou, O Lord, art the thing that I long 
for ; thou art my hope, eveft from my youth* 
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Through* thee have I been holdeti up ever, 
since I was born : thou art he that took me 
oat of my mother's womb; my praise shall 
always be of thee^ 

I am become a^ it were a monster to many y 
htit my sure trust is in thee* 

O let my moirth be filled with thy praise y 
that I may sing of thy glory and honour all 
the day long. 

Cast me not away in the time of ager 
forsake me not when my strength faileth me. 

For mine enemies speak against me ; and 
they that lay wait for my soul, take their 
counsel together ; sayingi God hath forsaken 
him ; persecute him, and take him, for there 
is none to deliver him- 

Go not far from me, O God ; my God, 
haste thee to help me. 

. Let them be^ confounded and perish, th^t 
are against my soul: let tiiem be covered with 
shame and dishonour, that seek to do me 
ivil. , f 
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As for mel will patiently abide alway ; and 
will praise thee mor^ and more. 

My -mouth shall daily speak of thy righ- 
teousness aad salvation : for J know no end 
thereof. 

I will go forth in the strength of the Lord 
God ; and will make mention of thy righ- 
teousness only. 

Thou, O Godv hast taught me from my 
youth up until. now: therefore will I teH of 
thy wondrous works. 

Forsake me not, O God, in mine old age^ 
when I am grey-headed, until I have showed 
thy strength unto this generation, and thy 
power to aU them that are yet for to cotne^ 

Thy righteousness, O God, is very high, 
and great things are they that thou h^st dpne; 
O God, who ia like i^nto ^heei^ 

Glory b^ tp the Father, and to the Son; 
md to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the -Beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Aihen. 
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Adding this : 

Saviour of the world, who by thy cross 
and precious blood hast redeemed us, save 
us, and help us, we humbly beseech thee, O 
Lord. 



Then s^all tlpie Minister say: 

The Almighty Lord, who is a most strong 
tower to all them that put theiir trust in hifn,' 
to whom all things in heaven,, in earth, and 
under the earth, do bow and obey; be now 
and evermore thy defence, and make thee 
know and feel, that there is no other name 
under heaven given to m?in, in whom, and 
through whom, thou mayest receive health 
land salvation, but only the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, dnien* 

4^nd after that shall say : . 

Unto God's gracious mercy ^d protection 
we tsommit thee, The l^ord bless thf e, aind 
keep thee. The Lord make his face to. shine 
upon thee, and be gracious unto thee. The 
Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and 
^iv^ thee jpeace, both now and evermore. 
Amen. / 
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COMMUNION OF THE SICK. 



jPoRASMCCH as an mortal men b6 Subject to tiif^^ 
sudden perils, dis^ts^ md mVx^^fi^^ f^ ^\^ Y^^^ 
tain what time they shall depart put of*tliis life; ^ere- 
fore to the intent they may be always in readiness to 
die^ whensoever it shall please Almighty God to call 
them, the Curates ahftlL diligftnt^y, ^pp time to time 
(but especially in time of pestilence, or other infectioiis 
9okn^), e3^bart tbrir i»ri?lvoqfrs to t^e often receiyr 
ipg the Qoljr Ck)n)mpn^pn pf the body and blo^d qf 
our Siaviour Christ when jt shall be publicly admi- 
nistered in the church; that so doing they may, in 
case of sudden visitation, have tj^e less cause tp tie: 
disquieted for lack of the same. But if the si^ Per- 
son be not able to come to the church, and yet is 
desirous to receive the Communion in his house; then 
he must give timely notice to the Curate, /^signifying 
aliM> how many th^V^ !^^ to cotpn^upiqi^e \yifh hin[|^ 
(jylugh^sl^fU bj6} thrjee, or two at the lea$t), and having 
a convenient place in the sick man's house, with* air 
things necessary, so prepared, that the Curate may^ 
reverently midister, 1i^ shall there cotebtate tbp Q^lf. 
Communion, beginningi with the Collect, Egistle, and 
Gospel, here following. ^ ' 
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The Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, maker of 
mankind, who dost correct those whom thou 
dost love, and chastisest every one whom thou 
dost receive ; we beseech thee to have mercy 
upon this thy servant visited with thine hand, 
and to grant that he may take his sickness 
patiently, and recover his bodily health (if it 
be thy gracious will) ; and whenever his soul 
shall depart from the body, it may be without 
spot presented unto thee, through Jesus Christ 
pur Lord. Amen* 

The Epistle, Heb, xil. 5. 

My son, despise not thou the chastening of 
the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked 
of him : for whom the Lord loveth, he chast* 
eneth ; and scourgeth every soa whom he r^r 
ceivetht 

The Gospel, St. John, v, 24, 

Veeily, verily, I say unto you, he that hear^ 
eth my word, and believeth on him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not comQ 
into condemnation; but is passed from death 
untolifcp 

After which, the Priest shall proceed according to 
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the form prescribed for the Holy Commumon, begins 
ning at these words : [Ye that do truly]. 

At the time of the distribution of the Holy Sacra* 
ment) the Priest shall first receive the Communion 
himself, and afterward minister unto them that Ikre 
appointed to communicate with the sick, and last of all 
to the sick Person. 

But if a man, either by reason of extremity of sicJc- 
hess, or for want of warning in due time to the Curate, 
or for lack of company to receive witli him, or by 
any other just impediment, do not receive the Sacra- 
ment of Christ's body and blood, the Curate shall in- 
struct him, that if he do truly repent him of his sins, 
and steadfastly believe Jesus Christ hatli suffered death 
upon the cross for him, and shed his blood for hi$ 
redemption, earnestly remembering the benefits he 
hath thereby, and giving him hearty thanks therefore, 
he doth eat and drink the body and blood of our 
Saviour Christ profitably to his souVs health, although 
he do not receive the sacrament with his mouth. 

When the sick Person is visited, and receiveth tlie 
Holy Communion, all at one time, then the Priest, for 
more expedition, shall cut off the form of the visitation, 
at the Psalm [In thee, O Lord, have I put my trust], 
and go straight to the Communion. 

In the time of the plague, sweat, or other such-like 
contagious times of sickness or diseases, when none 
of the parish or neighbours can be gotten to commu- 
nicate with the sick in their houses, for fear of the 
infection; upon special request of the diseased, the 
Mmister only may communicate with him. 
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At the time of the celebrntido of the €omJtotii9n, the 
. communioants being conveDienHf placed £»r rec^ir- 

ing of the Holy Sacrament, the Priest sh^ say Urn 

exhortation: 

Dearly beloved in the Lord, ye that mind 

to come to* the Holy Communion of the body 

^and blood of our Saviour Christ, must consider 

how St. Paul exhorteth all persons diUgently 

to try and examine themselves, before they 

presume to eat of that bread, and drink of 

that cup. For tis the benefit is great, i^ 

with a true penitent heart and lively faitH 

we receive that Holy Sacrament (for then we 

spiritually eat the flesh of Christ, and drink 

his blood ; th,en we dwell in Christ, and Christ 

in us ; we are one with Christ, and Christ 

with us): so is the datiger great, tf we reeeHe 

the same unworthily : for then we are guilty 

of the body and blood of Christ our Saviour ; 

we eat and drink our own damnation, not 

coniudering the Lord^s body ; we kiiMJle God's 

wrath against us ; we provoke him to pls^ue 

us with divers diseases, and sundry kinds of 

death. Judge therefore yourselves, brethren, 

that ye be not judged of the Lor^.; repent 

ye truly for your sins past ; have a lively and 

steadfast faith in Christ our Saviour ; amend 

your lives, and be in perfect charity with 

all men ; so shall ye be meet partakers of these 
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mttSft give most humble itod hearty thanks to 
God the Father, the Squ* f^pd the Holy Ghost, 
fi>r the sedemption of the world hy the death 
and pd3$k>n ^ our Saviour Christ, both Go^. 
and mao, who did humble himself even to 
tbe death upo^ the crQss, for us miserable 
sinners, who laj^in darkness and the shadow 
of death, that he plight make us the children 
of God^ and exalt us to everlasting life. And 
to the end that we should always remember 
the exceeding great love of our Master and 
only Saviour Jesus Christ, thus dying for us, 
and the innumerable benefits which by his 
fireoJQitt blpod-^heddiog h^ hath obtained to 
m^ hef h^th imtituted a^d ordained holy 
mytti^mn^m ph^gen of his love, and for ^ 
cOOttiQual rie«l^mbrance of l^i$ death, to out 
gneat aod endless cpmfi^rt^ To Him, therer 
fyff^ wijth t)%e Father, and tfcje Holy Ghost, 
let lia.giye (a9 W^ are mos^ bounden) conti* 
utrnL thanks; ; ^ubinittiQg ouraelves wholly to 
his holy will and p)ea«ure, and studying to; 
9ecve him in true holji^esa^nd rightepusnesd all 
tibe. days of our life. Ajmer^, 

Then ahuU thje Priest say to them that come to receive 
the Holy Communion, 

y R tha^ dp truly and earnestly repent you of 
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jour sins, and are in love and charity with 
your neighbours, and intend to lead anew 
life, following the commandments of God, and 
walking from henceforth in hiis holy ways; 
draw near with faith, and take this Holy Sa- 
crament to ytJiur comfort; and make your 
humble confession to Almighty God, meekly 
kneeling upon your knees. 

Then sliall this general confession be made, in the 
name of all those that are minded to receive the 
Holy Communion, by one of the Ministers, both he 
and all the people kneeling humbly upon their knees^ 
and saying ; 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, maker of all things, judge of all men, 
we acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins 
and wickedness which we from time to time 
taost grievously have committed, by thought, 
word, and deed, against thy Divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indig- 
nation against us. We do earnestly repent, 
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings j 
the remembrance of them is grievous to us ; 
the burden of them is intolerable. .Have 
mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most 
merciful Father ; for thy Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ's sake, forgive us ^11 that is past j and 
grant we may ever hereafter serve and please 
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thee in newness of life, to the honour and 
glory of thy name^ through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. J^men. 

Then shall. the Priest (or the Bishc^^ being present) 
stand up, and, turning himself to the people, pro- 
nounce this absolution : 

Almighty God our heavenly Father, who of 
his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of 
sins, to all them that with hearty repentance 
and true faith* turn unto him;, have mercy 
upon you, pardon and deliver you frbiii all 
your sins, confirm and strengthen you iii all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life, 
through JjBsus Chrbt our Lord. Amen. 

Then shall the Priest say. 

Hear what comfortable words pur Saviour 
Christ saith unto all that truly turn to him: 

Come unto me, all ye that travail and are 
heavy laden, and I will refresh you. Matt. 
xi. 29. 

So God loved the world^ that he gave his 
only begotten Son, to the end that all that 
b^eve in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. John iii. I6* 
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This is a true saying, aad #dfthy of iA 
men to be received, That Jesus Christ came 
into the worM to *ifre sihttferS* 1 Tim. k 
15- 

EMtr also what St. Jtohn siutii : 

If aiiy man siii» we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesud Christ the righteous ;uid 
h^ is the propitiation for our sins. 1 John 
ii. 1, 2. 

After which, tlie West shall pT6c^, saying, 
Xift up your hearts. 

Answ* We lift them up unto the Lord^ 

Priest. Let us give thanks unto our Lord 

God. 

« 

Answ. It is meet and right so to do. 

Then shall the Priest say, 

It is very meet, right, and bur Bounden dtfty, 
that we should at all times, and ih All places, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



give thanks Hrito tbec, O Lord, Holy fatiier*, 
Almighty, Everlasting God. 

Hire sbdl loftoiif Ae propel- preftce^ according to thij 
tiftte^fif them be a&y ^pedftUy appohued; or dafe 
immediately shall foUonr, 

Therefore with angels and archangels^iand 
with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising 
thee, and saying. Holy, holy, holy. Lord God 
of hosts ! heaven and earth are full of thy 
glory • Glory be to thee, O Lord most high* 
Amen. 



l^ROJ^tR PREFAClSS. 
. , On GfaHstmas^y, and seven days after. 

r 

•...■•''';':■ f ■ • 

Because thou didst give Jesus Christ, thine 
onljt Son, to be bom as at this time for us, 
who by the operation of the Holy Ghost was 
made very man of the substance of the Virgin 
Mary his mother, and that without spot of 
sin, to make us clean from all sin : therefore 
with angels, &c. 

^ These words [Holy Fattier] must be omitted on 
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On Easter-day, and seven days after, 

3uT chiefly are we bound ta praise thee for 
the- glorious resurrection of thy Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord : for He is the very paschal 
Iamb which was offered for us, and hath taken 
away the sins of the world ; who by his death 
hath destroyed death, and, by his rising to 
life again, hath restored us to everlasting life : 
therefore, Sec. 

On Ascension-day, and seven days after. 

Through thy most dearly beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who, after his most glorious 
resurrection, manifestly appeared to all his 
apostles, and in their sight ascended up into 
heaven to prepare a place for us; that 
where he is, thither we might also ascend, and 
reign with him in glory : therefore, &c. 

On Whitsunday,^ and six days after. . ^ ^ 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, according 
to whose most true promise the Holy Ghost 
came down as at this time from heaven, with 
a sudden great sound, as it had been a miglj^ty 
wind, in the likeness of fiery tongues, ligh^ 
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ing upon the apostles, to teach them, and tq 
lead them to all truth,, giving them both the 
gift of divers languages, and also boldness 
with fervent zeal constantly to preach the 
Gospel unto all nations, whereby we have 
been brought out of darkness and error into 
^he clear light and true knowledge of thee, 
a^ of thy Son Jesus Christ : therefore, &c. 



On the feast of Trinity only. 

Who art one God, one Lord ; not one only 
Person, but three Persons in one substance. 
For that which we believe of the glory of the 
Father, the same we believe of the Soq, and 
of the Holy Ghost, without any difference or 
inequality : therefore, &c. 



After each of which prefaces, shall immediately be suDg 
or said: 



Therefore with angels and archangels, and 
with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising 
thee, and saying ; Holy, holy, holy. Lord God 
:of hpsts ! heaven and earth are full of thy 
glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord most high* 
4fMn0 
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Then shall the Priest, kneeling down at thie Lord's ta^ 
ble, say, in the name of all them that shall receive the 
Communion, this prayer following : 

We do not presume to come to thiu thy 
table, O raercifal Lord, trasting in our own 
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great 
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under thy table. But 
thou art the same Lord, whose property is al- 
ways to have mercy : grant us, therefore, gra- 
cious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear 
Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that 
our sinful bodies may be made clean by his 
body, and our souls washed through his most 
precious blood, and that we may evermore 
dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 



When the Priest, standing before the table, hath so or- 
dered the bread and wine, that he may with the more 
readiness and decency break the bread before the 
people, and take the ctip into his hands, he shall si^ 
the prayer of Consecration, as foUoweth : 

» 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, wha 
of thy tender mercy didst give thine only Son 
Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for 
our redemption, who made there (by his one 
oblatioa of himself once offered) a full, per- 
fect, and sufficient sacrifice,^ oblation^ and aa# 
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tisfaction for the sins 6f thfe whole world, and 
did institute, and in his holy Gospel command 
us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his 
precious death, until his coming. again : hear 
us, O merciful Father, we most humbly be- 
seech thee, and grant that we, receiving these 
thy creatures of bread and wine, according 
to thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ's holy in- 
stitution, in renjembrance of his death and 
passion, may be partakers of his most blessed 
body and blood ; who, in the same night that 
he was betrayed*, took bread, and when he had 
given thanks-f, he brake it, and gave it to hb 
disciples, saying: Take, eat J; this is my body, 
which is given for you: do this in remem- 
brance of me. Likewise after supper§„ he 
took the cup, and when he had giv€n thanks, 
be g^veit to them, saying. Drink ye all of 
this; for this|| is tfiy, blood of the New 
Testament which is shed for you, and far 
many, for the remission pf sind: da this, as 
oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me. 
Amen. 



* Here the Priest is to take the paten into his hands. 
^ And here to" bi^eak the brea<!« 
J And hcr6 taky his hands upoii atl the bread, 
. § Here he is to take the cup into his haitd. 
]|' And here to lay his hand upon every vessel (be it chalice 
or ilagon) iu wfaick there is any wine to be consecrated. 

T 2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



276 

Th^si^U theMinittier€rst receive the CommviooB' ia 

' both kinds himself and then proceed to deliyer the 
same to the Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, in like 
manner (i^ any be present), and after that to the pec^Ie 

' also in order, into their hands, all meekly kneeling. 

• And when be delivereth the bread to any one, he shaU 
ay: 

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
was given for thee, preserve thy body and 
soul unto everlasting life ! Take and eat this 
in remembrance that Christ died for thee ; and 
feed on him in thy heart by faith with thanks- 
giving.. 

And the Minister that delivereth the cup to any one, 
shall say: 

Thb blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
was shed for thee, preserve thy body and soul 
unto everlasting life ! Drink this in remem* 
brance that Christ's blood was shed for thee, 
and be thankful. 



If the consecrated bread or wine be all spent before 
all have cooununicated, the Priest is to consecrate more 
according to the form before prescribed : beginnii^ at 
[Our Saviour Christ in the same night, &c.] for the bless- 
ing of the bread, and [Likewbe After supper, &c.] for the 
blessing of the cup. 

. When.all have communicated, the Minister shfill re 
turn to the Lord's table, and reverently place upon it what 
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femaineth aS ih^ consecrated dement^ coveriDg die jame 
with a fair linen cloth* 

Then shall the Priest say the Lord's Prayer, the pec^le 
repeating after him every petition. 

Our Father which art in heaven ; Hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation ; 
but deliver us from evil./ For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 



After this shall be said as foUoweth: 

O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy humble 
-servants entirely desire thy fatherly goodness 
mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving ; most humbly beseeching 
thee to grant, that by the merits and death 
of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through fdith in 
his blood, we and all thy whole church may 
obtain remission of our sins, and £dl other be^ 
nefits of his passion. And here we offer Q,nd 
present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, oui^ 
souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy ^ and 
lively sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching 
tteje, that all we who are partakers ot this 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^78 

holy communion, may be fulfilled with thy 
grace and heavenly benediction. And aU 
though we be unworthy, through our mani- 
fold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice ; yet 
we beseech thee to accept this ourbounden 
(Juty and service ; not weighing our merits, 
but pardoning our. offences, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord ; by whom, and with whom^ 
in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honoui? 
and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, 
world without end. Amen. 

Or this : 

Almighty and everlasting God, we most 
heartily thank thee, for that thou dost vouch- 
safe to f^ed us, who have duly received these 
holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the 
most precious body and blood of thy Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; and dost assure us 
thereby of thy favour and goodness toAvards 
us ; and that we are very members incorpo-* 
rate in the mystical body of thy Son, which 
is the blessed company of all faithful people ] 
and are also heirs through hope of thy ever* 
lasting kingdom, by the merits of the most 
precious death and passion of thy dear Son; 
Amd we most humbly beseech thee, O hea^ 
venly Father, so to assist us with thy grace^ 
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that we may continue in that holy feUowship, 
and do all such good works as thou bast pre- 
pared for us to walk in, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord ; to whom, with thee and the Holy 
Ghost, be all honour and glory, world with- 
out end. Amen. 



Then shall be said, or sung, 

GliOjRY be to God on high, and in eartl^ 
peace, good will towards men. We praisa 
thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glo- 
rify thee, we give thanks to thee, for thy 
great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, 
God the Father Almighty, 

O Lord, the only begotten Son Jesus 
Christ ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, that takest away the sins of the 
world, have mercy upon us : thou that takest 
away the sins of the world, have mercy upon 
us : thou that takest away the sins of the 
world, receive our prayer: thou that sittest 
at the right hand of God the Father, have 
mercy upon us : ^ 

For thou only art holy, thou only art the 
Lord ; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy 
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.Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 



Theni the Priest, or Bishop (if he be present), shall let them 
depsift with this blessing : 

The peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 
Jesus Christ our L^rd ; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, be among you, and ren^ain with 
you always. Amen, 
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PROPER COLLECTS 

THAT MAY BE USED WITH ANY OF THE PRA YEES 
F6R THE SICK. 

Let thy merciful ears, O Lord, be open to 
the prayers of thy humble sery^ts; and, 
that we may obtain our petitions, make us to 
ask such things as shall please thee, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord« 

In the midst of life, we are in death : of whom 
may we seek for succour but of thee, O Lord, 
who for our sins art justly displeased? Yet O 
Liord God most holy, O Lord most mighty, 
holy and most merciful Saviour, deliver us 
not into the bitter pains of eternal death. 
Thou knowest. Lord, the secrets of our heart ; 
shut not thy merciful ears to our prayers; 
but spare us, Lord most holy, O God most 
mighty, O holy and merciful Saviour, thou 
most worthy Judge Eternal, suffer us not 
at the last hour, for any pains of death, to 
f^l from thee. Amen. 

O MEECiFUL God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is the resurrection and the 
life, we beseech thee to raise us from the death 
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of sin to the life of righteousness, that at the 
gnereal resurrection in the last day, we may 
be found acceptable in thy sights and may 
have our perfect consummation and bliss, 
both in body and soul, in thy eternal glory ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Grant, we beseech thee. Almighty God, 
that we who for our evil deeds do worthily 
deserve to be punished, by the comfort of thy 
grace may mercifully be relieved, through 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 

O MOST mighty God and merciful Father^ 
who hast compassion on all men, and hatest 
nothing that thou hast made, who wouldest 
not the death of a sinner, but that he should 
rather turn from his sin, and be saved ; mer- 
cifully forgive us our trespasses ; relieve and 
comfort us, who are grieved and wearied with 
the burden of our sins. Thy property is, al- 
ways to have mercy ; to thee only it apper* 
taineth to forgive sins : Spare us therefore, 
good Lord, spare us, whom thou hast redeem- 
ed. Enter not into judgement with thy ser- 
vants, who are vile earth, and miserable sin- 
ners ; but so turn thine anger from us, who 
meekly acknowledge our vileness, and truly 
repent us of our faults, and so niake haste to 
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i^p us in this world, that we may ever live 
with thee in the world to come ; through Je^ 
5US Christ our Lord. 

O God, the Creator and Preserver of all man-^ 
kind, we humbly beseech thee for all sorts and 
conditions of men, that thou wouldest be 
pleased tp make thy ways known unto them, 
thy saving, healthy among all nations. More 
especially we pray for the good estate of the 
catholic church, that it may be so guided and 
governed by thy good Spirit, that all who 
profess and call themselves Christians, may 
be led into the way of truth, and hold the 
faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, 
and in righteousness of life. Finally, we com- 
mend to thy fatherly goodness all those who 
are any ways afflicted in mind, body, or es- 
tate (especially him'foT whom our prayers are 
desired) ; that it may please thee to comfort 
and relieve them according to their several 
necessities, giving them patience under their 
sufFenngs, and a happy issue out of all their 
afflictions : and this we beg for Jesus Christ 
his sake. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who art a^ 
ways more ready to hear than we to pray, 
jBud art wont to give more than either we de- 
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dire or deserve ; pour down upon us .the abun-^ 
dance of thy mercy, forgiving ;us those things 
whereof our conscience is afraid, and giving 
us those good things which we are not wor- ' 
thy to ask, hut through the merits and me-* 
diation of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

O God, merciful Father, that despisfest not 
the sighing of a contrite heart, nor the desire 
of such as be sorrowful ; mercifully assist, ouij 
prayers that we make before thee in all our 
troubles and adversities whensoever they op- 
press us ; and graciously hear us, that those 
evils which the craft and subtlety of the de- 
vil or man worketh against us be bropght to 
nought, and by the.proyidence of thy goodness 
they may be dispersed ; that we thy servants 
being hurjt by no persecutions (or afSictipns)^ 
may evermore give thanks unto thee in thy 
holy church ; through Jesus Christ pur Lord. 

We beseech thee, O Father, mercifully to 
look upon our infirmities, and for the glory of 
thy name turn from us all those evils that we 
most righteously have deserved ; and grant 
that in all dur troubles we may put our whole 
trust and confidence in thy mercy ,• and ever* 
more serve thee in holiness and pureness of 
living, to thy honour and glory; through our 
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on\y mediator and advocate, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who of thy 
tender love to mankind hast sent thy Son 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, to take upon him 
our flesh, and to suffer death upon the cross, 
that all mankind should follow the example 
of his great humility ; mercifully grant, that 
ve may both follow the example of his pa- 
tience, and also be made partakers of his re- 
surrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, 
who knowest our necessities before we ask, 
and our ignorance in asking, we beseech thee 
to have compassion upon our infirmities; and 
those things which for our un worthiness we 
dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask, 
vouchsafe tq give us for the worthiness of thy 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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PRAYERS" FOR tME SlCK. 

A general Prayer for the Acceptance of our 
Deootiom for the Sick. 

(From Bishop Andrews.) 

O Lord, it is a great presumption that onft 
sinner should dare to commend another to 
thy Divine Majesty, And who would not 
fear to undertake it ? But thy commandment 
it is, " That we should pray for the sick 
members of thy church, and mourn with them 
that mourn :'^ and thou hast promised that our 
prayers thus made, thou wilt receive. And 
now behold, O Lord, we that are no way 
meet, but unworthy, utterly unworthy, to 
ask for aught for ourselves, charity and com- 
passion so binding us, are enforced to be- 
come suitors to thee for others, even for this 
thy servant, now afflicted by thee. Of thee 
we hope ; of thee we desire j to thee we pray 
in the most meek and humble manner, and 
even from the bottom of our hearts. O 
Lord, that which thou mightest justly deny 
to our unworthiness, deny not, we beseech 
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thee, to thine own gracious goodness. O 
Lord, forgive us our sins ; O Lord, forgive us 
our sins, our great and grievous sins, oft and 
many ti|nes committed, long and many years 
continued ; so that we may be meet to pray 
for others, and our prayers be m^e unto thee 
in an acceptable time. 

Graciously look upon our afflictions. 

Pitifully behold the sorrows of our hearts. 

Mercifully forgive the sins of thy people. 

Favourably with mercy hear our prayers* 

Both now amd ever vouchsafe to hear us, 
O Christ. 

Graciously hear us, O Christ ; graciously , 
hear us, O Lord Chrbt. Amen. 

Particular Prayers for the Sick. 
(From Bishop Patrick. ) 

O MOST gracious God, who by thy Son Jesus 
Christ hast united us all in oine body, that we 
should love one another, and, if one member 
suffersi all the members should suflfer with it; 
we humbly implore thy tetider mercies to- 
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wards this thy servant, of whose afflicted coo^ 
dition we desire to have a compasucttiate sense 
and feeling. 

Look graciously upon kim^ O Lord, arid 
visit him with thy salvation. Vouchsafe him 
such consolations from above, as we should 
desire for ourselves, were we in his extremity. 
Give him a true penitent heart for all the of- 
fences that he hath at any time committed ; 
together with a lively faith in^ thy Son Jesus, 
who came into the world to save sinners. 
Give him the comfort of a holy hope, that 
thou acceptest Aw repentance, and faithful de- 
votion to thee. Support him by this hope 
under all his pain, and enable him patiently 
to submit to thy fatherly correction. Send 
him help now in time of need, both for his 
soul and for his body. Bless the means for 
his recovery ; and, if it be thy good pleasure, 
restore him speedily to his former health, and 
inspire him with a serious resolution to serve 
thee more zealously all his days. 

Or if thou hast otherwise resolved in thy 
wise counsels, deliver him from the fear of 
death, assist him in his last agony, give him 
an easy and cheerful passage out of this life, 
and send thy holy angels to conduct him into 
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Toat and fieaee wkh our Lord Jesus^ for the 
same Jl^sus .Chrkt^s ciake. Amm. 



. " (Erom Bishop Taylor.) 

L 

Almighty God, Father of merGies^ the God 
of peace and comfort, of rest and pardon, we 
4hy servants, in duty to thee, and charity to 
owr brother J humbly beg mercy of thee for 
him^ to descend upon hifi body ^md his souL 
We come to thee in the name of Jesus, pray«» 
ing thee to pardon the sins of this thy servant, 
and to bury them in the grave of Him that 
died for us, that they may never rise up in 
judgement against Aim, nor bring Atm, in the 
.day of trial, to shame and confusion of face# 
Amtfi* 



IL 

Give thy servant, O Lord, patience in Ai> 
sorrows, comfort in hi$ sickness, and restore 
hink to healthy if it seem good to thee. And, 
however thou shalt determine concerning him^ 
yet make his repentance perfect, and his faith 
strong, and his hope steadfast, and his pas* 
sage safe ; that when thou shalt ca)l his soul 

y 
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frcmi the body^ it may enter into the rest of 
the sons of God^ and the bosom of blessed^ 
ness, and be with the holy Jesus. Amen. 

m. 

O Lord, thou knowest all the necessities, 
and all the infirmities of thy servant : fortify 
his soul with spiritual joys, and perfect tesig*- 
nation ; cmd take from ^W all inordinate af- 
fections to this worid; and enlarge liis heart 
with desires of beii^ with thee, in thy kea^* 
venly kingdom. 



IV. 

LaRD, let not any pain or passion discoaip 
pose the order of kis thoughts, or Jm duty; 
and lay no more upon thy servant thaii thOu 
wilt make him able to bear; and together 
with the temptation, do thou provide a way 
to escape ; even by the mercies of a longer 
and more holy life, or by the mercies of a 
blessed death; even as it pleaseth thee, O 
Lord, so let it be. Amen. 



V. 
Lord, let the tenderness of his conscience^ 
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and the Spirit of. God, call to mind his sins, . 
that they may be confessed and repented of; 
and let thy powerful grace remove from his 
soul every root of bitterness ; and in the 
union of the holy Jesus, and in the love of 
God, and in the communion of all the saints^ 
let his soul be presented to thee blameless, 
and entirely pardoned, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 



A larger Form of Prayer for the Sick. 

(From Bishop Patrick.) 

O Lord, the Father of our spirits, who givest 
us life, and breath, and all things, and hast 
not thought a crown of everlasting life too 
much to promise us ; we believe that thou 
wilt not deny us what is needful and fit for us;, 
both for our souls and our bodies, in our pass- 
age through this world, to that of honour, 
glory, and immortality. In this confidence, 
we more particularly recommend this thy 
sick servant to thy infinite and most com- 
passionate mercy. Settle in his soul a stead- 
fast faith, that thou dost not willingly grieve 
the children of men, but intendest good to 
himj by this thy fatherly correction. And now 
since all other pleasures and enjoyments fail, 

TJ 2 
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kimj represent thyself more eflfectually imto 
hinij as the only support and stay of his hopei 
and rock of salvation. Wherein soever Ae 
hath neglected thee, or committed any ot 
fence against thee, make him deeply sen- 
sible of it, and hea^rtily sorrowful for all his 
transgressions. And as he earnestly desires 
pardon and forgiveness of thee, so work in 
him a serious resolution to live more circum* 
spectly arid righteously for the time to come. 
Assist him graciously, O Lord, that he may 
give a proof of his sincere intentions hereaf- 
ter to submit himself in all things to thy will, 
by his patient submission to thy fatherly 
correction. O, that he may so quietly, so 
meekly, so humbly, and cheerfully, resign fUg 
will unto thee, to suffer what thofu inflittest, 
that he may be the more disposed to do readily 
whatsoever thou * commandest. For which 
end, make him thoroughly apprehensive of 
thy sovereign power and authority over all 
creatures. Possess him with a great rever- 
ence of thy wisdom and justice, with an en- 
tire confidence in thy goodness and love, with 
a thankful remembrance of all thy past mer- 
ciies to Aim, that so he may the better endure 
\(fhat thou layest upon him at present, and 
may ever follow thy directions, and submit to 
thy orderS) and delight to do Ihy will, O God* 
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Bless the remedies Mrhicb are used for re««t 
ttoriDg him to his former health, that he may 
live to perform his duty with greater care : or, 
if thou hast otherwise appointed, accept gra-t 
ciously of his purposes of amendment, and 
dispose him to return back his spirit willingly 
unto thee who gavest it ; and with great hu- 
mility and deep sense of his own undeserv- 
ings, to expect thy mercy declared in Christ 
Jesus. Fix his mind steadfastly upon him, 
who hftth led the way through the grave unt^ 
heaven, that he may not he affrighted with 
the approaches of death, but, looking beyond 
it to that high and holy place, where the 
Lord Jesus is, may rejoice in hope of eternal 

And grant that every one of ua, in div 
best state of health, may consider perpetually 
how frail and weak we are : that sp we may 
not abuse ourselves by an intemperate use of 
any sensual pleasures, nor loadi our mind3 
.with the cares of this life, nor spend oijr days^ 
in a vain pursuit of the honour and glory of 
this world : but may passs aU the time qf our 
sojourning here, in fear; awi may ^ve so 
righteously and soberly in this present world, 
as becomes these who expect shortly to give 
an account ta thee, who wilt judge aU n^ea 
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according to their works. Htm ui, O Lord^ 
we most humbly beseech thee, through Christ 
Jesus our mercifiil and compassionate Re- 
deemer. Amen. 

Assist us mercifully, O Lord, in these our 
supplications and prayers, and dispose the 
way of thy servants towards the attainment 
of everlasting salvation, that among all the 
changes and chances of this mortal life, they 
may ever be defended by thy most gracious 
and ready help; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, Amen. 



(From Doctor Hammond.) 

X) Lord, bless, keep, and defend, this thy 
servant with thy heavenly grace and benedic- 
tion, that he may continue thine for ever, 
^nd daily increase in thy Holy ^Spirit mote 
and more, until he comes to thy everlasting 
kingdom* 

Let thy mighty hand and out-stretched 

' arm, O Lord, be ever his defence ; thy mercy 

and loving- kindness in Jesus Christ thy dear 

son, his salvation; thy true and holy word, 

his instruction ; thy grace and Holy Spirit, 
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his comfort and consolation, both now, and . 
at the hour of death. 

Now the God of peace, that brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jesds, that great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of 
the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in 
every good work to do his will, working in 
you that which is well-pleasing in his sights 
through Jesus. Christ; to whom be glory hr 
ever and ever^. Amen. 

* Heb. xiii.20,21. 
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PROPER PSALMS FOR THE SICI^ 

1- 

O Lord, rebuke me not in thine indignation: 
neither chasten me in tbydisples^ure^ Psatn^ 
«i» J. 

2 Have mexQj upon me, O Lord, for I am 
weak : O Lord, heal me, for my bones are 
vexed, J^salm vi, 2. . 

3 My soul also is sore troubled : but, Lord, 
bow long wilt thou punish me ? Fsqlvi vi, 3* 

4 Thine arrows stick fast in me : and thy 
band pressetb me sore, T^sulm xx^vwi* %• 

a There is no health in my flesh, because 
of thy displeasure : neither is there »ny rest 
in my bones, , by reason qf my sin. Psalff^ 
xxxviii. 3, 

6 For my wickednesses are gone ovpr jny 
head, and are like a sore burden too heavy 
for me to bear. Psalm xxxviii. 4. 

7 I am feeble and sore sn^itten : I have 
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roared for the very disquietness of my heart 
Psalm xxxviiia 8. 

. 8 My heart panteth, my strength hath fail- 
ed me, and the sight of mine eyes is gone 
from me. Psalm xxxviii. 10. 

9 Therefore is my spirit vexed within me } 
my heart within me is desolate. Psalm 
cxiii. 4. 

10 Turn thee, O Lord, and deliver my 
soul : O, save me for thy mercies' sake. 
Psalm vi. 4. 

11 Hide not thy i^ce from me in the time 
of my trouble: Incline thine ears unto me 
when I call ; O, hear me, and that right soon. 
Psalm cii. 2. 

12 For my days are consumed away like 
smoke; my heart is smitten down and wi- 
thered like gmss. Psahn cii. 3, 4. 

13f And that because of thine indignation 
and wrath : for thou hast lifted me up, and 
cast me dpwn. Psalm cii. IQ. 

I4f But I said, O my God, take me not 
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away in the midst of m j age ; forstJte nb not 
when my strength &ileth m^. Psabn cii. S4» 

15 Wherefore in thee, Lord, have' I ptat 
my trast : let me never be put to confosion. 
Psalm Ixxi. 1. 



JI. 



PSALM LI. 

• Have mercy upon me, O God, after thy great 
goodness : according to the multitude of thy 
mercies, do away mine offences. 

2 Wash methoroughly from niine iniquity : 
and cleanse me from my sin« 

3 For I acknowledge my faults : and my 
sin is ever before me. 

4 Against thee only have I skmed, and 
done this evil in thy sight : that thou might* 
est be justified in thy saying, and clear when 
thou art judged* 

5 Behold, I was shapen in wickedness, and 
in sin hath my mother concaved me« 
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6 But, lo, thou requirest truth in the in* 
ward parts : and thou shalt make me to un- 
derstand wisdom secretly. 

7 Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and 
I shall be clean : thou shalt wash me, and I 
shall be whiter than snow. 

8 Thou shalt make me hear of joy and 
gladness: that the bones which thou hast 
broken, may rejoice. 

9 Turn thy face from my sins : and put 
out all my misdeeds. 

10 Make me a clean heart, O God : and re* 
new a right spirit within me. 

11 Cast me not away from thy preBence: 
and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. 

12 O, give me the comfort of thy help 
again : and stabUsh me with thy free Spirit. 

13 Then shall I teach thy ways unto the 
wicked : and sinners shall be converted unto 
thee. 
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lit 



Hear ifty prayer, O Lord, and consider my 
desire ; hearken unto me for thy truth and 
righteousness'' sake. Psatmi cxliii. I. 

2 And enter not into judgement M^ith thy 
servant : for in thy sight shall no man living 
be juati^ed. Psalm cxliii. 2^ 

3 The sacrifice of God i$ a troubled spirit : 
a broken and contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not despise. Psalm \k 17% 

4 Lord, thou knowest all my desire : and 
my groaning i& not hid from thee*, Ps^lm 
jcxxviii. 9» . 

5 I stretch forth my hand unto thee : my 
soui gaspeth unto thee, as a thirsty land. 
P^alm cxliii. 6. 

6 Hear me, O I^ord, and that soon, for my 
spirit waxeth faint : hide not thy face from 
«e, kst I be like unto them that go dowa in- 
to the pit. Psalm cxliii* 7* 

7 Haste thee to help me, O Lord God of 
my salvation. Psalm xxxviii. 22. 
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8 For thou art a place to hide me in : thow 
shalt pre^ryc jne from trouble; thou shaljt 
compass me about with 3oiigs of deliverance. 
Psalm xxxii. Q. 

19 Into thy haods I commend iny spirit; 
for thou hast redeemed me, Q Lord Gq^ of 
tmth. Fsalm xxxi. 5. 

Qlory be to the Father, &c. 
As it was in the beginning, $cq. 

A Declaration of Forgiveness. 

(From Bishop Cosins.) 

I DO most humbly desire all, and every one, 
whom I have offended, that they would 
vouchsafe to forgive me: and I do freely and 
heartily forgive all the world, whereinsoever 
any hath offended me, or done me any man* 
ner of injury whatsoever, even as I desire to 
be forgiven of God, and to be absolved from 
my sins, for tlie merits of my blessed Re- 
deemen 
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OCCASIONAL 
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK. 



A Prayer for a Person in the Beginning of 
his Sickness. 

(From Bishop Taylor.) 

O Almighty God, merciful and gracious, 
who in thy justice didst send sorrow and 
tears, sickness and death, into the world, as 
a punishment for man^s sins, and hast com- 
prehended all under sin, and this sad covenant 
of sufferings, — not to destroy us, but that 
thou mightest have mercy upon all^ making 
thyjustice to minister to mercy, short affKc- 
tions to an eternal weight of glory ; as thou 
hast been pleased to turn the sins of this thy 
servant into sickness, so turn, we beseech thee, 
his sickness to the advantage of holiness and 
religion, of mercy and pardon, of faith and 
hope, of grace and glory. Thou hast now 
called him to suffer. Lord, relieve his sorrow 
and support his spirit, direct his thoughts and 
sanctify his sickness, that the punishment of 
his sin may be to him a school of virtue. 
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Make Mm behave as a son under discipline^ 
humUy apd obediently^ evenly and patienjtly, 
that Ac may be brought by this means nearer 
to thee ; that if he shall recover his former 
healthy he may return to the world with greater 
strength of spirit, to run a new race of stricter 
holiness, and more severe religion; or if he 
shall pass hence through the gates of death, 
he may rejoice in the hope of being admitted 
into that heavenly society, in which all thy 
saints and servants shall be comprehended 
to eternal ages. Grant this, for Jesus 
Christ s sake, our blessed Lord and Saviour. 
Amen. 



A Praytrfor Thankfulness in Sickness. 

O Gob, wonderful both in thy mercies and 
judgements, grant that the sense of thy ser- 
vant's present afflictions may not cause him to 
forget thy former mercies, which thou hast 
bestowed upon him : O, therefore, let the 
remembrance of those many and great bless* 
ings that Ae hath so long enjoyed at thy hand, 
be now the proper motives and incentives to 
the virtues of patience and humility, causing 
him cheerfully to resign himself to thy blessed 
will under all the dispensations of thy provi- 
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dence, though ^ever so hard ; and padendj^ 
to wait for the return of thy Idving-kiadnes* 
in Jesus, which is better than life. Amen» 



A Prayer for a Blessing on the Means vfied 
for a sick Persons Bj^covery^ . 

(From Mr. KettlewdL) 

O GRACioxIs Lord, by wbose word man 
lives, and not by any human means alone ; 
direct, we pray thee, the counsels of those 
who prescribe to this thy servant, and pros^ 
pei: the medicines which are used to procure 
him ease and strength ; but let not his con^ 
fidence in them lessen any thing o£ his de- 
pendence on thee, but make him sensible 
that every good gift is from thee, and that 
it is thou that givest us help in time of need* 
To whom, therefore, but to thee, should we 
flee in the day of our visitation? since it i? 
thy blessing only that maketh the means we 
use effectual ; and, however vain the use of 
them is without thee, if thou biddest them^ 
the things or accidents which we do not think 
of, or regard, shall recover us, Q, therefore, 
as their part, who administer to him, is the 
care, so let thine, O God, be the blessing, and 
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his the nomSorti and «s be r^fgandi them as 
thy instruments, so let him owa th^ fo? the 
Author of Ai5 mercies, and to thee give thanks, 
and pay hie vovr» and services : through our 
Lojrd and Saviour Jesos Cbrbt* Amm. 



A Prater for a sick Person when there ap- 
pears Mme Hope of Recovery. 

■(Fpoin Bishop Patrick.) 

Wc think thae^ O Fa^tber^ Lord of befive* 
and eaf4h« that thou hast heard ouc prayers 
for thine afflicted servant, and given him 
some respite and hopes of recovety from this 
great illness. Blessed be thy goodness, that 
he haidb not iBade his bed in the dust, but i^ 
likely to coaatimi^ still amongst us, in jh? 
land of the living. Bles^d be thy g€io4Be^ 
for so^eat (and bttJy fi«aex,pected) jmercy %q 
him. 

A&ii O thott ipr^server of man I who bast 
beguB to revive and quicken him ^gain ; ga 
on to f)erf€€t his c»re, and forsake not the 
work of tlqr own hands. Repair aU the decayj^ 
in his outward man^ that his mind roay alao 
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recover its former strength, to praise aiid 
bleas thy goodness to him. 

And visit Aim, in the mean time^ with thy 
heavenly consolation from above. Fill Mm 
with comfortable thoughts of thy love, and of 
the tender compassionate care which our 
Lord Jesus takes of all his afflicted servants. 
Endue him still with more patient submission 
to thy will, and enable him both quietly to 
wait upon thee, till thou hast finished his re- 
covery, and also to continue steadfastly re- 
solved to serve thee more faithfully with his 
restored strength, through Jesiis Christ our 
blessed Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 

Another^ in Behalf of the sick Person, when 
he finds any Abatement of his Distemper^ 

Accept, O Lord, of the unfeigned thanks of 
thy servant for abating the fury of Ais present 
distemper, and giving him some, hopes of 
Yaiaing him up again to praise thee in the 
great congregation. 

It is a great mercy ^ O Lord, and owing to 
thy goodness only, thai his senses are pre- 
served entire, and that he bath some respite, 
after so much uneasiness and pain, through 
the violence of his illness. 
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O perfect, if it be thy blessed will, what 
thou hast begun in Aim, and say to the dis- 
temper, " It is enough/^ 

Teach Aim hence to look up to thee con- 
tinually, as the rock of his salvation, whence 
only he is to expect comfort and support : and 
give him grace always to make such a right 
use of thy fevours that he may daily find 
himself surrounded by the Hght of thy coun- 
tenance, and enjoy the blessings of thy hea- 
venly benediction in all his ways, whether in 
adversity or prosperity, in sickness or in 
health. Even so, blessed Lord, continue to 
SMSsist, strengthen, comfort, and bless Aim, 
both now and for evermore, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 



A Prayer for One who is dangerously ill. 

O ALMIGHTY God, " gracious, and merciful, 
and long-suffering, whose compassions fail • 
not ;'' look down, we beseech thee, upon the 
low and distressed state of thy servant, now 
lying in the extremity of sickness. The harder 
Ms illness presses upon Am, the louder does 
it call upon thee for help. O be merciful 
therefore unto Aim, according to the necessity . 

X 2 
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pfkis case, and according to tke multitudiQ of 
thy tender naercies in Jesus Christ. Rebuke 
the distemper, that it prevail not over ^i» to 
death; but turn its rnalevolent aspect into a 
joyous expectation of life. In ais ^eatda^er 
as he is, yet if thou wilt, O Lord, we kaoW 
thou canst make hkn whole ; if thou speakest 
the word it shall be done. In submissioti, 
dierefore, to diy most wise and ^od dispoisal 
of all things, w« beg this mercy at tky hsuda^ 
that thou wouldest let " this'* bitter " cup 
pass away'' from thy servant, and cause "a 
way for'' him " to escape" out of this danger- 
ous condition. ^.^ O spare kim a iittle^ and 
his soul shall live." Amen. 



A Prayer for a sick Person when Sickness 
continues long upon him. 

(From Bidiop Fatriek.) 

Look down, O Lord, we humbly beseech thee, 
with an eye of compassion on thy poor dis- 
tressed servant, who hath lain so loEg ismder 
this severe affliction ; and by how much the 
otitward man is decayed and brought low by 
the tediousness of the distemper's continuix^ 
on him^ by so much the more do thou be 
pleased to support him in the inner man by 
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the gracious assistahcse of thy Holy Spirit 
Give him unfeigned repentance for all the 
errors oikh past life, and steadfast faith in thy 
Son Jesus Christ ; a comfortable assurance of 
the truth of all his precious promises, a lively 
hope of that immortal bliss in which be reigns 
for evermore, and a strong sense of thy fa- 
therly love to hintj and care over hhn^ which 
may mahe him heartily love thee, and en-i 
tirely confide in thee^ and absolutely resign 
both soul and body to thy wise disposal. 

We knowthere is nothing too hard for thee ) 
but that if thou wilt^ thou canst bring him up 
even from tlie gates of death, and grant him a 
longer continuance among us. May it be thy 
g^Qod pleasure, O most gracious God, still to 
continue him here ; spare him^ O Lord, and 
deliver him also speedily from this misery^ 
under which he hath so long groaned. Bless 
all the means that are used for his recovery, 
and for the support of his spirits, and give him 
refreshment during this tedious sickness. 
Release him from his pain, or grant him some 
ease, or else increase and strengthen Ai^ pa- 
tience. Help him^ in remembrance of thy 
past loving-kindness, to trust in thy goodness 
and submit to thy wisdom, and bear with an 
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equal mind what thou thinkest fit to lay upo6 
him; sothatapprovingAemse/f to thee in these 
and all other virtues, while thou triest him 
by so sore an affliction, he may say at the last» 
with the holy Psalmist, ** It was good for me 
that I was in trouble/' 

Unto thy infinite mercies we recommend 
himy and to the compassionate kindness of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who we hope will hear 
all the prayers of his friends for Am, every 
where, and send his Holy Spirit to be his 
comforter, and his good angels to be his 
guardians, and direct those who are to advise 
and prescribe the means ofhis restoration, and 
bring him to praise thee again in the as« 
semblies of thy saints upon earth; or (if thou 
hast otherwise disposed in thy wise counsels) 
to praise thee in the great assembly of saints 
and angels in heaven ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord and only Saviour, to whom with thee 
and the Holy Spirit be all praise, love, and 
obedience, world without eiid. Amen, 
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Prayer for the Grace of Patience^ and a 
suitable Behaviour in a sick Person to 
Friends and Attendants. 

Help thy servant, O thou merciful redeemer 
and lover of souls, to undergo this load of 
affliction, which thou hast laid upoii him^ 
with patience, " Lead him*' gently by the 
hand to " the waters of comfort,^' and let 
** thy rod'* and " thy staff support'' Am, now 
that he is obliged to " walk in the* valley and 
shadow of death/' 

< Let him consider thee, O blessed Jesus, in! 
all thy weary pilgrimage and sufferings herle' 
lipon earth, before thou enteredst iht6 glwy^' 
" that he he not weary and faint in his* 
mind/' ' — ^ 

' If relief does not come from thee so soon' 
as he expects or desires, enable him still to 
hold out with long-suffering, and to wait* 
with patience for it. Arid whatsoever thou 
doest with Aim, O Lord, \ethim be ^^ dumb, and 
not open his mouth'* to murmur or repine, be- 
cause it is " thy doing." Make him acquiesce 
and rest satisfied, even in the bitterest dispen- 
sations of thy providence ; and let no pains or 
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sufferings ever drive him from thee, consider- 
ing that no " temptation hath befallen hirn' 
But *^ what is^ common to men/' 

And, together with this patience towards 
thee» give kim patieiice, O oc^erciful Lord^ 
toward]^ all those who kindly and charitably 
minister to hinij and attend about him. 

Kge^ him from being bun>orsom«, and 
joying, cros&ness to their good counseb, or 
from^ bemg cevuselessly angry and eiice|)4:k>u» 
against their kind endeavours. If aay evil 
accidents or indiscretions happen, let him not 
presently be outrageous to aggrav^e than, 
or. ,break oot into any reprpaebful or uo- 
see^^ behaviiQur against tbeq^; but kt him 
he pleased with the least e;ipres^oiv of their 
kindness, and interpret every thing fkvottr- 
ably; and on all occasions let him make it Ai^ 
s^tudy to obdige tho^e M^haare obliging to A|rm 
ip thU tii;i5ie. of necessity^ receiving with thafcfe* 
fi^npsi^ thedr g^od o6&^es, and pi^ayiBg God 
to niw^ard thema^ far l^is Son Jesas: Chri$t*» 
sake* .Amen* 
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A Prayer far spirihiat Itaprommemt bg 

(From Dr. Inet.) 

O MERCIFUL Father, who scourgest those 
whoin thou lovest, and chastisest those whom 
thou wilt receive ; let thy loving correction 
purify thy servant, and make him great in thy 
favour hy his present humiliation. O let 
him learn " thy statutes'' in this school of 
" affliction :'* let him " seek thee early'' in it, 
and when his " heart is overwhelmed, lead him 
to the rock of salvation." 

Let thy ^^ rod" awaken him from his for- 
mer security in sin, and let him sensibly find 
that thou ** chastisest him for his profit, that 
he may be partaker of thy holiness." 

Teach him^ by this proof of thy fatherly 
correction, to be more dutiful for the time to 
come ; to repent of his former offences, and 
to " redeem the time past," by a double 
diligence for the future, if thou shalt in mercy 
raise him up again. Let the remainder of his 
life be thine, and let nothing separate Am 
from thy love and service, but let it be his 
whole care and study to provide oil for his 
lamp, and prepare for eternity ; that so " all 
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tfie days of his appointed time he may wait 
till his change come/^ and be ready when- 
soever his Lord shall call him. Amen. 



For a sick Person who is about to make his 
Will. 

O Lord, who puttest into our hearts good 
desires, and hast inclined thy servant to " set 
his house in order,*' as well in relation to his 
temporal, as his spiritual, concerns, grant that 
he may do it with exact justice, according 
to the rules of our own religion, and the dic- 
tates of right-reason. He unfeignedly thanks 
thee for thy great mercies, in having so 
liberally provided for Aim, that he may be 
rather helpful than chargeable to any, and 
die a benefactor, and not in debt. 

We charitably hope, that what he is now 
about to dispose of, was all procured by fair 
and righteous dealings, that he may com- 
fortably feel, that " it is more blessed to give 
than to receive/* 



Let him be ready, with good Z^ccheus, to 
make restitution in th^ best manner Ae is able, 
and to say with Samuel : . 
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^* Behold, here I am ; witness againsfc me 
before the Lord; whose ox have I taken, 
or whose ass have I taken, or whom have I 
defrauded? whom have I oppressed, or of 
whose hand have I received any bribe to 
Wind mine eyes therewith? and I will restore 
it/' 

Lord, give him streqgth to order all things 
in as due and regular a manner as if he were 
welL Let his memory be perfect, and his 
judgement so^und, and his heart so rightly 
disposed, that he may do nothing amiss, or 
through partiality, but that justice and inte- 
grity may be seen through the whole conduct 
of his will. 

(If ricfa^ add this.) 

Let the light of his charity likewise shine 
gloriously before men, that out of the abun- 
dance thou hast been pleased to bless him 
with, he may plentifully give to the poor and 
distressed, though no otherwise related to 
him but as they are members of Jesus Christ, 
and brethren and sisters of the same com- 
munion. 

Let him, O let him, now, O Lord, and at 
all times, if thou shouldst graciously conti- 
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irae Mm here aaj longer, make to ^ himself 
8ttch friends of the unrighteous mansmoniy 
that when tbe^e fatU they may receifve Am 
into everlasting habitations..'^ Amen. 



A Frayerfor a sick Fenitent. 

(From Mr, Kettlcwell.) 

Righteous art thou> O God, in all the paina 
and sorrows \ih'icb punish our ^na and try 
oitr patience, and we have none to accnse and 
complain of for the same but ourselves. This 
is the acknowledgement which thy servant 
makes, whom thou hast now afflicted. He 
receives it as the chastisement of a sinner, and 
is willing to bear chastisement for his sins, 
that he may thereby be reclaimed from 
them. Correct Aim, O Lord, that thou 
mayest not condemn him ; and let him be 
judged by thee for his sins, and judge himself 
for tliem here, that he may have nothing but 
mercy without judgement to receive at thine 
hands hereafter. 

But judge him^ O God, with mercy, and 
not in thine anger. Judge him not according 
as A?jsins have deserved, but according as his 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



317 

weakness can bear, and according asthyi 
passions are vont to mitigate thy judg^nents: 
and let his afflictions work m Mm a true te^ 
pentance, " not to be repented of/^ aod pro^^ 
a happy means, in the hand of thy mercy, to 
reclaim him perfectly from all the errors into 
which he hath fallen ; and to confer that rest 
and peace upon hi$ soul, which is denied to 
kis body ; for our dear Lord andSavidur Jea«6 
Christ's «ake. 



Thou smitest Aim, O gracious God, that thou 
mayest cure him ; and punishest his sin, that 
thou mayest thereby amend and reclaim the 
sinner: and he is weary of his sins, which have 
brought upon him allthese sorrows, and which, 
as be seems now deeply sensible, will bria^ 
infinitely worse, unless he prevent the same 
by his timely and sincere repentanoe. 

Help kim^ therefore, to search tbem out; 
and when he see& them, let Jwn Aot stop lat 
any one, but steadfastly resolve to renounce 
and amend aU : Let thy love make him h»U 
every evil way, and render^ purpose 2[gain#t 
them stroqg and resolute, andttox^areiAfuir 
fiUing the same, vigilant and patient; and 
grant that the remainder of kis dayjs «ay be 
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<me continual amendment of Ae^ former errors, 
and dedication of himself to thy service. He 
desires life, only that he may serve thee ; 
Lord, continue and confirm him in this pur- 
pose. 

Lord, cure his folly by his misery ; and 
teach him J by the loss of Ai« ease, to purchase 
the blessing of true repentance, and the com- 
fortable hopes of thy merciful acceptance 
thereof; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 



A Prayer for a sick Person who intends to 
receive the blessed Sacrament. 

O THOU infinite and eternal Spirit, from whom 
every good motion of our hearts proceedeth! 
who both quickenest the dead, and after thou 
hast given life, givest the increase : increase, 
we beseech thee, the good seeds of thy grace, 
which thou hast sown in the heart of thy 
servant, by inclining him to receive the sa- 
crament of the body and blood of our Lord, 
in which thou art more immediately present, 
to illuminate the faithful, and to comfort and 
refresh all that are " weary and heavy-laden 
with their sins.'' 
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O, cause thy face thus comfortably to shine 
upon thy distressed servant, who now intends 
to draw near to thee in this sacrament, as thou 
hast commanded Mm* 

Help Am, in the mean time, O Lprd,^ to 
fit and prepare himself for this holy coni^ 
munion : fill his soul \yith reverence and 
godly fear; with earnest desires and longings 
after divine life ; with serious repentance for 
all his past offences, and hearty resolutions of 
living for ever after unto Jesus, who died for 
him. O, let him meditate upon his bleeding 
Saviour with a " broken and a contrite heart,'' 
which thou hast promised " not to despise :" 
forgive him all that is past, and give Am grace 
for the future, to " live more soberly, righ-^ 
teously, and piously, in this present world/' 
if it shall be thy good pleasure to continue 
him in it. 



A Tray er for a sick Person that wants Sleep. 
(From Bishop Pttrick.) 

Adored be thy love, thy wonderful love, O 
most gracious God, who hast so many ways 
expressed thy bounty towards us. Thy nier*^ 
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cies in Ctirist Jeras MirpMs all xmt tiiM>ughts; 
-we are not able to namber ail tlie other 
blessings tboa bast bestowed apon as. How 
much do we owe thee for the qaiet sleep -of 
biit one night! We see, in this thy poot 
afflicted servant, how much we ought tothank 
th^ for this single blessing, that our eyes, 
when we would close them, are not held 
waking. 

Pardon, good Lord, our ingratitude for 
this and all the rest of thy undeserved mer^ 
cies : and be pleased graciously also to visit 
Mm, who still languishes on his sick-bed, 
looking up to thee from whom comedi our 
help. Renew his wasted spirits with i^om* 
fortable sleep ; compose Mm to a sweet and 
undisturbed rest ; refresh Mm thereby so 
sensibiy, that he may be restored to such a 
degree of strength, as may make him able, in 
some measure, affectionately to acknowledge 
thy goodness, when thou hast dealt so boun* 
tifuUy with Mm: or if thou delaye&t to bestow 
that blessing on him, in the multitude of Ms 
thoughts within Mm, let thy comforts delight 
his soul. If he still continues without any 
rest, grant that Ms mind may rest, and s£h 
pose itself in the bosom 6£ thy dearest love, 
and may feel tl^ most sensible consc^atioBB 
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from heaven, not only quieting, but greatly 
irejoicing kis heart. Preserve the use of his 
understanding, and let the enemy have no 
advantage of him ; but make him able to say, 
^ I will wait patiently for the Lord, till he 
incline his ear unto me, and hear my cry. — : 
O, hear his prayer, O Lord, and give ear 
unto his cry: O, spare Aim, that he may re- 
cover strength before he go hence* f for Jesus^ 
Christ's sake. Amen. 

Jk l^rayer to he said when the sick Person 
grows light-headed. 

(From Kshop Patrick.) 

O Lord, look down from heaven,in pity and 
compassion, upon this thine alSicted servant^ 
who is not able now to look up to thee : the 
more sorrowful his condition grows, the fitter 
ob^t he is of thine infinite mercies ; who 
acceptest, we humbly hope, of the submission 
he made of himself ^ in the beginning of his 
sickness, to thme almighty wisdom and good- 
ness. And t^relbre, srinee it is thy pleasure 
to saffer hiB distemper to proceed to this 
dangerous extremity, do thou no less gra* 

* Vm^JB si. lumd naiix. li^, is* 
Y 
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ciously love hinti and 4elight in Aim; than 
if he could still give up himself to thy blessed 
will. 

And hfiary O most merciful Father, mir 
prayers in his behalf, when he can no longer 
commend himself to thy mercies* Pardon^ 
good Lord, pardon all his sins; impute not 
to him any of his former follies; lay not to 
his charge his not improving, or misusing, his 
reason and understanding, which we earnestly, 
but humbly, entreat thee to restore to Aim, 
together with such a measure of thy divine 
grace, as may quicken and assist him .to em- 
ploy his thoughts to the best purposes, 
especially in meditating on thy mercies, in 
^udyirig thy praise, and in exhorting all otheris^ 
to love thee, to trust in thee, and sincerely 
abeytl^e. 

And while he renfains thus deprived of his 
reason, be pleased to quiet and compose his 
spirits, or to prevent all furious motions there, 
or quickly to abate such violent passions, if 
any arise : for which end, be. pledsed to re- 
move adl frightful imaginations far from hinkf' 
and suffer not the evil one. to approach him ; 
preserve him from doing any harm, either to 
himself ox to any others* *' Forsake him not. 
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O Lord our God, be not far from him. 
'Make haste to help himy O Lord our sal- 
vation*/' 



ever. 



So will we give thanks unto thee for 



: " We will still be praising thee, and show'- 
ing forth thy loving kindness to those who 
succeed us :"' • 

" That they may set their hope in thee our 
God, and not forget thy works, but keep thy 
commandments/' Amen. 

A Tray er for a. Person when Danger is ap^ 
prehended by excessive Sleep. 

(From Mr. Kettlewell.) 

O MERCiruL God, let not this deep sleep, 
which is fallen on thy servant, prove the sleep 
of death ; make it the sleep of a recovering 
person, to relieve and revive Aim : and awake 
Aim out of it in thy due time, to offer thee 
praise, and to labour still among us, in doing 
thee honour and service. 

* Psalm xxxviii. 21, 22. 
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But if thou art plea3ed t6 take kim to 
dijself. Lord) remfimher and accept of all ki$ 
former prayers and repentance, faitb and pa- 
tience. 

Look not upon his sins, but to pardon them ; 
nor on his weaknesses, but to pity them : and 
when he awakes in the next world, let him 
find himself surrounded with light and bliss, 
instead of gloominess and sorrow, and awake 
to eternal life. 

Lord, hear us for this thy weak serv^mt in 
distress. Hear our prayers for Aim, who 
seems not able now to offer up any prayers 
4k> t^e^ for h^ime^f. And accept both him 
and us to the blessed enjoyment of thy love ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



A TroAferfor a person fying insensible on^ « 
sick Bec(* 

O THOU Preserver of naen, who kno west the 
firailty of our Qonstitqtionfi; how soon our 
flfenses may fail us, and our upderstanding 
depart from us; to what accidents, distem- 
pers, and decays, our weak nature is subject ; 
even such as may make the most acute and 
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judicious quickly become as fbols; and the 
ablest and strongest, weak and insensible ;--^ 
look down, we beseech thee, upon thy ser** 
vant, who now lies in such a weak and 
insensible condition^ 

The less able he is to assist himeelf^ then 
more need hath he of our prayers, and of thy 
tendei* mercy to him. O thou great Creator 
of the world, who broughtest li^ht out of 
darkness, and madest all things out of no* 
thing, add canst restore our dead bodies agaia 
after they are mouldered into dust, be pleased 
to repel the clouds of darkness which now 
have taken away the light of our brother'^ 
understanding, and rendei^ him a companion 
for the dead« 

Chiicken him again, O Lord, and restore 
him to his former senses, that his soul may 
bless and praise thy holy name. 

Heap our petitions, O Lord, and receive 
our prayers for our htother^ that this image 
of death may not be converted into death 
itself, but that he may live to proclaim thy 
power, and to celebrate thy praises longer 
upon earth. 
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But if it be thy will to remove him hence 
in this insensible condition, O pardon, we be- 
seech thee, all his offences, and accept of the 
preparation and repentance that ke was able 
to make before the distemper prevailed upoii 
him in so deadly a manner. Receive him^ 
O Lord, into the arms of thy mercy, and 
accept Am, for thy well-beloved Son s sake ; 
that so this short night may quickly be turned 
into everlasting day; and, after these dark 
shadows are removed, he may find himself 
in a heaven of happiness, where, in ^^ thy light, 
he may see light'' for ever. Amen. 

A Prayer for one who hath been a notori&ushf 
wicked Liver^ 

O Lord God, of infinite goodness and com- 
passion, whose mercies are over all thy wor^^s; 
vho makest the sun to shine, and the rain to 
descend, upon the '* unjust'' as well as the 
^* just,'' and art kind even to the most unthank- 
ful ; we humbly beseech thee to look down 
in mercy upon this thy unworthy servant, 
who hath so long " trampled upon the 
riches of thy goodness, not knowing that it 
shall lead to repentancet" 

Let the rod, therefore, awaken him now 
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to a sense of his condition, whom thy good- 
ness bath not reclaimed, and let him still find 
mt- rcy at thy hands, notwithstanding his con- 
tinual abuse of it. 

Thou hast promised, O Lord, that, " when 
the wicked man turneth away from his wick- 
edness which he hath committed, and doeth 
that which is lawful and right, he shall save 
his soul alive/' O make good this thy pro* 
mise to thy servant here, who stands in so 
much need of it 

" Hide thy face from his sins, and blot 
out all his iniquities :'' though they be ** red 
as'scarlet,'' yet do thou make them " white 
as snow,'' by repentance, which we beg of 
thee to give Afni, and to accept, though late, 
through thine infinite merdes. 

Simon Magus, though in the ^ ga!A of 
bitterness, and the bond of iniquity,'* was 
exhorted to repent, and to pray for pardon ; 
and therefore we hope the gate of life is 
still open for our brother, though he hath 
50 long shut himself out of it, by going on 
in a course that leadje^ to the ** chambers of 
death.^ 
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Blessed Lord, let thy terrors at length 
^waken him out of this lethargical condition, 
before he is overtaken by thy judgements. 
Afflict him here, that thou mayest spare him 
hereafter. Soften his heart, that he may be- 
\¥ail Ms ill-spent hfe, like Mary Magdalen^ 
with tears of contrition. 

O quicken him to a sense of his duty, and 
oihis danger, before it be too late : and when 
thou bast brought Mm to his right mind, 
receive him^ we beseech thee, as the com- 
passionate father did his prodigal son, or the 
ahepherd his lost sheep. 

Thou, O Lord, who didst pardon the thief 
upon the cross, hear our prayers for our hrg* 
thevj in these his great, and, for any thing we 
know, his last agonies. 

And, as the fore-mentioned instances are 
lively significations of thine unbounded good- 
ness, and were written for our comfort and 
instruction, that none should despair of paK- 
don ; so with the greatest confidence w^ now 
recommend this our distressed brother to thy 
divine protection, beseeching thee to forgive 
iall that is past, and to receive him at last into 
thine " everlasting habitation.'" Amen* 
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A Tray er for One who is hardened and impe^ 
nitent. 

Lord God Almighty, who art the ^* Father of 
our spirits/' and who ^^ turneat the hearts of 
men as thou pleasest ; who hast mercy on whom 
thou wilt have mercy, and whom thou wilt 
thou hardenest /' let thy merciful ears be open^ 
we pray thee, to the supplications which we 
now offer to thy Divine Majesty, in the behalf 
of this thy servant, who appears insensible of 
his sin and folly, and on whom all means to 
lead him to repentance have hitherto seemed 
vain and ineffectual. Take from himy we 
humbly entreat thee, all ignorance and hard* 
aeas of heart : remove from fiim all prejudice 
against, and contempt of, thy sacred word 
and ministry : let him no longer '^ make a 
mock of sin,'' but be sensible that the wisdom 
be bas hitherto gloried in, is the greatest and 
most dangeroitts folly. Open thou his eyea, 
that he may ^^ see the wonderftil things of thy 
Jaw/' Show tby mercy upon Inm^ and grant 
him thy solvation. Convince him of the va^ 
nity and madness, aa well as danger, of hu^ 
past waysp 

, JJii understandings wefear, is now darke&ed. 
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and his heart hardened through the deceitful* 
ness of sin : O, do thou enlighten his dark 
mind, and let him at last see the beauties of 
holiness, which have so long been hidden from 
his eyes. Take from him this ** stony heart, 
and give him a heart of flesh/' Awaken his 
slumbering and inattentive soul, that it may 
dehght in things agreeable to its nature, and 
be employed in things that make for its 
everlasting peace. O give him understanding, 
and he shall yet live. Thou that canst revive 
souls which are dead in sin and trespasses, 
and make even such as lie in the grave of 
corruption to become glorious saints and even 
martyrs for religion, hear our prayers for our 
brother^ who seems to be on the brink of de- ' 
struction; and pity poor sinners that have 
not pity on themselves. 

It is the unhappiness of being long ac« 
customed to sin, that we are not soon made 
sensible of our errors, nor easily made to 
know them. It is the pride of our nature to 
be unwilling to acknowledge our faults, and 
to confess our sins : but let thy grace, O God, 
teach us to deny this ungodly lust. Do thou 
humble in us all high and vain imaginations; 
suppress all proud thoughts and haughty 
opinions of ourselves. Give us all (and par- 
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ticulady thy servant, for whom we are now 
interce<Jii)g) a sense of our own vileness ; give 
us unfeigned repentance for all the errors of 
our life past; that, being cast down, thou 
mayest raise us up,^ and become merciful to 
us, miserable sinners, * ^ 

Let us all find, by blessed experience, that 
** we grow, in grace,, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus ChristV and that " his com- 
mandnients'' are not " grievous^' to us, but 
rather the delight and dqsire of our souls ; 
that so at last we may be presented to him 
" holy and unblameable, and unreprpveable iq 
his sight/' Amen. 



A Vrayer for a sick Woman that is with 
Child. 

O God, the help of all that put their trust io 
thee, the support of the weak, and the relief 
of the needy ; look with pity upon this woman 
thy servant, who at best acknowkdgeth her- 
self but a weak and helpless creature, but 
much more so now in her present condition, 
when thou hast added weakness to weakness, 
and made her to travail with much sickness, 
together with the bu/den of child-bearing* . . 
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O Lord, b6 thott grtcioadly pl6a6ed t6 pt6^ 
portion thy strength to her weakness, and ai!^ 
pains and sorrow take hold upon her, inspir* 
her with fresh vigour and courage to rely upott 
thee, her only support in tim^ of n6ed, and 
the rock of her salvation. 

tet her not be disquieted with the feaf of 
any evil, since none can happen unto her 
without thy permission ; but give her grace, 
patiently to resign herself to thy blessed will 
in all things, who knowest what is best fof 
her, and wilt lay no more upon her, we trust, 
than thou wilt enable her to bear. 

Bring strength, O Lord, out of weakness, 
and health out of sickness ; and make her, in 
thy good time, a joyful mother of a hopeful 
child, which may do good in its generation^ 
and be an instrument of thy glory here, and 
It blessed inhabitant of thy heavenly kitigdofid 
hereafter. Amen. 

A Prayer for a Woman in the Time of her 
Travail. 

(From Bishop Patrick.) 

O MOIT Mighty Lord, who hast given us 
inntunerable pledges of thy love, and encour* 
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aged us to tru«t in thee for ever, aini to ex* 
pect with quiet and patient minds the issue 
of thy wise and good providence ; we most 
humbly commend thy servant, in this her ex- 
tfemity, to thy care and blessing; beseeching 
thee to give her a gracious deliverance, and to 
ease her of the burthen wherewith she labours. 
We ourselves are nK>numents of that mercy 
which we beg of thee. Thou didst preserve 
our weak and imperfect frame, before we were 
bom. Thou bast succoured and supported 
us ^ver since, many timep beyond our hopes^ 
and always beyond our deservings. We 
commit ourselves and every thing belonging 
unto us, most heartily into thy hands; remem- 
bering that thou hast the same power and 
goodness still, by which we came inta the 
light of the living. We cannot desire to be 
better provided for, than as thy infinite wis- 
dom judge th most convenient for us; unto 
that we refer ourselves, beseeching thee, if it 
be thy good pleasure, that her deliverance may 
be as speedy as her cries unt^ thee; or her 
patience as great and long as her pamsr« 
Thou who ripenest the fruits of the earth, and 
tb^i givest us the gathering of tliem to our 
comfort, blast not, we beseech thee, thpe fruit 
of the womb; but bring it to maturity, and 
delivtr it safe- into thy servant's hand bm^ ^ 
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new pledge of thy goodness to her, to be an 
instrument of thy glory, and a future comfort 
and blessing to thy serrant, who travails in so 
much pain with it now. Or if thou hast 
otherwise determined, Lord, give her grace to 
submit to thy holy will, and to rest satisfied in 
thy wise appointments, and never to distrust 
thy goodness and care over her. Hear us, O 
Father of mercies, and pardon hers and all 
our offences, and pity our infirmities: make 
us more thankful for what we have received, 
and more fit for the blessing which we now 
request; and prepare us for all thy future 
mercies, either in this life, or in the next, 
through thy infinite love and compassion 
declared to us, in Christ Jesus pur Lord. 
Amen. 



A Prayer for a Woman who cannot be deli- 
vered without Difficulty and Hazard. 

O Lord God of all comfort and consolation, 
who art the refuge of the distressed, and the 
help of all that depend upon thee; we thy 
unworthy servants do now offer up our sup* 
plications at the throne of thy majesty, in the 
behalf of this thy servant, who is in great 
pain and misery. Thou hast been plewed to 
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bring the child to the birth^ but there is not 
strength to bring forth. On this account^ thy 
servant is in violent agonies, crying out in her 
pangs, and pouring out her soul to thee in 
prayer. O grant that ** it may be in an ac- 
ceptable time/' 

** Thou art our salvation ; thou shalt pre- 
sence us from trouble ; thou shalt compass us 
about with songs of deliverance.'' O let thy 
servant feel these blessed effects of thy good- 
ness, and as thou hast brought to the birth^ 
enable her, we beseech thee, to bring forth^ 
that she may rejoice in the workmanship 
of thy hands, and tell of all thy wondrous 
works. 

Consider the low estate of thine handmaid, 
and deliver her soul from death, her eye» 
from tears, and her feet from falling. " Gra- 
cious art thou, O Lord, and righteoiis; tbpA 
preservest the simple, and helpest those that 
are in misery." Help thy servant therefdre 
now, we humbly entreat thee, who stands in. 
so much need of it. Accept her tears, and 
assuage her pain, as shall seem most expedient 
for her. And forasmuch as she putteth her 
whole trust in thee, give her strength and pa- 
tience proportionable to all her pains and 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



836 

* 

Bgotfie^ Support her spirits under tbeniy 
and, if tbou pleasest^ carry her safely tfarcKigb 
the lamey and ^^ make her to hear of joy and 
giadnessy that the bones wfaich thou hast 
broken may rejoice/' 

** Restore unto her, O Lord, the joy of 
thy salvation, and uphold hfer with thy free 
Spirit; then shall she teach transgressorsTthy 
way, and sinners shall be converted unto thee. 
Deliver her*' from this great affliction, " O 
God» tbou God of her salvatioai, and her 
tongue shall smg aloud of thy righteousness/' 

^ Tliy mercies and power are still the 
same, and will be the same for ever. O let 
them now be shown in this thy servant's de- 
livery, as. they have been formerly on the like 
oocaeion; diat so^ by having fresh instancear 
of thy loving kindness^ she may still praise 
lAiM moi^ and more. 

O perfect her repentance, and pardon her 
mks. Give her patience whilst sbe lives, and 
peace when she dies, and, after deaths the 
happiness^ of a blessed eternity, which thou 
hast pronufiied and prepared for all that lovei 

* This -IS to Be omittedi if it be the first xrhild. 
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and fear the6 ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



A Prayer for Grace and Assistance far a 
Womanj after Delivery ^ but still in 
Danger. 

(From Mr. Kettlewell.) 

O Father of mercies, what thanks can we 
worthily give unto thee for thine unspeakable 
goodness to this thy servant, and her helpless 
infant, and for the wondrous things which thou 
hast done for her ? The pangs of death com- 
passed her, and she found trouble and sorrow. 
The mouth of the pit was opened, and ready 
to shut itself upon her : but thou hast gra- 
ciously assuaged her pains, and turned het 
sorrows into joy. 

Lord, we will ever adore and magnify thy 
mercy, which has dealt so lovingly with her, 
and praise thy truth and faithfulness, which 
have not suffered her hopes to faih We will 
never forget how mindful thou hast been of 
the low estate of thy handmaid ; for she has 
been supported by thy power, O blessed God, 

z 
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in her greatest weakness. She has tasted thy 
goodness in the midst of all her pangs and 
sorrows. 

Perfect, O Lord^ that deliverance to her 
which thou hast most graciously begun, and 
let her not be lost, after the wonders which 
thou hast already done for her. 

Continue her patience, and her humble de- 
pendence on thee, under the pains and ac- 
cidents to which she is still exposed. Sup- 
port her spirits, and raise her up again in thy 
due time. Thy mercy and power are still 
the same, and will be the same for ever. O let 
them still be shown for her recovery^ as they 
have been already for her delivery; let them 
be shown upon her, that she may praise thee 
more and more. 

But if, in thy paternal providence, where- 
unto we pray she may willingly commit her- 
. self, thou hast determined otherwise concern- 
ing her, thy blessed will be done. Dispose 
her either to life or death, as thou pleasest, 
only in both to thy mercy: and whether 
living or dying, let her still please thee, and 
be thou her portion. O perfect her repentance, 
and give her patience whilst she lives, and 
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peace wheii she dies, and after that, the hap- 
piiiess of a blessed eternity, which thou hast 
prepared for all that truly fear thee ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

If the child be living, this may be added ; 

Preserve likewise her tender infant, O 
Father of mercies, and let its own weakness, 
and our cries, commend it to thy care. 

Keep it also afterwards in health and safety, 
and as it increases in years and stature, let it 
increase in wisdom, and in thy fear. We beg 
not for it wealth or greatness, but wisdom to 
know and to serve thee. For, O Lord, we do 
not desire life, either for ourselves or it, but 
that we may live to thee, and grow daily in 
love and thankfulness for all thy mercies, 
and in faith and patience, and all holy obedi- 
ence, which may fit us for the happiness which 
thou hast promised; through Jesus Christ 
•ur only Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 

Prayers for a sick CMld. 

[Visitation Office.] 

O Almighty God and merciful Father, to 
wbem alone belong the issues of life and death ; 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



340 

look down from heaven, we humbly beseech 
thee, with the eyes of mercy upon this child, 
now lying upon the bed of sickness : visit Aim, 
O Lord, with thy salvation ; deliver him in 
thy good appointed time from his bodily pain, 
and save his soul for thy mercies' sake ; that 
if it shall be thy good pleasure to prolorig his 
days here on earth, he may live to thee, and 
be an instrument of thy glory, by serving thee 
faithfully, and doing good in his generation ; 
or else receive him into those heavenly habi- 
tations, where the souls of them that sleep in 
the Lord Jesus enjoy perpetual rest and feli- 
city. Grant this, for thy mercies' sake; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



L^^'on^ Mr. KettlewelLJ 

Lord, pity the troubles and weakness of this 
infant, and pity our sorrows, who are afflicted 
with it, and for it. Ease it of its pains, and 
strengthen it when it lies struggling for life. 
Raise it up again, if it shall please thee, to 
grow in years and stature, in wisiipm and 
virtue; and thereby to comfort us, and glorify 
thee. 

We believe, O Almighty Father, that thou 
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knowest best what is fit, both for it and us, 
and wilt do what is fit for both, and therefore 
we leave it to thee, to dispose of it as thou 
pleasest. But whether it be to life or death, 
let it be thine in both, and either preserve it 
to be thy true and faithful servant her^ on 
earth, or take it to the blessedness of thy 
children in the kingdom of heaven ; through 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 



A Prayer for a Person who ^ from a state of 
Healthy is suddenly seized with the Sym* 
ptoms of Death. 

O MOST gracious Father, l^rd of heaven and 
earth, Judge of the living and of the dead, 
behold thy servants turning to thee for pity 
and mercy, in behalf of ourselves and this thy 
servant. It was but lately that we beheld 
him in as promising a state of health and 
life, as any one of us seems to be in at present, 
and therefore our concern is so much the 
greater to behold so sudden a change, and so 
unlooked-for an instance of our mortality. 

We know, O Lord^ thou canst bring back 
from the brink of the grave, and as suddenly 
raise thy servant again as thou hast cast him 
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down, and therefore we think it not too late 
to implore thy mercy upon him for his 
recovery ; at least we beg of thee to spare him 
a little, that he may recover his strength, and 
have time to make his peace with thee, " before 
he go hence, and be no more seen/' But if 
it be thy will to remove him at this time into 
another world, O let the miracles of thy com- 
passion, and thy wonderful mercy, supply to 
him the want of the usual measures of time, 
that he may fit himself for eternity. And let 
the greatness of his calamity be a means to 
procure his pardon for those defects and degrees 
of unreadiness which this sudden stroke hath 
caused. And teach us all, we beseech thee, 
from this unexpected fate of our brother^ to be 
continually upon our guard, and to watch and 
pray, since we know not the hour when the 
" Master of the house cometh,*' whether 
" in the evening, or at midnight, or in th^ 
morning/' 

Lord, thou hast now called thy servant be- 
fore he was aware of it ; O, give him such a 
great and effectual repentance in this exigence, 
that in a short time it may be sufficient to do 
the work of many days. Thou regardest, O 
Lord, the sincerity of our hearts more than 
the measures of time, in our conversion ; ac* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



343 

cept therefore, we beseech thee, the few 
minutes of thy servant's unfeigned tears and 
humiliation for his sins, as if they were hours 
and days of a longer preparation ; and let it 
be thy pleasure to rescue him from all the 
evils he deserves, and all the evils he fears, 
that in the songs of eternity, which angels 
and saints shall sing to the glory of thy name, 
this also may be reckoned amongst thine in- 
valuable mercies, that thou hast redeemed 
his soul from death, and made him partaker 
of eternal life; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

A Frayer for a sick Person, when there ap* 
peareth small Hope of Recovery. 

[Visitation Office.] 

O Father of mercies and God of all com- 
fort, our only help in time of need ; we fly 
unto thee for succour in behalf of this thy 
servant, here lying under thy hand in great 
weakness of body. • Look graciously upon 
him, O Lord, and the more the outward man 
decayeth, strengthen him, we beseech thee, 
so much the more continually with thy grace 
and Holy Spirit in the inner man. Give him 
unfeigned repentance for all the errors of hi$ 
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life past, and steadfast faith in thy Son Jesus, 
that his sins may be forgiven and his pardon 
iealed in heaven, before he go hence, and 
be no more seen. We know, O Lord, 
that there is no work impossible with thee, 
and that, if thou wilt, thou canst even y%t 
raise him up, and grant him a longer conti- 
nuance among us. Yet forasmuch as in all 
appearance the time of his dissolution draw- 
cth near, so fit and prepare him^ we beseech 
thee, against the hour of death, that after his 
departure hence in peace, and in thy favour, 
his soul may be received into thine ever* 
lasting kingdom ; through the mediation of 
Jesus Christ thy Son, our Saviour. Amen^ 



A general Trayer for Treparation and Rea^ 
diness to die. 

Lord, " what is our life, but a vapour, which 
appeareth for a little time, and then vanish- 
eth away ?'' Even at the longest, how short 
and transitory ! and when we think ourselves 
mos,t secure, yet we know not what a day may 
bring forth ; nor how soon thou mayest come 
before we are aware, to call us to our last 
account. 
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Quickly shall we be as water spilt on the 
ground, which cannot be gathered up again. 
Quickly shall we be snatched away hence, and 
our place here shall know us no more. 

Our bodies shall soon lie down in the 
grave, and our souls be summoned to appear 
before the tribunal of Christ, to receive our 
everlasting doom ; and yet, O Lord, how do 
the genierality of mankind live in this world, as 
if they were never to leave it ! How unmindful 
are we all of our departure! how improvident 
of our time ! how careless of our souls, and 
negligent in our preparations for eternity! so 
that thou mightest justly cut us off in the 
midst of our sins, and our unpreparedness to 
appear before thee. But, O God of all com- 
fort and mercy, remember not our sins against 
thee, but remember thy own love to us in 
Jesus Christ, and thy tender mercies which 
have been ever of old. O, remember how 
short our time is, and " so teach us to num- 
ber oiir days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom."' 

In the days of our health and prosperity, 
let us, from the example of our brothers 
weakness, remember our own approaching 
fate ; ^nd let Aim, from the sudden change of 
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health to sickness, consider how few and evil 
all hU days have been, and that there is no 
satisfaction in any thing, but- in knowing thee, 
O God, Lord, what have we to do in this 
world, but to devote ourselves wholly to thy 
service, and to make ready for the world to 
come ? O, that we may all of us be mindful 
of this " ope thing necessary,'* that we may. 
finish our " work,"' before we finish our 
" course/' 

• Quicken thy servant, O Lord, into a pow- 
erfiil and serious consideration of these things, 
now thou hast brought him into raor^ inti- 
mate acquaintance with them. Instruct and 
assist him in this great work of preparation 
to die. Show him how to do it, and help him 
with good success to perform it, that when 
the time of his dissolution draweth near, he 
may have nothing else to do, but to resign 
himself willingly and cheerfully into thy 
hands, as into the hands of a merciful Crea- 
tor, there to remain with thee for ever in that 
blessed place where sin and sickness am) 
death shall be no more. Amen. 
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A commendatory Tray er for a skk Person at 
the point of Departure. 

' [Visitation Office.] 

O Almighty God, with whom do live the 
spirits of just men made perfect ; we humbly 
commend the soul of this thy servant our 
dear brother into thy hands, as into the 
hands of a faithful Creator and most merciful 
Saviour; humbly beseeching thee, that it 
may be acceptable in thy sight. And teach 
us, who survive, by this and other daily in- 
stances of mortality, to see how frail and un- 
certain our own condition is, and so to num- 
ber our days that we may seriously apply our 
hearts, to that holy and heavenly wisdom, 
which may bring us to life everlasting; 
through Jesus Christ thy Son, our Lord. 
Amen. 



A Litany for a sick Person, at the tim€ of 
Departure. 

{J^vom Bishop Andrews.) 
O God, the Father of heavep, 
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Have mercy upon him : 

Keep and defend him. 

O God the Son, Redeemer of the worlds 

Have mercy upon him : 

Save and deliver him. 

O God the Holy Ghost, proceeding from 
the Father and the Son, 

Have mercy upon him : 

Strengthen and comfort him. 

O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, 

Have mercy upon him. 

Remember not, Lord, his offences; call 
not to mind the offences of his forefathers ; 
but spare Aim, good Lord, spare thy servant^ 
whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious 
blood, and be not angry with him for ever. 

From thy wrath and indignation; from 
the fear of death ; from the guilt and burden 
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of his slns^ and from the dreadful Mntence of 
the last judgement ; 

Good Lord, deliver him. 

From the sting of conscience ; from impa- 
tience, distrust, or despair ; and from the ex- 
tremity of sickness or agony, which may any 
ways withdraw his mind from thee: 

Good Lord, deliver him. 

From the powers of darkness ; from the il- 
lusions and assaults of our ghostly enemy ; 
and from the bitter pangs of eternal death; 

Good Lord, deliver him. 

From all danger and distress; from all 
terrors and torments; from all pains and 
punishments, both of the body and of the 
soul ; 

Good Lord, deliver him. 

By thy manifold and great mercies ; by 
4:he manifold and great mercies of Jesus 
Christ thy Son; by his agony and bloody 
sWeat ; by bis strong crying and teari ; by 
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his bitter cross and passion ; by hh resurrec- 
tion and ascension ; by his intercession and 
mediation; and by the graces and comforts 
of the Holy Ghost ; 

Good Lord, deliver him. 

In this time of extremity ; in hu Isat and 
greatest need ; in the hour of death, and in 
the day of judgement ; 

Good Lord, deHver Mm. 

We sinners do beseech thee to hear us, O 
Lord God ; that it may please thee to be hiz 
defender and keeper ; to remember him with 
the favour thou bearest unto thy people, and 
to visit him with thy salvation : 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please thee to save and deli- 
ver his soul from the power of the enemy, to 
receive it to thy mercy, and to give him a 
quiet and joyful departure : 

* W6 beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please thee to be merciful, 
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and to forgive all the sins and offences, which 
at any time of his life he hath committed 
against thee: 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord, 

That it may please thee not to lay to his 
charge, what in the lust of the flesh, or in 
the lust of the eye, or in the pride of life, he 
hath committed against thee : 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please thee not to lay to his 
charge, what in the fierceness of his wrath, or 
in vain and idle wofds, he hath committed 
against thee : 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please thee to make him par- 
taker of all thy mercies, and promises, in 
Christ Jesus: 

W^ beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please thee to grant his body 
rest and peace, and a part in the blessed re- 
surrectipn of life and glory : 
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We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please thee to vouchsafe his 
soul the enjoyment of everlasting happiness, 
with all the blessed saints, in thy heavenly 
kingdom : 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

Son of God, we beseech thee to hear us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest. away the 
sins of the world ; 

Grant him thy peace. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the 
sins of the world ; 



Have mercy upon him. 

> as in p. 354. 



O Saviour of the world, &c. 
Under thy gracious, &c. 



JForm of recommending the Soul to God^ in 
her Departure from the Body. 

(From Bishop Cosins.) 

Into thy merciful hands, O Lord, we com- 
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mend the aoul of this thy servant, now de^ 
parting from the body. Receive Awn, we 
humbly beseech thee, into the arms of thy 
mercy, into the glorious society of thy saints 
ki heaven. Amen. 

God the Father, who hath created thee ; 
God tiie Son, who hath redeemed thee ; God 
the Holy Ghost, who hath infused his grace 
into thee ; be now and evermore thy defence, 
assist thee in this thy last trial, and bring 
thee to everlasting life. Amen. 

(From Bishop Taylor.) 

I. 

O HOLY and most gracious Jesus, we hum^ 
bly i^ecommend the soul of thy servant intd 
(tiy hands, thy most merciful hands: let iky 
blessed ang^s stand in ministry about thy 
servant, and protect him in Ms departure. 
Amen. 

Lord, receive the soul of this thy servant: 
enter not into judgement with him; spiare 
him whom thou hast redeemed with thy niost 
f>re^iou3 Wood, and deliver him frirm all evil 
and mmlmfy fronst the cr^ta and ftafanks iif 

.2a 
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the devil, from the fear of death, and from 
everlasting condemnation. Amen. 

III. 

Lord, impute not unto him the follies of his 
youth, nor any of the errors of his life ; but 
strengthen him in his agony, and carty him 
safely through the last distress. Let not his 
faith waver, nor his hope fail, nor his charity 
be diminished; let ^im die in peace, and rest 
in hope, and rise in glory. Amen. 

O Saviour of the world, who by thy cross 
and precious blood hast redeemed us ; save 
and help this thy departing servant, we hum- 
bly beseech thee, O Lord. Amen. 

Unto thy gracious mercy and protection we 
commit him. O Lord, bless him, and keep 
him. Make thy face to shine upon him, arid 
be gracious unto him. Lift up thy counte- 
nance upon Aim, and give him peace, both 
now and evermore. Amen. 

A consolatory Form of Devotion that may be 
used with the Friends or Relations of tJie 
Deceased. 

." Sorrow not, brethren, for them which are 
'asleep, even as others, who have no hope. 
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" For if we believe that Jesus died, and 
fose again; even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus, will God bring with him'^ 1 Thess. iv. 
13, 14. 

" It is the Lord, let him do what seemeth 
good unto him/' 1 Sam. iii. 18. 

"The righteous is taken away from the 
evil to come/' Isaiah Ivii. 1. 

" Though the righteous be prevented with 
death, yet shall he be in rest. 

" The honourable age is not that which 
standeth in length of days, nor that which is 
measured by number of years : 

" But wisdom is the grey hair unto men, 
and an unspotted life is old age.'' Wisd. iv. 
7, 8, 9. 

" Precious in the sight of the Lord, is the 
death of his saints." Psalm cyvi* 15. 

" Yea, blessed are the dead, which die in 
the Lord; even so saith the Spirit; for they 
rest from their labours/' Rev^ xiv. 13. 

2 a2 
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Let us pray. 

Lord have mercy upon us. 
Christ have mercy upon us. 
Lord have mercy upon us. 

Our father which art in heaven: hallotred 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done in earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive them that tres* 
pass against us. And lead us not into temp- 
tation, but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

^ Lord, thou hast been our refuge fyom one 
generation to another. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or ever the earth and the world were made, 
thou art God from everlasting, and world 
without end. 

Thou tumest man to destructioQ; again 
thou sayett. Come again, ye childmD of 
men. 

For a thousand years in thy si^t are but 
as yesterdays seeing diat is past as a watch 
in the nights 
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As soon as thou scattereat them, they are 
leven as a sleep, and hde away suddenly like 
the grass. 

lo the morning it is green, and groweth 
vp ; but in the evening it is cut down^ dried 
up, ^nd withered. i 

For we consume away in thy displeasure, 
and are afraid of thy wrathful indignation. 

Thou hast set our misdeeds before thet, 
and our secret sins in the light of thy coun* 
tenance. 

For when thou art angry, all our days are 
gone; we bring our years to an end, as it 
were a tale that is told. 

So teach us to number our days, that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 

Turn thee again at last, and be gracious to 
thy servants. 

Comfort them again, now after the time 
that thou hast afflicted them, and for the pre* 
sent occasion, wherein they suffer adversity. 
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O satisfy them with thy mcrdy, and that 
soon ; so shall they rejoice, and be glad all the 
days of their life/' 

Most just art thou, O God, in all thy deal- 
ings with us, " our punishment is less 
than dur iniquities deserve;'* and therefore 
we desire to submit with all humility and pa- 
tience to this dispensation of thy divine pro- 
vidence. Be pleased so to sanctify it to this 
fkmily, that thy grace and mercy may more 
abundantly flow upon thy servants. Thy 
property it is to bring good out of evil ; O 
turn that evil, which is now befallen this 
house, to the benefit of every one of us, that 
so we may be able to say, from happy expe- 
rience, that " the house of mourning is bet- 
ter than the house of feasting,'* while the 
death of our brother^ through thy blessing, 
shall conduce and minister to our spiritual 
advantage. 

Let the sight of his change make us the 
jaaore mindful of our own, and the sense of 
our loss make us cleave more steadfastly to 
thee, O God. Let the remembrance of his 
virtues make us follow his example, and the 
hope we have pf his being blessed, cause us 
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to " press/' with the more earnestness, " to- 
wards the mark, for the prize of our high call- 
ing in Christ Jesu9/' 

Thou knowest, O Lord, the weakness and 
frailty of our nature, and therefore we be- 
seech thee to give thy servants, who are more 
nearly concerned in this visitation, a constant 
supply of thy good Spirit, to enable them to 
bear it with humility, patience, resignation, 
and submission to thy divine will, as be- 
cometh the Gospel of Jesus Christ. O 
that no repining thoughts may rise in their 
hearts to discompose their duty towards 
thee, or towards their neighbour: but help 
them rather to think wherein they have of- 
fended thee, and carefully to amend it : to 
place their afiections more steadfastly on 
those immoveable things which are above, 
and freely resign all their thoughts and de- 
sires unto thee ; saying, with holy Job, " The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, 
blessed be the name of the Lord/' And let 
the death of thy servant strike us all with 
such a lively sense of our mortality, as may 
cause us so thoroughly to die to sin, and live 
to grace, that when we die,^ we may rest in 
him, a§ our hope is this our brother doth. 
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We evidently see ^^ tbet death u the etA 
•fall men ;'' grsMoit us therefore grac^ to lajr 
it to heart, to despise the wofld, ^* to abhor 
that which is evil, and cleave to that which is 
good ;^^ to delight in thy word, to study thy 
virill, to observe thy law, and to take all pos^ 
sible care to promote thy honour, and our 
own salvation } that when ^ we go the way 
of all earth, we may be comforted by thy proi* 
sence,^' and admitted into thy heavenly king** 
dom. Amen. 

Assist us mercifully, O Lord^ in these our 
(Mipplications and prayers^ and dispose the 
¥^ay of thy servants towards the attainment 
df everlnsting salvation ; that, among all the 
changes and chances of this mortal life, they 
may ever be defended by thy most graciouf 
and ready help ; through Jesua Christ our 
Lord^ Amen. 

The Lord bless us and keep us, the Lord 
lift up the light of his countenance upon us^ 
and give us peace, now and for evermoft* 
Amem, 
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OCCASIONAL PRAYBRS AND 1>BTOTIONS 
FOR THE SICK AND UNFORTUNATE IN 
EXTRAORDINARY CASES* 

A Trayerfor a Person whose Illness is eMefly 
brought on hkn ly some calamitous Di^ 
aster or LosSj as of Estate, Relations, or 
Friends, Sf^c. 

(From Bishop Patrick.) 

O MOST gracious and glorious God, auprerae 
Judge and Governor of the ii^orld, ** in whom 
we live, and move, and have our being/' and 
from whom all the blessings we enjoy, and 
" every good and per&ct gift cometh,'' grant 
us, we humbly beseech thee, such a measure 
of thy grace, that whenever thou art pleased 
to remove any of thy blessings from us, we 
may bear it with a perfect resignation to thy 
divine will ; and with all patience, humility, 
and contentedneas of spirit, consider how uii*> 
worthy we are of the least of thy mercies. 

More particularly, O Lord, we beseech 
thee to give this peaceableness, and content- 
edness of mind, to this thy servant, whom 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



362 

thou hast so sensibly afflicted, by taking so 
near and dear a blessing from him. O give 
fiim such a portion of thy blessed Spirit, ^nd 
such ?k lively sense of hi$ duty^ that he may 
have power to surmount all the diflSculties he 
labours under, and freely to resign all his 
thoughts and desires unto thee, submitting 
himself entirely to thy good providence, and 
resolving by thy gracious assistance, to rest 
contented with whatsoever thou in thy wis- 
dom appointest for him. Thou knowest, O 
Lord, the weakness and frailty of our na- 
ture, and therefore be pleased to comfort him 
in this bed .of sickness: establish him with the 
light of thy countenance : and grant that no 
repining thoughts may increase his illness, 
or discompose his duty towards thee, or his 
neighbour: but enable Aw to think wherein 
he hath offended thee, and carefully to 
amend his errors; to set his affections on 
things above, and not on things below, and 
to lay up for himself treasures in heaven, 
even the treasures of a good life, which no 
disasters or calamities shall ever be able to 
take from him. Grant this, O heavenly Fa- 
ther, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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A Trayerfor a Person who hy any QalamU 
tous Disaster hath broken any of his Bones^ 
or is very much bruised and hurt in his 
fiody. 

(From Mr. Jenks,) . 

O Lord, the only disposer of all events, thou 
hast taught us that ^^ affliction cometh not 
forth of the dust; neither doth trouble 
spring out of the ground ;' but that the dis^ 
asters which befall us are by thy appoint- 
ment. Thou art just in all thou bringest upon 
us : and though thy " judgements are fer 
above out of our sight,** yet we know " that 
they are right, and that it is in very faith- 
fulness thou causest us to be afflicted/' 
" Why then should a living man complain, a 
man for the punishment of his sins?** Let 
these considerations prevail with thy servant 
to submit to thy dispensations. Make him 
resolve to bear the effects of thy displeasure, 
and to consider it as the just desert of his sinsv 
O Lord, give him patience and strength, and 
grace, proportionable to this great trial; pud 
enable him so to conduct himself under it, 
that after the affliction is removed he may 
find cause to say, " it was good for him to 
be afflicted/* Thou that hast torn and smitten, 
thou art able to heal and to comfort. Be 
pleased to remember him in this hi$ low 
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e»tate« Caua^ kirn to '^ search and try Aj« 
ways, aiid turn to tbee» and bring forth froits 
meet for repent^ce/' 

We know, O Lord, thou canst raise him up 
from the deepest afHiction : O, let it be thy 
gracious will, to glorify thy power and mer* 
cy in hi$ recovery ; or, however thou shall 
think fit to dispose of this " vile body," grant 
Aim, O God, a mind entirely resigned to thy 
will, and satisfied with thy dispensations. O, 
make this calamity the messenger of thy 
loTe to his soul, and the happy means of hU 
conversion : through Jesus Christ. Amen* 



'&^ 



A Tray er for a Person that is afflicted with 
grievous Pains of his Body. 

(From Mr. Jenks.) 

O LoED, thou art a merciful God, and doiit 
not willingly afflict the children of men ; but 
when necessity requires, thou chastisest m 
for our profit, that we may be partakers of 
thy holiness. Remove, we beseech thee, this 
affliction from thy servant, or enable him to 
bear what thou art pleased to lay upon him 
Lord, all his de^re is before thee, and hi$ 
groaning is not hid from thee. Regard his 
affliction, when thou heareat his cry. £nter 
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not into judgement with Arm, nor dftaL with 
him according to his sins^ but according to 
thj mercy in Jesus Christ. O gracious Fe^ 
ther^ sanctify to him what thou bast laid upon 
hiniy that At> present affliction ms^y work out 
for him an eternal weight of glory. Support 
him under his pains, till it shall please thee to 
grant him ease and comfort. Aad» howeirer 
thou sbalt deal widi him^ let him not repine 
at thy correction, nor sin in charging tbee 
foolishly. Make him sensible, that thou do* 
est nothing but what is wise and just; nothing 
but what thy servant shall one day have 
cause to bless and praise thee for doing. And 
let this consideration teach Ai^/i to glorify thee 
in the time of his ri^tation, by an humble 
«ubmission to thy will, and a sincere referma«> 
tion under thy providential dispensations; 
that tho«imayest visit him in mercy and love, 
show him the joy of thy salvation ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lovd. Amen. 

A Prater for one who is troubled with acute 
Pains of the Gout^ Stone^ CoUd^ or any 
other bodily Distemper. 

^rom Mr. Splnkes.) 

.0 m98«« Oodi who dost not willingly af^ 
flict the children of men ; withhold not,, we 
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beseech thee, thy assistance from thiis thy 
servant in the extremity of his pain. His 
sorrows are increased, and his soul is full f of 
trouble. He has none to flee unto, for the 
ease and mitigation of his agonies, but to 
thee, O Lord. He freely owns that his suf- 
ferings are infinitely less than he has deserv- 
ed ; yet, since they pierce deep, and are be- 
come almost too heavy for him to bear, we 
presume to call upon thee for aid; and to. en- 
treat thee, not to punish him according to his 
deserts. ** For if thou shouldest be extreme 
to mark what is done amiss, OLord, who may 
abide it?'' Spare him therefore for thy mer- 
cy's sake ; and correct him " not in thine an- 
ger, lest thou bring him to nothing/' Endue 
iiim with that patience which may enable him 
eheerfuUy to submit to thy chastisement; 
^nd grant him an unfeigned repentance for 
all his sins. Comfort his soul, which melt- 
eth away for very heaviness, and let thy lov^ 
ing mercy come unto him. Sanqtify this thy 
fatherly correction to him^ that it may be for 
thy glory, and disadvantage* And when thy 
gracious ends in afflicting him shall be ac- 
complished, which we know are not for " thy 
pleasure," but for his profit, give Aim, we be- 
seech thee, a fresh occasion to rejoice in thy 
"saving health; through Jesus Christ ouf Lord. 
Amen. 
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A Prayer for a Person in the SmalUPox^or 
any such-like raging infectious Disease. 

O GRACIOUS and merciful Father, the only 
giver of health, look down, we beseech thee, 
with an eye of compassion, upon thy misera- 
ble and disconsolate servant, from whom thou 
hast taken this great and valuable blessing ; 
and, instead of it, hast filled every part of 
his body with a sore disease. 

Teach hiniy O Lord, and teach us all from 
hence, to consider how soon the beauty of 
life is blasted, like a flower, and our " strength 
dried up like a potsherd,'' that we may not 
put pur trust in any of these transitory things, 
but in thee only, the living God, who art 
able to save and to destroy, to kill and to 
make alive. 

Our brother^ whoni we now behold a spec- 
tacle of misery, was lately, like one of us, ia 
perfect health. But now " thou makest Ms 
beaiuty to consume away, as it were a moth 
fretting a garment. Thine arrows stick fast 
in him^ and thy hand presseth him sore ; so 
that there is no soundness in his flesh, because 
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of thine anger ; neither is there any rest in 
his bone3 by reason of hi^ akn. 

** O, reject him not utterly, but take thy 
plague away from him. Return^ O Lord, and 
that speedily : for his spirit failetfa. O le^Lve 
him not in his distress : for though the world 
may forsake him^ his sure trust is in thee. 
To thee, O Lord, does he cry ; to thee doth 
he stretch forth his hands ; kis soul thirsteth 
after thee as a barren and dry land. Lord, 
all his desire is before thee, and his groaning 
is not hid from thee. Comfort him therefore 
jigain now after the time that thou hast af^ 
flicted him, and for the days wherein he hath 
suffered adversity •'* 

Put a stop, O Lord, we heseech thee, to 
this raging infection, and say to the de- 
stroying s^ngel, ** It is enough.*' Protect us 
under the shadow of thy wings, that we may 
not " be afraid of any terror by night ; nor for 
the arrow that flieth by day ; nor for the pes- 
tilence that walketh in darkness ; nor for the 
sickness that destroyeth in the noon day;** but 
that) with ease in our minds, and healdi id 
our bodies, we may serve thee cheerftiUy all 
the days pf our life ; throu^ Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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A Prayer for a Person in a Consumption^ or 
any lingering Disease. 

(From Mr. Jenks.) 

O MERCIFUL God, thou hast long kept thy 
servant under thy chastening hand ; thou hast 
made him acquainted with grief; and his sick- 
ness is even become his familiar companion : 
yet, O blessed Lord, grant that he may not 
be impatient under thy chastisement, who 
art pleased to wait so long for the return of 
a sinner : but let him ren^embei* that thou 
hast kind intentions, even in thy bitterest 
dispensations : that thou *^ chastenest him 
whom thou lovest, arid scourgest every son 
whom thou receivest/' Teach Aim, O gra- 
cious Father, to see love in thy rod, and jus- 
tice in all thy dealings ; that Ae may humble 
himself under thy mighty hand ; that he may 
think it good for him to have been afflicted, 
and patiently wait for thy loving kindness. 

Yet, that his faith may not fail, nor his pa- 
tience be overcome, give him ease and relax- 
ation from his pain, and a happy conclusion 
. of *his long visitation. In the mean time, 
grant that he may neither despise thy chas- 
tening, nor faint und^r thy rebukes ; but em- 
ploy the time which thou lendest, and im* 

2 B 
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prove the affliction which thou continuest^ 
as a gracious opportunity for his spiritual ad- 
vantage ; that under the decays of the body, 
the inner man may be renewed day by day ; 
and that whatever appertains to his everlast- 
ing salvation may be promoted and perfected 
through the riches of thy grace, and the mul- 
titude of thy mercies in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer for a Person who is lame in his 
Sickness. 

(From Mr. Lewis.) 

O ALMIGHTY God, who '^ art eyes to the 
blind and feet to the lame/' have pity, we en- 
treat thee, on thy servant : help him in his 
distress, and bless, we pray thee, the means 
made use of for his cure. Make him sensi- 
ble of thy design in visiting him with this af- 
fliction ; cause him to remember, how in his 
strength and health he followed his own de- 
vices, and the desire of his own heart ; and 
let him see, that thou hast lifted up thy hand 
against him for this very purpose, that he 
may learn to walk more humbly with thee, 
and turn his feet to thy testimonies. IJeli- 
ver him from the painful confinement under 
which he labours, and grant him again the 
happiness of enjoying the comforts of life, 
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and of worshipping thee in thy sanctuary^ , 
with the " -voice of joy and praise/' But^ O 
Lord, noi our will, but thine be done. Thou 
knowest better what is good for us, than we 
ourselves ; and it is in wisdom that thou af* 
flictest us. Give thy servant patience, that 
he may bear his pains without murmuring, 
and wait the time of his deliverance from 
them without uneasiness ; satisfy him of thy 
care over Aim, and thy tender regard to him : 
and in thy good time restore him to his 
former strength and vigour, that he may give 
thanks to thee in the great congregation; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

A Praj/erfor one that is bed-ridden. 
(From Mr. Lewis.) 

O Lord our God, the Father of tnercies, and 
the God of all comfort, have compassion, 
we entreat thee, on the helpless condition of 
thy servant: support his spirits, which are 
ready to droop under affliction: refresh his 
mind, which is apt to be uneasy and melan« 
choly at the t^hought of perpetual confinement. 
Give sleep to his eyes, and rest to his weary 
thoughts. Cause him to meditate on thee in 
the night watches; to " commune with his own 
he^rt ;'* and, in his solitude, " to search and 
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try his ways/' that he may see wherein he 
hath erred, and may turn unto thee with all 
his soul, and with all his strength. Let thi$ 
affliction be the means of preparing him for 
the enjoyment of thy presence, in which is 
fulness of joy ; and Xeihim be the more patient 
under it for that reason. Make him thankful 
that thou hast by this expedient preserved 
him from the company of those whoseevil cbm-» 
munication might have corrupted his heart, 
and hast taken him out of a world, by the 
snares and temptations of which he might 
have been prevailed upon to forsake thee, and 
turn from the way of thy commandments. 
Grant, O Lord, that Ae may not render himself 
unworthy of thy favour, by murmuring and 
repining ; but that he may use the leisure and 
opportunity now given him^ to make his peace 
with thee, and be fitted for the enjoyment of 
an inheritance among the saints in light; 
through thy mercy in Jesus Christ, our Sa^^ 
viour and Redeemer, Amen. 

A Tray er for a Person troubled in Mind^ or 
in Conscience. 

[Visitation Office]. 

O BLESSED Lord, the Father of mercies, and 
theGod of all comforts, we beseech thee, look 
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down in pity and compassion upon this thine 
afflicted servant. Thou writest bitter things 
against him^ and makest him to possess his 
former iniquities : thy wrath lieth hard upon 
hiniy and his soul is full of trouble. But, O 
merciful God, who hast given us thy holy 
wordforourleaming,thatwe through patience, 
and comfort of the Scriptures, might have 
hope : give him a right understanding of ^m- 
selfj and of thy thre&tenings and promises ; 
that he may neither cast away his confidence 
in thee, nor place it any where but in thee. 
Give him strength against all temptations, and 
heal all his infirmities. Break not the bruised 
reed, nor quench the smoking flax. Shutnotup 
thy tender mercies in displeasure, but make 
him hear of joy and gladness, that the bones 
which thou hast broken may rejoice. Deliver 
him from the fear of the enemy ; lift up the 
light of thy countenance upon him^ and givd 
him peace, through the mediation of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Another for the same^ or for one under deep 
Melancholy and Dejection of Spirit. 

(From Mr. Jenks.) 

MOST gracious Lord, thou knowest our 
frame, and art lull of compassion to thy 
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servants under their trouble and oppression'; 
look down upon us, we humbly beseech thee, 
with thy wonted pity, and remember the work 
of thy hands, our disconsolate brother. Thy 
wrath lies hard upon him ; and all thy wave? 
are gone over him ; thy terrors oppress his 
mind^ and disturb his reason. O thou that 
speakest the winds and waves into obedience 
fU}d calmness, settle and quiet his discomposed 
thoughts ; speak peace and satisfaction to his 
troubled mind, £^nd give him comfort and sure 
confidence in the sense of thy pardon and love. 
Lord, help his unbelief, and increase his faith. 
Though he walk in the valley and shadow of 
death, let " thy rod and thy staff support and 
protect him.'' In the multitude of the 
thoughts and sorrows that A^e hath in his heart, 
let thy comfort refresh his soul. Let in a 
beam of thy heavenly light, to dispel the 
clpuds and darkness in which his mind is 
involved. O direct to the means most pro^ 
per for his help, and so bless and prosper them, 
that they may effectually promote Ais recovery 
out of this deplorable state, Incline his ears 
to wholesome counsels, and dispose his heart 
to receive due impressions. O gracious 
Father, pity his frailty, forgive his sin, and 
rebuke his distemper, that his disquieted soul 
ipay return to iti5 rjsst. 0, raise him up, and 
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«how thy mercy upon him^ for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our blessed Saviour and Redeemer. 
Amen. 



For the same. 

(From Bishop Patrick.) 

Preserve this * thy servant, O gracious 
Father, from dishonouring thee and his 
religion, by distrusting thy power, or thy 
goodness. 

Remove all troublesome imaginations from 
him^ and give him a clear understanding of 
thee, and of himself^ that no causeless fears 
and jealousies may overwhdm him^ nor his 
heart sink within him from any sadness and 
dejection of spirit. Compose, we beseech 
thee, his disturbed thoughts; quiet Ai^ dis- 
ordered mind, and appease all the tumults of 
his soul, by a sweet sense of thy tender mer- 
cies, and of the love of thy Son Jesus Christ 
to mankind. Keep him from forming any 
rash conclusions concerning thy providence ; 
and give him so much light and judgement 
amid all the ddrkness and confusion of his 
thoughts, that he may not think himself for-- 
saken by thee ; but may firmly believe, that if 
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he does the best he can, thou requirest no 
more. And enable Aim, O Lord, to look 
forwards to that region of light and glory, 
whither our Saviour is gone before, to prepare 
a place for all thy faithful servants. 

Strengthen his weak and feeble endeavours. 
Support Ai^ fainting spirit, and cause ithumbly 
to hope in thee. Confirm alid establish every 
good thought, desire, and purpose, which thou 
hast wrought in him. Make him to grow in 
wisdom, faith, love, and willing obedience. 
Conduct him hereafter so easily and steadily, 
peaceably and quietly, so cheerfully and 
securely, in thy ways, that^e may glority thtie 
whilst h^ lives, and when he leaves this trou-^ 
blesome world, may resign his soul into thy 
merciful hands, with a pious confidence ami 
a hope of a joyful resurrection ; through the 
merits of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen. 

A Prayer for one under Fears and Doubts 
concerning his spiritual Condition^ or un-^ 
der perplexing Thoughts and Scruples about 
his Duty. 

(From Mr, Kettlewell,) 

O Lord our God, we offer up our humbly 
supplication to thee in behalf of this thy 
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servant, whose soul is disquieted within him 
by his fears and anxiety respecting the safety 
of his condition. Remove from Aim, we 
entreat thee, all frightful apprehensions, all 
perplexing doubts and scruples about hisduty. 
Make him satisfied and settled in a right un- 
derstanding of all, thy precepts, and careful in 
the observance of them ; and dispel, by the 
light of thy countenance, all that darkness 
which obscures Aissoul, thatAe may not be un- 
necessarily dejected, and distrustful of Aim^e//*, 
or dishonourably jealous of thee. DeHver 
him from all those offences which make him 
so much a stranger to peace and comfort; 
and cause him to place his chief satisfaction 
and delight in obeying thy commandments, 
and in meditating on thy mercy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 



A Prayer for one who is disturbed mth wick* 
ed and blasphemous Thoughts. 

(From Mr. Lewis.) 

O Lord God, the Father of our spirits, to 
whom all hearts are open, and all desires 
known ; we humbly entreat thee to succour 
^nd relieve this thy servant, who labours 
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under the burden of wicked thoughts. Let 
thy power and goodness be shown in healing 
his disordered mind. Cleanse the thoughts of 
his heart by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit. 
Suffer them not to be defiled by any profane 
or blasphemous suggestions, but heal the souL 
of thy servant, by enabling him to stifle and 
suppress all such thoughts as tend to rob him 
of his peace, or deprive him of the comforts 
of religion. Enable him to be of an equal 
and steady temper, to be mild and gentle in 
his behaviour, and to keep his hopes and fears 
within due bounds. Make him sensible of 
the wise and kind reasons of these afflictions ; 
that, if they are duly improved, they may be 
powerful preservatives of his soul against the 
prevailing sins of a licentious age ; may lessen 
his inclinations to the enjoyments of this life, 
and deaden his appetite to sensual pleasure, 
and the perishing goods of this world ; that 
these afflictions may dispose him to com- 
passionate the sufferings of others, and make 
him more thoroughly feel his own infirmities, 
and the want of divine assistance. Open his 
eyes, that he may see and know the wise and 
gracious dispensations of thy providence; 
and, by humbling himself under them, may 
at length be lifted up and made a partaker of 
that peace and joy which thou bestowest on . 
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all thy faithful servants. Grant this for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and 
Redeemer. 



A Prayer for one who is afflicted with a pro- 
fane Mistrust of Divine Truths^ and hlas^ 
phemous Thoughts. 

(From Mr. Kettlewell.) 

O MOST gracious God, in whose hand is the 
soul of every living creature ; protect this 
thy servant,^ we humbly and earnestly entreat 
thee, against all doubts and mistrusts of thy 
truth, against all irreligious thoughts and 
suggestions. 

Never suffer them, O Lord, to weaken his 
feith, or to hinder him from performing his 
duty. Preserve him not only from the sin, 
but, if it seem good to thine infinite wisdom, 
from the temptation and the sorrow, which 
may attend them. 

But, if it be thy blessed will to continue 
these terrifying thoughts for his trial and 
humiliation, Lord, make him sensible that 
they will not be imputed to him as sin, if. 
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as soon as Tie perceives them, he rejects them 
with horror and indignation. 

During this trial, let him learn to depend 
upon thee, that, as often as these profane 
thoughts arise in his mind, he may find grace 
to overcome them, and without the least in- 
dulgence or delay to cast them out ; and that 
he may learn to show patience under them, 
as under every other affliction and trial of thy 
appointment, trusting to thy grace to assist 
Aiwi, and to thy goodness to deliver him; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

A Prayer for one under the dread of God^s 
Wrath and everlasting Damnation. 

4 

(From Mr. Lewis.) 

ALMIGHTY GoD, the aid of all that need^ 
and the helper of all that flee to thee for suc- 
cour, accept, we beseech thee, our humble 
applications for this thy servant, labouring 
under the dismal apprehensions of thy wrath. 

O Lord, enter not into judgement with 
khn; make him sensible that, though the 
wages of sin are death, die gift of God is 
eternal life ; that thou hatest the death of a 
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sinner, and art not willing that any should 
perish ; that thou always punishest less than 
we deserve, and in the midst of judgement 
rememberest mercy. Revive his soul with a 
sense of thy love, and the hopes of obtaining 
thy pardon, and the joy of salvation ; that he 
may be raised from this dejection, and show 
with gladness what thou hast done for his soul. 
All this we humbly beg for Jesus Christ's sake. 
Amen. 



A Prayer for a Lunatic. 
(From Mr. Jcnks.) 

Lord, the only wise God, from whom we 
bave received all the faculties of our souls ; 
thou art holy and righteous in all thy dispen- 
sations, though the reason of them is frequently 
unknown to us. Dispel, we humbly beseech 
thee, if it be agreeable to thine infinite wisdom, 
the clouds in which the soul of thy servant is 
now involved ; that he may regain his under- 
standing, and the right use of his faculties. 
Heal his disordered mind ; settle and quiet 
his passions ; pacify and compose his ima- 
gination. 

O prosper tbe means which are used for his 
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tec^very. Make him tractable in the use of 
remedies, and willing to comply with the ad- 
vice of A/5 friends. But if no means can 
effect his cure, let him possess his soul in peace 
and composure, and in every interval of reason 
address his prayer to thee; that, when his 
earthly tabernacle shall be dissolved, he may 
rejoice in his former inability to pursue the. 
pleasures of the world, and be presented unto 
thee pure and undefiled through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 



A Trayerfor natural Fools j or Madmen. 
(From Mr. Kettlewell.) 

O ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father, 
pity, we entreat thee, this thy unhappy crea- 
ture, who knows not his own wants, nor how 
to ask for thy mercies. Compassionate. O 
Lord, his infirmities, and supply his ne- 
cessities. Let thy wisdom prevent those 
evils which he cannot foresee, or wants under- 
standing to remove ; but especially keep him 
from doing any thing that may be hurtful 
either to himself or others. 

Let his mind, on all occasions, be quiet and 
peaceable; and, as far as his faculties extend. 
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exercised in piety and devout meditations. 
O hear our cry when we call upon thee : hear 
us for him who is not able to pray for himself; 
grant him thy fatherly care at present, and 
thy peace at the last ; through the mediation 
of thy Son, our Saviour Jesus.Christ. Amen. 



FROPER PSALMS FOR A SICK PERSON 
AT SEA. 

I. 

1 Save me, O God, for the waters are come 
in, even unto my soul. 

, 2 I am come into deep waters, so that the 
floods run over me. Psalm Ixix. 1,2. 

, 3 The floods are risen, O Lord, the floods 
have lift up their voice; the floods lift up 
their waves. 

4 The waves of the sea are mighty, and 
rage horribly : but yet the Lord who dwell- 
eth in heaven, is mightier. Psalm xciii. 4, 5. 

5 He maketh the storm to cease, so that the 
waves thereof are still. 
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6 Wherefore unto thee,0 Lord, do I cry in 
my trouble : deliver me out of my distress. 
Vsalm cvii. 29, 28. 

7 Thou shalt show us wonderful things in 
thy righteousness, O Grod of our salvation : 
thou that art the hope of all the ends -of. the 
earth, and of them that remain in the broad 
sea. Psahn Ixv. 5. 

8 Through thee have I been holden up ever 
since I was born ; thou art he that took me 
out of my mother^s womb ; my praise shall 
always be of thee. Psalm Ixxi. 5, 6. 

9 I will cry unto thee. Thou art my father, 
my God, and therock of my salvation, ^ Psalm 
Ixxxix. 2(5. 

10 Withdraw not thou thy mercy from me, 
O Lord ; let thy loving-kindness and truth 
always preserve me. 

11 For innumerable troubles are come 
about me: my sins have taken such hold upon 
me, that I am not able to look up ; yea, they 
are more in number than the hairs of my head, 
and my heart hath failed me. . 
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13 O Lotci, let it be thy pleostire to Oliver 
toe: mftke haste^ O Lord) to help me. Pialm 
xLll, 12, 13. 

it ...'■■ 

1 Out of the deep have I called unto thee, 
Lord ; Lord,* beir nly yoke. 

2 t> let thine ears consider well the Voi^ 
of my complaint. Psalm cxxx. 1^ 2. 

r 

S ¥<k I am helple3s and pdovi and ixiy heart 
is wounded within me. Psalm cix. 21/ 

4 My heart is disquieted within me/ and 
the fear of death is faUen npdn me. 

5 Fearfulness and trembling are come upon 
mcf and ah horrible dread hath overwhelmed 
me. psalm Iv. 4, S. 

6 I go hence like the shadow that depart- 
eth, and am driven away like a grasshopper. 
Psalm cix. S2. 

7 O God, thou knowest my foolishness^ and 
my sins are not hidden froia thee. Psalni 
Ixix. 5. 

2 G 
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8 Thou boflt laid m§ in th$ V>wc|t pit ; ia 
a pte^e of dark«?as, wad ki tb© d««p. 

9 Thine indignation lieth hard upon me, 
and thou hast vexed me with all thy storms. 
Psalm Ixxxviii. 5, 6. 

10 Thou breakest me: wirthb tempest, ai4 
my roarings are poured out like waters. Job 
iju X7. iii* 24k 

11 O reject me not utterly, and be not ex- 
ceeding wroth 9g^Q9t thy d^rvaatt Lament. 
V. 22, 

12 For my soul is full ^f trouble, attd my 
life draweth pigh VQto heU» Fs^tlm Uxxviii^ 
2. 

13 I api brought into so great trouble and 
misery, that I go mourning all the day long. 

14 For my loins are fiO^ with a sore dis* 
ease, and there is no wbok part in my body. 
Psabn xxxviii. 6, 7. 

15 My wounda stink and are corrupt, 
through my foolishness. Fsalm xxxviii. 5. ^ 
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IQ Behold^ O Lord, I «i io t^tmssMoty 
liOlreU sure txbnhlbdy my helart^ turned n^Ulih^ 
in me, for I have gri^vottsly to«(ii^Fe0^^ 
Lament, i. 20. 

17 O refidembte not the ains fitid oflfences 
of my youth; but according to thy mercy 
think thou upon me^ O Lbrd^ for thy good^ 
Dess< Pmlm xlv. 6. 

18 Cast me not away in the time of agfe ; 
ibr$ake me not^ when toy strength faileth me^ 

19 Take thy plague away from im: I am 
even eonsuitiad by the aieate of thy hm/fj 
hand. ' / 

flO Whan thou widi rebuts dost ctnitten 
aoAn fer siDy du>u makest bis beauty to ceii" 
smnB away, like sbs tt were a moth frefcting.a 
gajTment: every man therefore is biit t^anityr 

21 Hear my jn^yer^ O. L6rd^ and witit 
thine ears consider my calling ; hold not thy 
peace atiiny tears* . ' 

22 For I am a stranger with thee^ and a 
aojoitrneri asi all my Withers were, 

3 c 2 
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13 O spaie me a little, that I may re« 
xover my strength, before I go hence, and be 
no more seen. Psabn xxxix. 11 — 13. 



A Prayer for a sick Seaman. 

O MOST great and glorious Lord, the ^ sal* 
vation of all that dwell on the earth, and of 
them that remain in the broad sea/' under 
whose powerful protection we are alike secure 
in every place, and without whose providence 
over us we can no where be in safety; look 
down, we beseech thee, upon us, thy unwor- 
thy servants, who are called to ^^ behold thy 
wonders in the deep,'' and to perform our se- 
veral duties in the great waters. 

. *^ Thou art our refijge and strength, a very 
prennt help in trouble;*' and therefore we fly 
o^to ihee for succour in all our necessities, 
^tend thy accustomed gocKlness to our dis- 
tressed brother^ whom thou hast been pleased 

to Tisit with the rod of afBipction. ^ '^ 

. . .» ■.•• u }-•■ ' 

^* The waves of death encompaiss hint about, 
and the sorrows of hell take hold lipon him^'^ 



O leave him not ttf himself, nor let him be 
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r 
r. ■ 

given over " to iai spirit of slumber'' and dark- 
ness ; but '^ open his eyes^ that he may see 
the wondrous things of thy law/' and the ne* 
cessity of a speedy and sincere repentance; 
so that from the sickness of his body, he may 
derive health and salvation to his soul, which 
is the great end of all thy righteous judge* 
ments, and of all our afflictions. 

Let him seriously consider and reflect 
within himself, from this visitation, "what a 
dreadful thing it is to fall into the hands of 
the living God;" and let him hence learn, if 
it shall please th^e to raise him up again, to 
preserve a more awful sense of thy divine 
majesty upon his spirit, ** and to live more 
soberly, righteously, and piously, in l£is pre-« 
sent world/' 

We know, O Lord, that " many are the 
enemies of peace," and that " the whole world 
lieth in wickedness :" but let him not " fol- 
low a multitude to do evil," nor ** give his 
consent to the enticement of sinners /' but 
being perfectly " redeemed from all vain 
conversation, and renewed in the spirit of his 
mind," let him "walk before thee with a per- 
fect heart,'^ and spend the residue of his days 
in thy £iith and fear. 
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' Of ii tiiom bMt determiiied otfaerwifle coin 
MrniDgrhiin^ be pleaded to gi¥« him sixBSbcteat 
gmw^md stfengthy and time, to. ^^ make his 
paUiB^ aind etoetioiat sure, be^e be ^ heace 
9iid he w> voQTe 3Q«i: reriive hk drooping 
ffMrito^foctifj his heart, aad as be decays; io 
the outar^ strei^then him in d^ imiex Mao, 
by setting belbdre him the hopes of a bieaaed 
immortality " as an anchor of the soul, both 
suMflndateadfbst/" Aiam^ 

, A Trayerfor a sick Soldier or Seaman. 

O lyrasT nighty Lord, the fimntaftn of healdl 
ttidlife, strengda^cmd Gotirage, the aid an^ 
aapppri of al that fly imtfo thee fcur succour, 
wit|i Mdhom i& na ve^peot Qf peraonS) but «vefy 
one that feareth thee (whether he be rich or 
poor, learned or unlearned) is accepted by 
tiaoe; wetbeBeecis '\hm mereifiilly to look 
A0io]iru|»iNi^ (uir brother^ usho i&nsft^ &ikin un^y 
dsi? the rod of thjf^ displeasspeu - 

W& knojw, O) Lofd^ tilat all tby^^id^ 
neiftsi arepdincipaliy iM^nded for cqir .good 
m the etid^y by die re^mation of our Hfvar 
aixd manners^; ami ttieare^bre we most Hsmm^ 
\Aj beseecb tfaise to let thy present jud^ 
ment h^ve that good effect uposk-oiup bri^diier^ 
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that he may lead the rest of hia Hfe as a 
faithful soldier of Jesus Christ, and not ocffcth 
tinue to harden his heart against all the pow* 
erfiiil and repeated instuices of thj mercies 
Mid judgementci towards him. 

If thou hast designed this sickness shall 
terminate in his deaths O be pleased to fit 
and prepitre him for it; or if othcorwise i^ 
mercy thou hast determine to spare ^im^ 
P let him not return to any of hisformier sii^ 
courses, but let him always keep in mmd tfa« 
promise which he made to tibee h^ baptismi 
of renouncing the world, the flesh, and th# 
4eTil; and which we hope, he now agiEua 
heartily renews in thisiiis day of Tisit^i(m« 

We know, O Lord^ that many temptatipiis 
will unavoidably assault hiai in the state oC 
life wherein he is engaged, and therefore wd 
moat humbly beseech thee to gi^e him such A 
portion of thy blessed Spirit, as may enabte 
him to fight with as much resolution ac4 
courage against his spiritual enemies, as the 
nature of his post obliges him to do, upctti 
just occasions, against his temporal; ever re^ 
membering, that the greatest of conquests is 
that which is made upon ourselves ; and that 
no victory is sq truly honourable^ as that 
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which is obtained over our vicious iDcUna«* 

troDS. : ' ' 

.... - . - i *. 

Wherefore give him grace, we beseech thee, 
O Lord, " to abhor that which is evil, and 
to cleave to that which is gopd/' Let him res- 
ligiously avoid all blasphemy and profepe- 
ness, all drui^enness, riot, -and lasciviousness ; . 
and let him careftilly follow the rule our Sa- 
viour hath set him, ^* of doing violence to i?o 
man, accusing no man falsely, and being con- 
tent with his own wages ;^* sq that, having 
^* put on the whole armopr pf God, he may 
be able to stand agaiqst the wiles of the 
devil ; and whenever thou shalt be pleased t^ 
put an end to his warfare (either now or here!- 
after), he may cheer^Uy resign his soul \x\to 
thy hands, in these comfortable M^prds of tlje 
apostle : ^ I have fought a good fight, I haVfe 
finished my course, I havfe kept the laith; 
henceforth there is laid up for me a cro\«3i of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, shall give unto all those thatloVe and 
fear him, and put their trust in his mercy/* 
Amm. 
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4 Prayer to be used by a Person afflicted with 
fi J)istempfir of long Continuance. 

(By Dr. Stonehou^.) 

Lord God Almighty, I am wonderfully, 
made, and all my powers of body ^md mind 
were produced and are supported by thee. 
^* Thou killest, and makest alive : thou woundr 
est, and makest whole/' 

I own and reverence thine hand in my pre-p 
sent affliction. I acknowledge that thou art 
righteous in all that be&lls me ; for I have 
finned ; and thou chastenest me less than my 
iniquities deserve. In punishment thou ^w- 
est mercy, Qontinuest to me many comforts, 
prolongest my opportunities of reflection and 
^^n^dment, and giicest hope of that pardon 
which I so much want, and at this time ear** 
pestly entreat. . 

; I desire, in this poor condition of !'my 
health, to search and try my ways, and turn 
unto thee, O Lord, by deep hupaility, sincere 
repentance, and £iith in the great Redeemer : 
and may the fruit of this and every affliction 
be to take away sin, and make my heart 
Jitter. 
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O God, if it be thy merciful will, direct me 
to, tuid prosper, some means for the removal 
of my disorder, that I m^y yet be capable of 
glorifying thee in my station, and, by farther 
endeavours for thy service upon earth, be fit- 
ter for iaamorfadily. 

Support me, gracious Lord, tbat my aoul 
tMj not be quite cast dowti, and too much 
disquieted within me. Assist me to cherish 
penitent, believing, serious thoughts and af^ 
feeticois. Grant me such resignation to thy 
will, such patience aad meekness tc^^eards 
wacBy as ny Divine l^kister requiretb, aiid as 
Ite himself manifested while he was a suftmr 
en eartb. Forgive alt the botrsfaness afiidsio* 
ftiilnesfi^ of my temper, and keep it from, it^ 
ct^asing upon me. May I learn, from what 
In6m feel, to ptty u& who are sick, in paiBi^ 
or crtherwise afBicted, dnd do all in niy pow« 
er to assist and relieve them. 

If by this afSictioo thou intende9t4to- bring 
me down to the grave, prepare me^ by thy 
graee^^ for my removal hence^ and «ntraMM 
ton the unseen eternal ^tate: and may all th^ 
sai^nng of the present hSe work out for noe 
a ^r more ^seceding and eternal weight ot 
glory- 
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I am lliaxikful for any degree of ease and 
coQifort wbich I have this day enjoyed; Grant 
me, thifi^ night» such refreshing re^ that I 
may be bQttw able to discharge the duties 
ai^d bear the burthen of another day, if thou 
ajpt pleased to indulge roe with it. If my ey«f 
Mfe kept wakiqg» may my meditations b« 
comfortable and nsei^ to ma. 

Fity my weakness, merciful and hqavenljr 
Father, aad heair my imperfect petitio«i» 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who wasi one* 
« man of sorrow,, and i^ atill touched with tba 
^ii9g of our infirmities ; to whom, as out 
Merciful High Priest» and powerful Intw^ 
cessor, be glory for evermore. Am^n^ 



A Trayer id he used on the Death of a 
Friend. 

(By Mr. Merrick.) 

Ob ALifiiaHT^ God, who dost not; wifidn^ 
g#ieve tiie dbildreD of m^n, faut is thy nsitet^ 
tiona rememrberest mercy, teach ma- by thy 
grace to bear the loss of diat dear pason 
whom thou hsiBt taken from me with pft4 
Hence and feiignatkm^andi tv makea ngfatmo 
of the ^^cdbitiwhi^liiy^d^hefljrhaiidhadi 
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laid upon me. Thou hast given, and thou 
bast taken away : blessed be thy holy name. 
iAidke me thankful, O Lord, for the comforts 
and blessings which I still enjoy ; and sanc<» 
fiiy to my soul all the sufferings, which in 
the course of this mortal life thou shalt ap- 
point for me. Let the death of friends and 
relations help to keep me always mindful of 
my own mortality. And grant, that by thy 
grace I may here apply my heart to wisdom^ 
and may hereafter by thy mercy be received 
into that everlasting kingdom, where all tears 
shall be wiped from all faces, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away. Hear me, O merci* 
fel Father, for the sake of thy Son Jesu$ 
Christ. Amen. 

A Tracer to be used by a Person troubled in 
Mind. 

Almighty God, who beholdest with com- 
passion and mercy the weaknesses and frail- 
ties of us thy siniiil creatures ; look dawn on 
me, i beseech thee, and deliver me, if it be 
thy blessed will, from the distress of mind 
upder which I labour. Strengthen my judge-* 
nmit, and ii^orm my understanding, that I 
may rightly know my duty ; and grant that I 
may act on all odcasiohs, and in cvtxy cir- 
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tumstance of life, in the manner most nc^ 
ceptable to thee. Pardon my secret sins aiid 
infirmities, and preserve me from all wilful 
neglects and offences. If thoti seest it con* 
sistent with thy glory, and with the everlast- 
ing welfare of my soul, fill me with that fer- 
vency of affection towards thee, and with that 
measure of spiritual comfort and assurance, 
which may preserve my mind in a frame of 
cheerfulness and composure. But if trouble 
and bitterness of mind be more expedient for 
me, continue to me both this and all other 
afHictions which thou seest most conducive 
to my future happiness, and grant that I may 
bear them with patience and resignation. Let 
thine Holy Spirit direct and support me 
under every trial, and enable me so to walk 
in thy &ith and'fear, that I may at last be 
received into thy heavenly kingdom, through 
the merits and mediation of thy Son Jesus 
Christy our blessed Lord and Saviour. Amen., 



APfaf/er to be usedhy an old Person. 

O GRACIOUS Lord, roy maker and my pre- 
server, I give thee thanks for the long conti* 
na^nce which thou hast granted mo in this 
world, in prder that I may be the better pjpg- 
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pared ht another. Enable me by thy grace 
to make a right use of the time afibrded me^ 
and give me a true and deep repentance of 
the sins which I have committed » Support 
me by thy help und^ the infirtnities oi ag6^ 
keep me from covetoufeness^ and fret{ulnes9# 
and from all unreatonable fears and oares^ 
Give me that dogree of ease and h^th which 
ti^ou seest most convenient for me ; wean my 
affections and desires from the things of this 
life, and keep me continually prepared for 
death ; through Jesus Christy Amen* 



A Prayer for a Person condemned to die* . 

(Prom Dr. Inet.) 

O MOST just and holy Lord God, who bringn 
est to light the hidden things of darkness, 
and by thy jui^ and wiise proridence dostbrn^ 
sin to shame and pumshment; disappoint-* 
ing the hopes of wicked men ; visiting their 
sins upon them in this present life, that thou 
mayest deter others from the evil of their 
ways, and save their souls in the day of judge- 
ment ; O Lord, in mercy look down upon thb 
thy servant, who now is before thee tp c«>« 
fess thy justice in making him a sad exam^ 
to others. He with sorrow and shame coo* 
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fesseth it would be just, with thee, should 
4€^th eternal be the wages of his sins^ .and 
everleifi^ting sorrow the fecompense of A«r ini- 
quity* He has, we confess, O Lord, despised 
thy mercy, aod abused thy goodness, and has 
therefore no reason to expect any other than 
to be made an everlasting aacrifice to thy jus^i 
tice. When thou hast by the ministry of thy 
word, and the iuterpositioa of thy providence, 
calJbi kim to repentance, he has slighted 
ibine admonitions, O, how just therefore 
would it be now ia thee to disregard kkctj^ 
in this day of trouWe, when distress and an^ 
guish are come upon him ! He c^onfeaaes tl^ 
he hath hardened /n> heart, notwithstandii^ 
9II thy unportunitie^ to him to repent and 
lire; that hei has still gone onr from one widb 
^diiess to another, eagerly re|)ieatmg 1^6 
wwks of darkness, aad even hattx^ to be r^ 
formed ; that h^ has notorloualy broken htA 
baptismal vows, and given encouragement tc> 
others to blaspheme our holy faith ; and tbat 
on these accounts Ae has nothing to expect 
but that thou shouldest den! with hmi ac- 
cording tx) his sins, and reward him accord* 
ing to the multitude of his offences. But 
thou, O Grod, hast been pleased to declaim 
that with thee is mercy and plenteous redemp-. 
tion : that thou desirest not the death of a 
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^imver, but rather that ht should repent ftttdl 
live. Thou hast so loved the world, that thou 
gavest thy only begotten Son, that whoso^ 
ever believeth in Him should not perish,^ but 
have everlastinglife. O, let not Aim, whom we 
are now commending to thy merey, for ever 
perish and be lost. Have compassion tipod 
a miserable sinner# who owns he deserves 
eternally to die ; and kt him find mercy in 
his distress. Pardon, we earnestly entreat 
thee, hh wilful and his heedless follies, hi$ 
errors, and his cryingand notorious sins ; par- 
ticularly that for which he is now to die. O 
Lord, thou Gk>d of mercy, who art abundant 
in goodness, have pity on the worfc of thine 
own hands. Bury his sins in his grave, and,- 
however they may rise up in this world to 
disgrace Aim, let them never rise t^ in the 
next to condemn Aim : and whatever Ae su^ 
&rs here^ Jet him hereafter be in the numbef 
of those whose unrighteousness is forgiven^ 
and whose sin is covered. However men, in 
the execution of justice, and to deter others 
from being guilty of the like wickedness, 
may kill his body ; let neither his body nor 
his soul be destroyed in hell, but be deliver- 
ed from eternal condemnation, for the sake 
of Jesus Christ, who died to save sinners^ 
Amen^ 
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A Prayer of Preparation /or DeatL 

O ALMIGHTY God, Maker and Judge of all 
men, have mercy upon me, tHy weak and sin- 
ful Creature ; and if by thy most wide and 
righteous appointment the hour of death be 
approaching towards me^ enable me to meet 
it with a mind fully prepared for it, and to 
pass^ through this great aiid awful trial in the 
manner most profitable for me. O let me 
not leave any thing undone which may help 
to make. my departure safe and happy, or to 
quahfy toe for the highest degree of thy 
favour that I am Capable of attaining. Pardon 
the sins which I have committed against thCe 
by thought, word, and deed, and all my ne- 
glects of duty. Pardon the sins which I have 
committed against my neighbour i and if 
others have wronged or offended me, incline 
my heart freely and fully to forgive them^ 
Cleanse my soul from all its corruptions, and 
transform it into the likeness of thy Son Jesus 
Christ ; that I may behold thy face and glory, 
and be made partaker of thy heavenly king- 
dom. And, O merciful Father^ give me that 
supply of spiritual comfort, which thou seest 
needful for me in my present condition : and 
grant that, when my change comes, I may die 
with a quiet conscience, with a well-grounded 
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assurance of thy favour, and a joyful hope of 
a blessed resurrection ; through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Cliirist. Aniem^ 



THE MINISTRATION 

OF 

PUBLIC BAPTISM OF INFANTS, 

TO BE USED IN CHURCHES. 

Tub pcopleaie.tQ he adBK>iibbed, ikat it is bdosI conye- 
ment tliat baptism should mt be admiaistefed but npcw 
Sundays and other hply-days, when the loo^t aumber o£ 
persons come together; as well for that the congregation 
there present^ may testily the receiving of them. that be 
newly biptised into, the number of Cimst's churck ; as atso 
becausej; in die baptism oi infants^ tvery mwi present be 
put in remembrance of his own profession made to Gocl 
in his baptism. . For which cause also it is expedient that 
baptism be ministered in the vulgar tongue* Nevertheless 
ifi necessity so require) eUldrea may be bi^tised on apy 
Qtbe^day. 

And note, That there sliall be for every male child to b^ 
baptised, two godfathers and one godmother^ and for every 
fema)^ one godfather and two godmothers. 

When there are children to be baptised, the parent shall 
give knowledge thereof over night, or in the morning before 
the beginning of morning prayer, to the Curate. And then 
Uie godfiEither&and godmothers, aqd l9ie people with the 
children^ must be ready at thft bm^ eitber iiamfidiately 
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after the list lesson at noorning prayer^ or eke Immedkitely 
after the last lesson at evening prayer, as the Carate by his 
discretion shall appoint. And the Priest coming to the 
font (which is then to be filled with pure water), and stand- 
ing there, shall say, 

Q. Hath this child been already baptised^ 
or no ? 

K tb^ aiiiwev No, thea $haU the Priest proceed as 
fcdlows: 

Dearly beloved, foxasmnch as all men are 
conceived and born in sin,, and that our 
Saviour Christ saith, none dan enter into the 
kingdom of Gk)d, except be be regenetnte and 
bom anew of water, and of the Holy Ghost; 
I beseech you to call upon God the Father, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, that of his 
bounteous mercy he will grant this child that . 
thing which by nature he cannot have, that 
he may be baptised with water and the Holy 
Ghost, and received into Christ's holy church 
and be made a lively member of the same. 

Then shall the Priest say, 

X-et us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who of thy 
gre^t mercy didst save Noah and his family 

2 D 2 
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in the ark from perishipg by water^ and abo. 
didst safely lead the children of Israel thy 
people through the Red Sea, figuring thereby 
thy holy baptism ; and by the baptism of thy 
well-^beloved Son Jesus Christ in the river 
Jordan, didst sanctify water to the mystical 
washing away of sin ; we beseech thee for 
thine infinite mercies, that thoii wilt mer- 
cifully look upon this child ; wash him and 
sanctify him with the Holy Ghost, jhat he, 
being delivered from thy wrath, may be re- 
ceived into the. ark of Christ's church; and 
being steadfast in faith, joyful through hope,, 
and rooted in charity, may so pass the waves 
of this troublesome world, that finally he may 
come to the land of everlasting life, there to 
reign with thee world without end, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Almighty and immortal God, the aid of all 
that need, the helper of all that flee to thee 
for succour, the life of them that believe, and 
the resurrection pf the dead : we call upon 
thee for this infant^ that Ae, coming, to thy 
holy baptism, may receive remission of his 
sins by spiritual regeneration. Receive him, 
O Lord, as thou hast promised by thy wellr: 
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beloved Son, saying, Ask, and ye shall have ; 
seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you* So give now unto us that 
ask$ let us that seek, find ; open the gate 
unto us that knock; that this infant may 
enjoy the everlasting benediction of thy hea*- 
venly washing, and may come to the eternal 
kingdom which thou hast promised by Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Then shall the Priest stand up, and shall say. 

Hear the words of the Gospel written by St. 
Mark,in thetenth chapter, at the thirteenth 
. verse: 

^* They brought young children to Christ, 
that he should touch them ; and his disciples 
rebuked those that brought them. But when 
Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said 
unto them. Suffer the little children to come 
unto me, and fofbid them not; for of such is 
the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you. 
Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child, he shall not enter therein. 
And he took them up in his arms, put his 
hands upon them, and blessed them/' 
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After the Gospel is read, the Minister Aafl make Ais 
Inief exhortation upon the words of the Goepel : > . 

Beloved, ye hear in this Gospel the words 
of our Saviour Christ, that he commanded 
the children to be brought unto him ; how he 
blamed those that would have kept them from 
him ; how he exhorted all men to follow their 
innocency. Ye perceive how by his outward 
gesture and deed he declared his good^ will 
towards them ; for he embraced them in his 
arms, he laid his hands upon them, and blessed 
thfiito: Doubt ye not, therefore, but earnestly 
believe, that he will likewise favourably re- 
ceive this present infant ; that he will em- 
brpcjB him with the arms of his mercy ; that 
he will give unto him the blessing of eternal 
life, and make him partaker of his everlasting 
kirigdom. Wherefore we being thus persuaded 
of the good will of our heavenly Father 
towards this infant^ declared by his Son Jesiis 
Christ, and nothing doubting but that he fa- 
vourably alloweth this charitable work of ours, 
in bringing this infant to his holy baptism, 
let us faithfully and devoutly give thanks unto 
him, apd say, 

AiMiGHTY and everlasting God, heavenly 
Father, we give thee humble thanks that thou 
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hfdft vouchsafed to call us to the kfioisrledge 
of thy grace and faith m thee : Hict ease this 
knowledge, a«d <rwifirm tfeiis fu^th in m 
evermore. Give thy Holy Spirit to this 
infant J that he may be born again, and be 
made an heir of everlasting salvation; through 
ottrLord Jesirs Christ, M^ho liveth and reigneth 
with l3iee and die Holy Spirit, now and for 
•ever. Amen. 



Then shall the Prie^ speali tmto the godfathers and god- 
mothers in this wise : 

DbarlT beloved, ye have brought tfm 
child here to be baptised ; ye have prayed 
that our Lord Jesus Christ would vouchsafe 
to receive Am, to release him of Ms sins, to 
sanctify him with the Holy Ghost, to give him 
the kingdom of heaven, and everlasting hfe. 
You have heard also, that our Lord JesuA 
Christ hath pi'omised also in his Gospel, to 
grant all these things that ye have prayed 
for ; which promise he for his part will most 
«urely keep and perform. Wlierefore after 
this promise made by Christ, this inftmt 
must also faithfully, for his part, promise by 
you that are his sureties (until he come of age 
to take it upon himself J j that he will re- 
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pmwce the devil and all his works, and con-, 
jitantly believe GodVholy word, ^d obedL- 
aptly kj^p his cprnpiaQdmeots, 

I demand therefore, , 

Dost thou, in the name of this child, renounce 
the devil jtnd all his works, the vain pomp 
md glory of the world, with all covetous 
desires of the same, and the qamal desires of 
the flesh, so that thoij wilt mt follow npr hp - 
led by them? 

Ansp. J renpunpe them all, . 

Minister. 

Post thou believe in .God, the Father Al- 
pii^hty, Maker of hpaven and ^rth? 

And in Jesu^ Christ his only-begotten Son, 
pur IfOrd ? And that he was conceived by 
t;he Hply Qhpst; born of the Virgin Mary; 
that he sufiered under Pontius Pilate, was 
prucified, dead, and buried; that he went 
4own into hell, and also did rise again the 
third dpy ; that he ascended into heaven, and 
eitt^th at the right hand pf God the Father 
Almighty ; and from thence shall come again, 
»t the lepd of the world, to Judge the quick 
^nd the (l^ad? 
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c And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the holy Catholic church ; the communion of 
saints ; the remission of sins ; the resurrec- 
tion of the flesh; and everlasting life after 
death ? 

Answ. AH this I steadfastly believe. 

Minister. 

Wilt thou then be baptised in this faith? 
4.nsw. This is my desire^ 

Minister, 

Wilt thou then obediently keep God's holy 
will and commandments, and walk in the samp 
»11 the days of thy life ? 
Answ. I will, 

Then the Priest sliall |say, 

O MERCIFUL God, grant that the old Adam 
in this child may be so buried, that the new 
jnan may be raised up in him. Amen. 

Grapt that all carnal affections may die in 
^m,and that all things belonging to the Spirit 
may live and grow in him. Amen. 

Gr^nt that he may have power and 
strength to have victory, and to triumph 
against the devil, the world, and the flesh. 
Amen^ 
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Orant <)iat wfaosoeyer is here dediciated to 
thee by our office mid ministry, may also be 
endued with heavenly virtues, and eveHast- 
ingly rewarded, through thy mercy, O blessed 
Lord God, who dost live and govern all tilings 
world without end. Amen. 



Almighty and everlasting God, whose most 
dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ, for the for- 
giveness of our sins, did shed out of his most 
precious side both water and blood, and gave 
commandment to his disciples, that they 
should go and teach all nations, and baptise 
them in the name of the Father, and <*f the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost; regard, we 
beseech thee, the supplications of thy con- 
gregation ; sanctify this water to the mystical 
washing away of sin ; and grant that this child 
now to be baptised therein, may receive the 
fulness of thy grace, and ever remain in the 
number of thy faithful and elect children ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Then the Priest shall take the Child into his hands, and 
shall Hay to the godfathers and godmothers, 

Name this child. 
And then nanaing it after them (if they shall certify him 
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tkat the Child oi«y Well eadu^ it), be shall A*p it to die 
water discreetly and warily, saying, 

N., I baptise thee in tlie name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

But if they certify tliat the Child is weak, it ^hall suffice to 
pour water upon it, saying the aforesaid words, 

N., I baptise thee in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

Then shall the Priest say, 

We receive this child into the congregiitioh 
of Christ's flock,* and do sign him with the 
sign of the cross, in token that hereafter he 
shall not be ashamed to confess the faith of 
Christ crucified, and manfully to fight under 
his bimner, against sin, the work), and the 
devil, and to continue Christ's feitbfui 
soldier and servant unto his Ufe's ernL 

Amen. 

* 

Then shall the Priest say. 

See I NO now, dearly beloved brethfet), that 
this child is i^egenerate and ^fted into the, 

* Here the Priest shall make a cross upon theCbild^s fore- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



412 

body of Christ's churchy let us give thanks 
unto Almighty God for these benefits, and 
with one accord make our prayers unto him, 
that this child may lead the rest of his life 
according to this beginning* 

Then shall be said, all kneeling, 

Our Father, which art in heaven ; Hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done in earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass 
^against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. Amen^ 

Then shall the Priest say, 

We yield thee hearty thanks, most merciful 
Father, that it hath pleased thee, to regene- 
rate this infant with thy Holy Spirit, to re- 
ceive him for thine own child by adoption, 
and to incorporate him into thy holy church. 
And we humbly beseech thee to grant, that 
Ae, being dead unto sin, and living unto righ- 
teousness, and being buried with Christ in his 
death, may crucify the old man, and, utterly 
abolish the whole body of sin : and that as 
he is made partaker of the death of thy Son, 
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he may also be partaker of his resurrection i 
so that finally, with the residue of thy holy 
church, he may be an inheritor of thine ever- 
lasting kingdom, through Christ our Lord* 

Amen. 

Then, all standing itp, the Priest shall say to the godfatheis * 
and godmothers thb exhortation following: 

Forasmuch as this child hath promised by 
you his sureties to renounce the devil and all 
his works, to believe in God, and to serve 
Him ; ye must remember that it is your parts 
and duties to see that this infant be taught,, 
so Boon as he shall be able to learn, what a so- 
lemn vow, promise, and profession, he hath 
here made by you. And that Ae may know these 
things the better, ye shall call upon him to 
hear sermons ; and chiefly ye provide that he 
may learn the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and 
the Ten Commandments, in the vulgar, 
tongue, and all other things which a Chris- 
tian ought to know and believe to his souFs 
health ; and that this child may be virtuously 
brought up to lead a godly and Christian life ; 
remembering always, that baptism doth re- 
present unto us our profession ; which is, to 
follow the example of our Saviour Christ, and 
to be made like unto him ; that as he died, 
and rose again, for us ; so should we, who are 
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baptised, (iie from sdn, and rise again imto 
righteousness, continually Eiortiiying all oof 
evil and corrupt ai^tioiM, awid daily proceed^ 
mg m at) virtue and godliness of livihg. 

Then shall he add, apd say ; 

Ye are to take care that this child be brought 
to the bishop, to be confirhied by him, so 
soon as he can say the Creed, the Lord's 
Prayer, and the Ten Commandments, in the 
vulgar tolRgue, and be further instructed in 
the Church Catechism set forth for that pur- 
pose. 

It is certain by God^s word", that children which are baptised, 
dyinf hdbre they coumit actuai sitt, ate undoubtelly su»d« 



To take away all scruple concerning the use of the sign of the 
cress in baptism ; the ferue explieatioa ttiereef, ^ad the jusi 
peat^ns ft>rth^relaii)in9ofit, may bescep in (heX^S^XthCa^itft^ 
first published in th^ year MDCIV. 
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THE MINISTRATION 

OF 

PRIVATE BAPTISM OF CHILDREN 

IN HOUSES. 



The Curate of the parish shaH often admonish the people^ 
that they defer not the baptism of their ehUdrai longer 
than the first or second Sunday neiU after their birth, or 
other holy-day falling between, unless upon a great and 
reasonable cause, to be approved by the Curate. 

And also they shall warn them thftl^ without like great 
cause and necessity, they procure not their children to be 
baptised at hoina in their houses. But when need shall 
<:oinpel them so to do^ tlien Baptism shall be administered oqt 
this jEashioa : 

First ; let the minister of the parish (oi^ in his absaice, 
any other lawful Minister that can be procured), with thcfn, 
that are present, call upon God, and say the Lord's Prayer, 
and so many of the collects appointed to be said before m 
the form of Public Baptism, as the time and present exigence 
will suffer. And then, the Child being named by some one 
that is present, the Minister shall pour water upon it, say-« 
ing these woids : 

N., I baptise thee in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 
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Hien, all kneeling dow% the Minister shall give thanks 
unto God^ saying; 

We yield thee hearty thanks, most merciful 
Father, that it hath pleased thee to regene- 
rate this. infant with thy Holy Spirit, to re- 
ceive him for thine own child by adoption^ 
and to incorporate him into thy holy church. 
And we humbly beseech thee to grant, that 
aa he is now made partaker of the death of 
thy Sob, so he may be also of his resurrec- 
tion ; and that finally, with the residue of thy 
saints, he may inherit thine everlasting king- 
dom, through the same thy Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

And let them not doubt but that the Child, so baptised, 
k lawfully and sufficiently baptised, and ought not to be 
baptised again. Yet, nevertheless, if the Child which is 
after this sort baptised, do afterwards live, it b expedient 
that it be brought into the church, to the intent that, if the 
Minister of the same parish did himself baptise that Child, 
the congregation may be certified of thetrue form of baptisnr 
by him privately before used. 



THE END. 



Printed by S. Hamiltoo, W^ridge. 
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